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ACCOUNT, s. 


1 ET TER to the Reverend 
Mr. DE La CRHAPELLE, 
French Miniſter. 


REI AEND SIR, 85 


is you, and your Brethren, have given 
me. little or no Satisfaction, not only in 
Point of Argument, but chiefly with 
Relation to ſeveral weighty Complaints, 
which Humanity, Juſtice, and Charity, 
have prompted me to make to you, and 
co your Vſtry, in many private Con- 
* = yerſations and Letters that have paſs d 
between us; I think it neceſſary, when thoſe private and 
gentle Reproofs have fo long fail'd me, to cite You, and 
Them, before the Righteous Tribunal of the Eng/i/Þ Nati. 
on, to which you have lately appeal d; that it may hear 
what you have further to ſay for your ſelves, or pur à ſtop 
to your Arbitrary and Unchriſtian Proceedings. + 
I ſhall ſoon haye done with you, as to the Speculative 
Points, upon which you have choſen to enlarge in your firſt 
Letter to me, vis. The preciſe degree of Glory, or of Torment, of 
Souls after Death, until the Day of Judgment, (as you, who 
have oke as their Mouth, have expreſſed i.) aud df. 
922 * - A 2 Baptiſm 3 . 


Baptiſm; both becauſe I eſteem theſe Points the moſt in- 


conſiderable Part by far of our Debate; and becauſe on - 


the one Hand, you grant, as to the former, that it is 4 
thing upenwhich the dci ipture ſays nothing demonſtratively,and you 


ſay that it is better to ſia for its Deciſion until the Day of Fudg- 


ment; and on the other hand, I am too ſenſible of the vaſt 
Diſproportion there is between a Tradeſman and a learned 
Divine, to enter the Liſts with you upon the latter. I am 
alſo of Qpinion that it will be more honourable for you to 
do, what hath not yer, as I know of, been done, viz. to 
anſwer Biſhop Taylor, Mr. Stennet, and Mr. Gale's Works 
upon thar Subject. And therefore, ſhall rake no further 
Notice of this Part of your Letter, than is neceſſary to ſhew 
the Weakneſs of your Evaſive Anſwers, and your own Dif- 
fidence in the Matter; and conſequently the greater Unbe- 
comingneſs of your hating and perſecuting your Brethren 
and Fellow Refugees, for Diſſenting from you-even in ſuch 
Things as you expreſs much Uncertainty about, and are not 
able rolerably to defend againſt any Man of the moſt ordi- 
nary Learning. 5 ** 
Waving therefore the Learned Part of this Diſpute, I 
propoſe to ſay little beſides plain Matters of Fact. And I 
mould have left even this alone, was it not that it is the 


| Duty, as well as the Intereſt, of every Man, in what Stati- 


on, or of what Profeſſion ſoever, ro oppoſe with all his 
Might thoſe two great Deſtroyers and Enemies of all Reli. 


gion, and of Mankind, viz. Tyranny, and Perſecution. And 
none, who appears in publick to do this, can, I hope, be 


accus'd of not keeping within his own Sphere. | 
But ſtill, I want Words to expreſs how ſorry I am to 
have been forced by you to do it at laſt in this publick 
Manner; and conſequently. to expoſe a great Part of my 
own Countrymen, and even the Perſon of 2 Reverend Di- 
vine, with whom I have been once intimately acquainted ; 
whoſe well-known Parts and Capacity I have ſtill a very 
great Opinion of; and by whoſe Friendly and Learned 


Converſations I have 2 ſo much, that I ſhall al- 
e 


ways be proud to acknowledge, that I am indepted to him 
for part of that little I . Eno; and even that I have been 
often confirm d in thoſe; very Principles of Toleration, which 


ou and many of your Brethren, ſhew your ſelves ſo great 


Strangers and Enemies to, in your Practice, , - >: 
What hath encouraged youand them, in that Uojuſtifa- 


pie Gourſe, for tlieſe many Years paſt, is, I ſuppoſe; tharthg 


Engliſh 
31 


* 
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Engliſy Nation hath not yer been fully apprized of 
— and of the ſeveral Cruel iii 
Fas, the Guilt of which reſts upon the French Clergy ; who 
have ſer looſe their People againſt ſome yery honeſt Men, 
{even by the Approbation of their worſt Enemies,) becauſe 
they have had the Misforrune to differ from the French Re- 
form'd Church in ſome Points of Religion, ſome of them 
more, and others leſs. 
But, as there is nothing more natural, nor more juſtifi- 
able, for Men that have groan d a long Time under Op- 
preſſion, than to lay hold of any proper Opportunity, and 
to make uſe of any lawful Methods, to ſeek for a ſuitable 
Relief; ſo, (now, that the Spirit of the French Clergy hath 
begun to break our in many very remarkable Inſtances,) we 
hope, from the univerſally known Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Chari- 
ty, and Equity, of the Engliſh Nation, which hath afforded 
us a common Shelter, and been ſo generous to us, thar our 
Bene factors and Protectors will interpoſe, in ſuch a Manner, 
as they in their great Wiſdom fhall think meer, on the be- 
half of thoſe of us that have dared to ſhake off the Yoak of 
our Calviniſtical Scheme, and to claim the Right of judging 
or our ſelves, without taking as the only Standard of 
Truth the French Confeſſion of Faith; and who have bold- 
ly declared that we would ſubmit to nothing as a moſt ſure 
Rule of our Faith but the Holy Bible, and would reject eve- 
ry thing that we our ſelves ſhould not judge to be therein 
contain d, in ſpire of all rhe Deciſions that You, Reverend 
Sir, or your Synods, have made. | 

I fay, we hope from ſo excellent and ſo knowing a Pro- 
teſtant Nation, that is univerſally-acknowledged to be rhe + 
great Bulwark of Proteſtantiſm againſt Popery, i. e. of Chri- 
ſtian Liberty againſt Church-Tyranny, that it will interpoſe; 
when it is fully acquainred. with ſuch Enormities, commit- 
ted againſt theſe Diſſenters from the French Clergy, as ſhall be 
related, and well atteſted, in the following Pages. b 

You your ſelf cannot be ignorant, Reverend Sir, how. 
they have been treated. They have been blacken'd, and 
render'd odious to their Countrymen by the French Clergy, 
who have Excemmunicated them, both here, and at Canter- 
bury, i. e. deliver'd them over to the Devil, and cut off 
from all Hopes of Salvation, according to the Popiſh and 
blaſphemous Form of Excommunicarion decreed by the Sy- 
nod of Aletz, 1620, and incorporated with rhe s of 
Church:Diſcipline, by the National Synod of lt 

an 


— — 22 


and according to the vulgar People's Notion, which you 
take fo much Pains to infa uate them withal. They after- 
wards preached many nt and riotous Sermons againſt 
them; that they nue hereby become rhe common Mark 
of their Fellow- Refugees nutred, and be look d upon as Mon- 


ſters fir only for Heitruction: which hath had ſuch an Effect, 


that ſome have veer, utterly ruined by it, and. others have 
found ir very hard to extricate themſelves from thoſe very 
greatDifficulries, that theſe Miſchie vous Excommunications, 
and intoxicating, Sermons, had brought upon them. You know, 
I dare ſay, that, to this very Day, altho' great Complaints 
have been conſtantly made, there never was one ſingle Ser- 
mon preached againſt theſe Vioiences in any of the French 
Churches; which ſhews, to a Demonſtration, that it is the 
common Act of you all, and that ere is none amongſt you 
that hath done good, no not one. I my ſelf, and others, 
have. urged you, and ſeveral French Minifters to it; and 


the Anſwer you, and they, generally made was, that there 


were none but Socinians and Arminians for an univerſal To- 
lerarion. Others indeed have ſaid they durſt not, for fear 
of being branded as ſuch, and by Conſequence of looſing 
their Livelihood. When the Caſe is ſuch; what can we 
Laymen think of you Gentlemen of the Clergy, but that 
you are ſworn to ruin and deſtroy, not only all thoſe who 
diſſent from you, bur alſo all thoſe of your own Body, who 
will not lend you their helping-hand in ſo good a Work, 
nor be as miſchievous as your ſelves ? For here is the Ar- 
gumenr. Thoſe Difſenters contradict our Iaterpretati- 
ons, and Deciſions, and by theſe Means leſſen and 
oppoſe our Authority; therefore They are a Pack of 
damned and Excommunicated Hereticks, a common Nui- 
ſance ro Humane Society; therefore, for the common Good, 
they oughr to be Exterminated. But we have not the Ci- 
vil Power in our Hands; we have no Dragoons, as the late 
King of France had, to deftroy them; What ſhall, we do 


then ? Why, they muſt be excommunicated. and cut off from 


our Cominunion, as no Chriſtians: they muſt be branded 


with all rhe odious Names and Appellations that Rage and 
Malice can invent; they muſt be calumniared, inſulted a- 
buſed, after ſuch a Way, and in ſuch a Manner, as the Law 


cannot reach: They muſt be undermined in their Buſi- 


neſs: The Minds of their very Friends, Wives, Children, 
and Relations, muſt be alienated from them: In ſhort, al 
Manner of Ways and Means pofſible muſt be made 
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& to ruin them; to the end that, if they cannot be bent, 
ity may be broken, and that their Chaſtiſement may at 
leaſt deter others from oppoſing our Power, and finding 
Fault with our Doctrines. And this will venture to ſay, that 
the High. Church Mob it ſelf is nor beiter taught in this new 
kind of Chriſtianity, than our People; who, tho' they are 
come redhot out of woeful Perſecution, are not yet aſham'd 
to ſhew themſelves indeed little better, as far as their Power 
extends, than their mercileſs Perſecutors. * 
Nov what could theſe unhappy Diſſenters from the French 
Ctergy do ſeſs, under fuch a barbarous Uſage, than complain 
to go Men, of which they found a great many that would 
ny with — and —— ſerate their Gn. Condirti- 
on in private? For they durſt not do it openty, for fear of in- 
rring he Wrad of ch Inquiſitors, and of being them- 
felves alſo branded and treated after the ſame manner, as 
ſome of them indeed have been. For, I muſt do here my 
honeſt Country men the Juftice ro ſay, that rhe beſt part of 
them, who are yer be thanked) very numerous; 
are almoſt ail ro a Man in their Hearts for niverſal 
Toleratien, and will by no means do to others that which 
they themſelves wonld not have others do unto them. 
But the Tyranny of the Generality of the French Clerg y 
is ſuch, that few will have the Courage ro ſpeak out what. 
A and to run the Hazard of being themſelves 
undone, whilſt they endeavour to reſcue others from theit 
Hands. But vet a Chriſtian Compaſſion for thoſe whom 
they thus Perfecure, hath long fince conquer'd all my Fears 
of chem, who, by the good Providence of God, have been 
able to do me but little Miſchief. And therefore, I 
have often dar d to comp lain in very high Terms of theſe 
Miſdemeanours ro ſeveral French Miniſters, and Elders 
of ſeveral French Churches; but, God knows, to very little 
purpofe. So chat I reſolved ar laſt to lay theſe Grievances 
8 "dg now) before the Engliſh Nation, of wheſe exceed- 
n 


g Clemency we have experienced ſo much Good Will, 


Forbeatance, and Charity, far beyond our Deſerts, both froni 
High, but eſpecially Low Church-Men, «nd Diiſenters of 
all Sorts. But as I would try all poſſible Means, before 1 
came to this Extremity, I reſolved to give hem notice of 
this Deſign; that we our ſelves might hea! out own Brea - 
ches, and ſtifle for ever thefe 'Charch-Antmoſities in a 
Friendly and Chriſtian way, wirhour giving this Offence: to 
this Narton; the beſt part of which it is fa much our Inte- 
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| * 
reſt dot to diſpleaſe, as it would be our Glory to imitats - 
And accordingly I wrote a Letter, dated the 21/t of Fune 4 

laſt, to the Veſtry of that Church ro which my Family be- f 
longs ; of which I ſhall inſert here the moſt important 4 
Heads, as well as of the Anſwer that you, Reverend Sir, - 
have been pleas d to return. NF , 0 

Called upon your Veſtry to prove, That Infant Bapes/m 
is an Evangelical Ordinance, that is to ſay, that 2 p 

* is at leaſt one expreſs Command, or a plain Inſtance in the G 
4 


New Teſtament, that proves and eſtabliſnes that Ordi. 
* nance, in an undoubred Manner. And alſo, (which I 
* chiefly inſiſted upon, as being the moſt. important of all 
* Thar the Orthodox ought, or may, inflict any Civil Penal- 
* ties to Hereticks, bur Death; which, according to 
* Mr. Graverol, and our Modern, Miniſters, is the only 
thing that ought to be dęeemed Perſecution,” ,\,- 

After I had called upon your Veſtry, Reverend, Sir, to 
prove theſe Things, I praceeded as, followv s. 
The Evils, chat have flown, from this perſecuring. Ho- 
© &rine, force me to dwell a little upon it. I. ſhall. ſay 
then in a few Words, that our French People haye done 
* all rhe Miſchief they could ro thoſe, whom they are 


*2municating them firſt, (tho' contrary to e pf this 
Land,) and thereby rendering them infamous, and odiou 


{1 


of the Sea. Give me Leave, 
the Treatment I have mer w 
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* Aﬀaulr on every ſide; by calumniating me in a moſt cruel 
manner; ſaying to thoſe T deal with, ro my Cuftomers, 


© and even to ſeveral of my Work-Men, Thar J had been 


© dipped into ah Horſe-pond ; that I was a Feſuir; a Soci- 
nian; that I denied the Reſurrectich of the Dead, and 
a Life to come; that I was an Atheiſt, and believed no- 
thing that is written in the Bible; and that I believed 
neither God, nor Devil. And altho' they have miſcar- 
ried almoſt in all their (I had almoſt ſaid deviliſh) Un- 
dertakings, yet they never fail'd to lay hold of rhe leaft 
Opportunity to blacken me, as much as it lies in theit 
power. For I was no ſooner come to live where I do 
* now, than our French People went ro my Landlord, and 
told him theſe fine things, in order to make him turn me our 
* of my Houſe. Bur, as My Landlord is a Man of Senſe, I un- 
* deceiv'd him eaſily of theſe Calumnies. When I begin 
to deal with any one, or when I ger a new Cuſtomer, I 
may almoſt depend to hear the ſame News from our Gen- 
* tlemen, No longer ago than the laſt Week, an Engliſh 


Merchant told me that our French People had enterrained ' 


fim with the ſame Stories. Another of the ſame Trade, 
© who deals much with French People, refuſed in a civil 
manner to deal with me about nine Months ago, tho' I 
asked no Credit of him. The Caſe being thus, I be- 
* ſeech you, Gentlemen, to tell me in Conſcience, whe- 


ther the Papiſts themſelves can fay, or do, any thing 


* worſe, in a Country where they have not the Civil Pow - 
* er in their Hands? Thar which renders this Perſecution 
© yer more crying, and more odious, than it is even in it 
ſelf, are the Circumſtances that attend it: Such as irs co- 


ming from one of the moſt polite People, who are natu- 


rally civil and courteous, and who themſelves have loft 
their Eſtates, and what was moſt dear to them in this 
World, by Perſecution. And that which aggravates its 
* Cruelry yet more, if it is poſſible, and which is yet more 
ſurprizing, is, chat this is done in a Free Country, and 
in a'Reign, the moſt mild, and che moſt clement, that 


ever was perhaps in the World; and in which they them- 
* ſelves are protected: A Country, wherein all Diſſemters, 


* even from the Eſtabliſhed Church, enjoy a perfect Tfau- 
5 . So thar I find my Self fore d, with an extreme 
Sorrow, to ſay, that our. French People, together with the 
Jacobites, and the Papiſts, are the only Perſecutors that 
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© here to break through the Rules of ordinary Modeſty and 
s Decency, in adding, that I have behaved my ſelf towards 
my Countrymen, without Diſtinction, in a quite diffe- 
© rent manner; that I have done them all the Services that 
it has been in my Power to do them, upon all Occafions 
that have offered themſelves, notwithſtanding their ill 
Treatment: Which, I hope, I ſhall ever do, let what 
* will happen. For, I am reſolved, with the Aſſiſtance of 
God, never to looſe the Sight of my Bleſſed Saviour's 
Example 1 55 | | 

* Before I rake my Leave, I muſt tell you thar I cannot 

* conclude this Letter, without telling you, Gentlemen 
that are Miniſters, freely, and as a Friend, Thar thoſe 
* whom you deem Hereticks are weary of being perſecuted 
by their Fellow- Refugees; and that, in the Reign of a 
* Prince, who ſeeks nothing more than to be the common 
Father of all his Subjects. So that, if you do not reme- 
dy theſe things ſpeedily, they will find themſelves forced 
* againſt their Will to appeal to the Nation, that it may ws 
© judge of their Cauſe. Indeed I ſee no Medium. You fir 
© muſt declare your ſelves for one Side, or for the other; 
* that is to ſay, Either you muſt prove by rhe Scripture, 
as I have ſaid before, that the Orthodox ought to inflif 
any Civil Penalties on Hereticks, when they have the Ci- 
vil Power in their Hands; and, when they have it not, that 
they ought to treat them in the ſame manner as you treat thoſe 
whom you are pleaſed to deem ſuch : Or elſe, you muſt con- 66 
demn that perſecuring Doctrine, by preaching it down,as ab- 
ſurd, and inconſiſtent with true Chriſtianity; in ſuch a man- 
ner, that your People may, and till ſuch a time, that they a- 6's 
| ctually do, throw off that 5 Prejudice, that has occaſioned Tr 
q ſo many Evils, and kindled ſo great Animoſities among Pro- 8 
N | © reftants. By theſe Means we may very well hope to live 18 
4 peaceably one with another, as true Chriſtians ought to do, 
according to the Example of that brave Nation that pro- 

| * tets us, (for I do not mean here the Jacobires, nor the 
| -© Papiſts:) Or, if we cannot come to a perfect Union of 

.* Sentimerifs, which there is no likelihood of in this Life; 

| © (becauſe we neither ſee, nor think alike ;. becauſe, whilſt 
ve are on this Side the Grave, we know but in part, and 
© ſee but through a Glaſs darkly; and becauſe ir would be 
one of the greateſt Wonders in this World, to find all 
_ © -Meneoncindealwaysrightly, from ſuch Principles as the 
: have, and never ſhall have, in this Life, but an 4 
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(1) 


Knowledge of.) If, I ſay, Reverend Sire, we cannot 
come to a perfect Uniformity, yer, at leaſt, we may 
come to that Unity, which is eſſential ro true Chriſtiani- 


* and which is the grand, if not the only, Character, 
that ought to diftinguiſh the true Diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt 


4 
6 

c 

from thoſe that are nor ſo; and which conſiſts in Loving 
* one another, ſo as — alſo hath loved us. For, as Jeſus 
* Chriſt himſelf ſays ; by this ſhall all Men know that ye are 
* my Diſciples, if ye have Love one towards another. I con- 
* ci1de by ſaying, that, as there is nothing, on the one 
Hand, that ought to prevent your coming into this Chri- 
* ſtian Scheme; ſo, on the other Hand, you have the Ex- 
* amples of a Clcud of Chriſtian Heroes, that declare o- 
* penly for this excellent Merhod, borh in this Kingdom, 
* and beyond Sea; having at their. Head one of the grea- 
* teſt Princes of Europe, who is a thorough Proteſtant, and 
may juſtly be deem'd the Solomon of theſe Days, c. 

What Anſwer you are pleaſed to give to all this, Reve- 
rend Sir, is contain d in the 18th. and 19th Pages of your 
firſt Letter to we, and is as follows. 

* I ſhall make it appear that Infant-Baptiſm is well enough 
grounded in the holy Scriprure, to juſtify our Practice 
thereof; ſo that ir obliges us to treat rhe Anabaptiſts O- 
* pinion as an Error; bur we do nor treat it as an He- 
* rely. 2dly, I ſhall take great care not ro prove, as you 
call upon me to do, That the Orthodox have a Right to 
20 « 03 any Civil Penalties on Hereticks, D. 1th only excepted ; 


which, according to Mr. Graverol, and our modern Miniſters, 


* 3s the only thing that ought to be deemed Perſecution.” But 
if you like to go on in this ſort of Diſpute, I ſhall ſhew 
that Hereticks are themſelves more animated with the 
* Spirir of Perſecurion, than thoſe whom you are pleaſed 
to call Orthodox; that thoſe Hereticks are ſo rickliſa, 
and ſo uneaſy, whilſt they are undermoſt, that ir is a 
great Happineſs for us that they have nor the Power in 
their Hands; that the Modern Miniſters will carry Toles 
ration and Moderation too far, if they do nor oppoſe, 
with all their Might, a PACK of I know nor who, who 


the Nation, and to have them exrerminated by it; that it 
might very well happen that rhe Herericks themſelves ſhould 
be comprehended in the Slaughter of the Orthodox. And 
I hope that you, Sir, will have too much Wiſdom, ' Pru- 


„ 
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* ſtir Heaven and Earth, to render them infupportable to 
4 

c 

6 


' « dence, and Charity, to contribute your Time, and your 


32 Money, 


N ( 12 ) 


Money, towards the executing of ſo barbarous a Deſign, if 
I can aſſure you, Reverend Sir, that I have conſider'd ye 
this Paſſage of your Letter ſeveral times over, with all the fe 
Attention I was capable of; and I am ſorry to tell you, | 
that the beſt Judgment I can make of it is, that I hardly te 
ever ſgw ſo much of every thing that is bad, in ſo few 3 
Lines. | | t 
Yau ſay that you ſhall make it appear, Gc. I hope, good 1 
Sir, you do not mean that you'll make it appear to thoſe n 
that you have already brought ſtrongly ro believe that ir h 
appears ſo to them? If fo, your deſign'd Treatiſe will be v 
very near a-kin ro a Popiſh Sermon that I heard once, The 1 
Prieft preached upon Tranſubſtantiation; and I doubt nor, 0 
Hie made it appear to his Congregation, (bur not to me,) that ſ 
it xa well enough grounded in the holy Scripture; enough, I a 


ſay, to juſiify their believing it. No Wonder, cenfidering 
that his People believed it before- hand, and, for ought I 
know, better than the Prieſt himſelf did, who perhaps be- 
lieved nothing of it, altho' he earneſtly preached it to 
others. 1 
Theſe Words of yours, well enough grounded, ſhew how 
doubtful you your ſelves are in thoſe controverſial Points. 
And yer theſe are the Points, which you inforce upon your 
Hearers, ſo far as to incenſe them againſt your Diſſenters 
therein. But pray, Reverend Sir, what could be the Rea- 
ſon of your changing my Words, and anſwering that I 
fant-Baptiſm is well enough grounded in the holy Scripture, 
whilſt my Queſtion was, whether jr be well grounded in 
the New Teſtament? As for my part, I had no Cunning in it. 
For I thought then, and I do think ſtill, that the only pro- 
per Book to be made ule of, to prove any Ordinance in the 
Chriſtian Religion, is the New Teſtament. And I will ven- 
ture to ſay, that, if the New Teſtament is too ſcanty for this 
your Purpoſe, (which you ſeem to be ſenſible of,) the reſt of 
the Scripcure will do you but very little Service: And, I 
believe, you'll, find it ſo, when you come to write your | 
Treatiſe. But to come to the Matter it ſelf: 3 
I had demanded only one Expreſs Command, or one 
lingle Inſtance, in the New Teſtament, that proves the Ne- 
cefliry of Infant-Baptiſm. I yerily think, I could ask for 
no leſs; and yet you are not ſo good, as to point out any 
ſuch. Pray, Reverend Sir, conſider it over again, and lee 
whether ſuch an Ordinance, as one of the Two Sacraments 
ig the Chriſtian Religion, can ſtand, without either one 
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ſingle expreſs Command, or one fingle Inſtance, by which 
you can make ir undoubtedly appear, that at leaſt one In- 


faut was either baptized in Fact, or commanded to be fo, 


[ rhink this is very intelligible. The Anſwer then oughr 
to have been as plain; thar is, if there is ſuch a Com- 
mand, or Inſtance, or both, you ought ro have produced 
the Goſpel, rhe Epiſtle, or any other Book of the New 
Teſtament, rhe Chapter, and Verſe, where fuch a Com- 
mand, or Inſtance, is io be found; and then, you would 
have carried your Point, and anſwer'd my Queſtion fully: 
which, I dare ſay, you wou'd have done if you could. But 
if you are ſenſible that you are utterly unable to do either, 
ought not you, as a faithful Minifter of the Goſpel, an- 
ſwer fairly and ingenuouſly, that Infant-Baptiſm is nor ar 
all grounded in the New Teſtament ? Bur inſtead of thar, 
you ſay, you'll write a Treatiſe to ſhew that Infant-Baptiſm 
3s well enough grounded in the Holy Scripture, to juſtify your 
Practice thereof. Pardon me, Reverend Sir, if I wonder to 
ſee a French Proteſtant Divine, who glories in the Fifth Ar- 
ticle of his Confeſſion of Faith, viz. That the Holy Scripture 
it the Rule of all Truth; That it contains all that is neceſſary 
for the Service of God, and for our Salvation; That it is not 
lawful for Men, nor even for Angels themſelves, to add there- 
unto, nor to diminiſh therefrom, nor to alter any thing thereof : 


Pardon me, Reverend Sir, I ſay, if I wonder to ſce a 


| French Proteſtant Divine declare THIS ro God, and the 
World; and yet in the ſame Breath ſay, that he will make 
it appear that Infant-Baptiſm is well enough grounded in the 
Scripture, without pretending ſo much as to have one ſingle 
expreſs Command, or one fingle Inſtance, in the New 
Teſtament for the Proof thereof. By what fine Logick 
you can make this appear, I confeſs, I am not able ro tee. 
This Argument mighr do well enough in the Mouth of a 
Popiſh Priet ; becauſe he has Tradition to help him our. 
Bur from a Proteſtant Divine, that diſowns Tradition for a 
certain Rule in Matters of Faith, or Practice, I profeſs once 
more, it ſounds very odd to me. And, after this way cf 
penny the Ordinances of the Chriſtian Religion, it will 

e very eaſy for Papiſts to prove their Seven Sacraments ; 
and not only that, but almoſt any thing that they ſhall 
have a mind to. I wiſh, Reverend Sir, that you, and your 
Brethren, would be ſo kind as to conſider impartially, and 
anſwer fairly, rhe Objections that Mr. Boſſuet Biſhop of 
Meaux, and Father Maimbourg, have made to your rejecting 
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(14) 
the Traditions of the Fathers, and yet holding in common 
with the Papiſts ſuch Doctrines, as are not Defenſible 
without thoſe Traditions. Fog 8 
Bur, Reverend Sir, fince you deſign to write a Treatiſe, 
in order to ſhew that Infant-Baptiſm is well wa pa in 
the Holy Scripture, without any one Command, or In- 
ſtance, out of the New Teſtament to ſupport it, I muſt 
tell you that · I ſhall nor be your Adverſary. - For, a Trea- 
tiſe of that Nature muſt of courſe be roo puzzling for me, 
who endeavour to take my Notions of Religion wholly 
from that ſacred Book. Bur, after all, if you are ſtill re- 
ſoly'd to ſhew the World your Skill in Antiquity, 1 have 
already nam d to you ſuch Writers, as will match you bet- 
ter than I can. I have now done with rhe firſt Head of 
r Anſwer; the Meaning of which, I beg Leave to lay 
fore the World, in order to raiſe its Expectation of your 
2 Treatiſe. And, as far as I can apprehend it, it is 
is; | 
I ſhall make it appear, to thofe to whom it appears already, 
that Infant-Baptiſm is well enough grounded in the Holy Scxip- 
ture, without any one Command, or Inſtance, in the New Teſtament 
to ſupport it; enough, I ſay, Fo juſtify our Practice thereof to 
our ſelves ; and therefore we are obliged to treat the Anabap- 
tiſts Opinion as an Error, but we do not treat it, at preſent, as 
an Hereſy ; becauſe they are protected here; and alſo becauſe they 
have on their ſide, both Command, and Example in the New 
Teſtament, for their Greundleſs Opinion. | - 

I come now, Reverend Sir, ro the Second and Main 
Part of the afore- cited Paſſage of your Letter; which is 
ſuch a Maſter- piece of Prevarication, of malicious Defa- 
mation, and weak Sophiſtry, that I greatly queſtion whe- 
ther the Helliſh Community ir ſelf (as your great Champi- 
on Mr. Dubourdieu calls the Society of Feſuits) can go beyond 
it: And I muſt own, that, had it been writ by a cer- 
rain Converr, I could nor help thinking him worthy of 
the firſt Preferments of that Fraternity. | 

1. You ſay, you ſhall never undertake to prove... that 
the Orthodox have a Right to inflift any Civil Penalties on He- 
reticks, &c. No: What is the Matter now, Reverend Sir? 
Is this Doctrine, that hath been your Darling in the Time 
of your Proſperity, and your exceſſive Fondneſs for which hath 
not been able to overcome the Senſe of your late Calamiries, 


become on a ſudden unfaſhionable? Is it become ſo, ſince 
Mr. Graverel (whom your New Champion, the Reverend Mr. 


Lion, 
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rn 


Liont, the ſame who hath boaſted of having had many En- 
* counters with the Refugee-Tribe in behalf of Mr. Oe la 
* Pillonniere, calls one of the pooreſt paultry Writers in the 
World) 1 his Book, or rather ſince that Convert 
harh publiſhed his. ſolid and craſhing Anſwer ro ir. But if fo, 
and if you are nowſo much awed, as to declare, that you ſhall 
never undertake to prove that the Orthodox, &c. why then do 
you venture to practiſe that Doctrine, which you are a- 
ſhamed to defend? Why do not you join with that honeſt 
and truly Proteſtant Convert, in crying it down 2 Why do 
not you order a publick Faſt, (as T hear your penitent Bre- 
thren the Calviniſts honeſtly did ſome Years ago in New 
England,) and mourn over your former enormous Proceed- 
ings ? Why, inſtead of either defending opealy againſt him, 
or giving up fairly, that miſchievous Doctrine, do you 
ſhew your ſelves as conſcious of its Heinouſneſs, as you 
are till unwilling to part with it: and why do you make 
up your want of Argument, or even Prerences, to ſupport 
it, by the united Force of your Railing 2 Your ſacred 
Brotherhood hath been ſeen, for almoſt rheſe rwo Years 
. paſt, and is ſeen ſtill, not only to borrow Calumnies 
from the Mouth of ſome worthleſs Engliſp High-Churchmen 
and Facobites, bur greatly ro improve upon them, and to 
keep them up; even long after they have been dead among 
the Engliſh. They have been ſeen to Cook- up Falſe Oaths, 
and to hurry to and fro, in a Feſuitical Manner, from Houſe 
to Houſe, and from Coffee-Houſe to Coffee-Houſe, in or- 


der to tear to pieces the Reputation of that Iwulnerable 


Convert, by whiſpering about that he is an Emiſſary of the 
Helliſh Society, an Arian, a Socinian, and God knows 
what ! only becauſe they are ſenſible they can no other- 
wife defend againſt him that infamous Doctrine, whieh 
they are angry they have been call'd fo publickly and fo 
loudly to give up, or ro juſtify. This I know, and this 
you know, you your ſelf have done, Reverend Sir; and as 
you have met with the Scorn of the few, whilſt you have got 
the Applauſe of the many, no wonder if you are grown 
ſo ſay, and if you declare that you ſhall never undertake to 
prove that the Orthodox ought, &c. But what muſt we Laymen 
think of a Doctrine, that dares no more ſhew irs Head; of 
a Convert, who hath deſpis'd Church-Allurements, and Church- 


Rage, to defend us from Charch-Perſecution,and Church- Dramy; 


and of many of you Gentlemen of the Clergy, who have ftirr d 
Headen and Earth to ruin him, in order to fave your Diana, 
go 1. e. 
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a fuller Account afterwards) prove very learnedly and ver 
well that the Orthodox have no Right to inflict any Civil Pena 
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i.e. your Calviniſtical many: headed Popedom; or Encroach- 
ments upon the Civil and Religious Rights of the Laity ? 
But give me leave to ask you another Queſtion, Rev. Sir, 


Whence is it that you are now reſolved not to undertake to prove 


that the Orthodox, &c. whilſt you can remember that I have of. 
ren heard you in private Converſations, (of which I ſhall give 


ties on Heretickhs ; and nor only highly praiſe Mr. Baile's Philo- 
ſophical Commentary, bur warmly ſay much the ſame Things 
in behalf of an Univerſal Toleration, as have now brought 
down your Wrath upon the aforeſaid Convert? Then, I 
can teſtify that you had no Awe, nor Shyneſs upon you : 
Which ſhews that you knew you maintain'd then the true 


and honourable fide of the Queſtion ; which Party-Intereft, 


or Party-Fury, may have now allur'd, or compelled you to 
forſake, but hath by no means enabled you to diſprove. 
2. You ſay that you ſhall never undertake to prove, as I call 


upon you to do, that the Orthodox have a Right, &c. I have 


calf d upon you to do no ſuch thing, Reverend Sir; for, Inever 
require from any one whar I know, and what every Man 
of common Underſtanding muſt know, to be impoſſible for 


him to do. And I could no more require from you to prove this, 
than to prove that Murder, and Slander, and all other Im- 


moralities, are lawful, or commanded by God ; but I com- 


plained only of your Practice, which I knew to be highly 


criminal, and utterly unjuſtifiable. That I defired ſomething 


of you, and of five others of your Brethren, is very true 
but it was quite different from what you ſay I did. For, 


in the latter Part of my Letter, after having warned you 
that thoſe perſecuted People were tired of Suffering, I ſaid : 


| Indeed I fee no Medium: you muſt declare for one ſide, or the other; 
that is to ſay,either you muſt prove, that the Orthodox,&C. cr elſe you 


muſt condemn that Dotrine, by preaching it down, as abſurd, and 


Inconſiſtent with true Chriſtianity ; in ſuch a manner that they 


may, and till ſuch time as they attually do, come off from that 
Popiſh Prejudice, &c. This I defired indeed, and do deſire 


. ſtill. Bur, tho' it is as unavoidable for you, as it is reaſona- 


ble for me to deſire you, to do one of theſe two things; all 


your Anſwer, in other Words, is, that you ſhall never un- 
dertale to do either of them. What could a Popiſh Monk, or 
Jeſuit, in a Proteſtant Dreſs, anſwer worſe than this, I am 
at a Loſs to imagine. Bur I muſt follow you Step by Step. 
3. . You ſay chat you ſhall never undertake to prove, as I cal 


upon 


' 


- 


pon you to do, (then comes my whole Queſtion) ©whether the 
* Orthodox haue a Right to inflict any Civil Penaltics on Here- 
*- ricks, Death excepted ; which, according to Mr. Graverol, 
* and our Modern Miniſters, is the only thing that ought to be 


* deemed Perſecution. Here I did charge Mr. Graverol, you, 


and the Generaliry of your Brethren, with two things. 
The firſt was, that you perſecuted thoſe that diſſented from 
you, as I had explained ir in my Letter. The ſecond was, 
that you deemed nothing Perſecution, bur Death. To theſe 
two things, again; Reverend Sir, you are pleaſed to return 
no manner of Anſwer; no, not ſo much as to deny either 
of them; which ſhews that I had charged you rightly. Bur 
according to your evaſive and jeſuitical way, you run to 
quite another Point, which is entirely beſide the Queſtion, 
and ſay, That yu ſhew on the contrary, that Hereticks are 


\_ themſelves. more animated with the Spirit of Perſecution, than 


your Brethren, to make good that | 
know you cannot. For, as they have never Perſecuted, 
(i. e Excommunicated, Defam'd, Ruin'd, Gc.) ſo, they 


thoſe whom I am- pleaſed to call Orthodox. Suppoſe you do, 
Reverend Sir, what then? Will you infer from thence 
that one Evil miſt juſtify another Evil? But pray, whom 
do you mean by this Word, Heretick? Do you mean that 


Set of Men in-whoſe Behalf I write ? If you do, their Caſe 


is very hard indeed. For, as if it was not enough to per- 


ſecute them to the utmoſt of your Power, you would have 


them look d upon as greater Perſecutors than your ſelves; 
which is the greareſt: Aggravarion that can be to their Suf- 
ferings; and if true, would, in great — juſtify your 
Retaliation upon them. But I challenge you, and all 
ertion: which I 


exclaim againſt all manner of Perſecution, (which you do 
not at preſent,) as the very, worſt part of Popery, and às 
the greateſt Sin under the Sun. And therefore, this is but 
loading them ſtill with the groſſeſt Calumny, and a; new 
Degree of Perſecution. But if you mean any other Peo- 
ple, then your Aſſertion is nothing to the preſent Purpoſe. 
However, you go on: Du will ſhew that theſe Hereticks 
are ſo tickliſh, and ſo uneaſy, when they are undermoſt, that it 
is a great Happineſs for you that they have not the Power in their 


Hands. Well they may, indeed, whilſt they ſmart under 


your high Hand: And what Wonder is there that Men, who 
know themſelves harmleſs, ſhould be uneaſy under Perſe- 
cution 2 One would think that Men who have felt it them- 
ſelves, and are come juſt red hot _— Perſecution, ſhould 


allow] 
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( 18 ) 
allow ro others ſome ſort of Uneafineſs, when they experi- 
ence from them the dreadful Effects of it. Were you your 
ſelf, Reverend Sir, and your Brerhren, in the Caſe of thoſe 
whom you will nor permit to be uneaſy, ſo as to be brand- 
ed with all the odious Names and Appellations that wicked 
Men, or ill-narured Zealots, can invent, to be excommu- 
nicated, and by that means rendered infamous, and odious 
to your Neighbours, your Relations, and beſt Friends; 
and that all manner of ways and means ſnould be made uſe 
of to ruin your good Name, your Perſons, and your Fami- 

lies, to all Intents and Purpoſes; and that yon ſhould be 
ſtoned in the Streets, as you are going about your lawful 
Buſineſs, (as ſome of thoſe whoſe Cauſe I plead have been;) 
and that all this ſhould be done in fuch a' way, and in ſuch 
a manner, as the Laws could not reach: I ſay, Reverend 
Sir, were you, and your Brethren, in ſuch a Caſe for ma- 
ny Years together, I verily believe 30% would be as tickliſh, 
and 41 das as any; and T would fain ask, whether you 
would not call Perſecution, ſuch a Condition of Life as is 
worſe perhaps than Death it ſelf ? Therefore, Reverend 
Sir, it becomes you, and your Brethren, very ill, firſt to 
pour out all your Rage and Fury upon theſe honeſt People; 
and then ro upbraid them with being tickliſſi and uneaſy 
< whilſt they are undermoſt. 

E As for what you add, That it is a great Happineſs for 

. vou that they have ot the Power in their Hands. I anſwer 

1 foft, Thar as you ſhew your ſelf not a very good-tem-' 

per'd Man, by expreſſing not the leaſt Compaſſion for ſuch | 

as are not only undermoſt, but trampled under Foot, and | 

- cruſh'd by you; fo, you ſhew your ſelf alſo a very bad 
Logician. For, how does it follow that, becauſe they k 
are uneaſy at the Abuſe of Power in others, they would a- ) 
buſe ir themſelves, if they had ir in their Hands? 245, P 

That it would have been à very great Happineſi, both for 0 

you and them, if you had had no Power at all in your 

Hands. For, then, you ſhould not have been guilty of 

theſe Enormiries; and they, and their Families, would 

not have undergone thoſe Violences and Hardſhips. 
But, perhaps I miſtake you all this while, becauſe what fol- 


lows ſeems to ler us a little into the Secrer. You ſay, 

That ,z0u wilt that the Modern Miniſters will carry Tole- 

_ ration. and Moderation too far, if they do not oppoſe themſelves 
a 


with all their Might, to a Pack of you know not' who, who ſtir 
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Heaven and Earth to render them inſupportable to the Nation, 
and to have them exterminated by it. | 

It is very plain that you do not mean to ſpeak here of 
your Diſſenters, about Infant-Baptiſm, Se. For, this is the firſt 
time that they have made any Sir of Moment againſt their 
Perſecutors, far from having ſtirr d Heaven and Earth. That 
you have the preſent Controver y in view, which hath occaſion d 
ſo great a Stir for theſe twelve Months laſt paſt, is alſo ve- 
ry plain. But I am a little at a Lofs to gueſs whom, of 
the many Perſons concern d la it, you mean, by a Pack of 
you know not who, Tho' we know pretty well, how ſpite- 
fully and ſcornfully the LAUDEAN CHURCH looks 
down upon you, and how ſcurvily you can alſo ſomerimes 
uſe the LAUDEAN CHURCH; how finely you can drefs 
her up in the RAGS of Rome, having the ſeven Hills and the 
Treble Crown in its Eſcutcheon, and grounding its Churchſhip 
on its Lineal Deſcent from the Grand Deceiver, which is baſe 
Heraldry in Divinity; (See Mr. Du Bourdieus Appeal, &c. 
p. 86.) yer ſure, you cannot mean any of her Darlings, not 
the Reverend Dean of Chicheſter, nor Dr. Dawſon, nor Mr. 
Law, nor Dr. Snape, nor Mr. Mills. For, on the one 
Hand, no body flings at them, (as you do here at your 
Pack,) as carrying Moderation and Toleration too far; and on 
the other Hand, for all that mutual Rancour and Scoldings 
between you and the Laudean Church, there hath been of 
late between you and them an Occaſional Friendſhip and 
Conformity: And as Dr. Snape in particular hath fſhew'd a 
very great Concern for the Honour of Calvin, and of your 
Synods, (which is fo much the more a greater Obligation, 
the more it went againſt the Grain) ſo, you have behav'd 
your ſelves mighty well towards him, and have even ap- 
pear d, in the very Minute of his Diſtreſs, and Wearineſs, 


as Auxiliaries to him. You can much leſs mean the Reve- 


rend Mr. Armand Du Bourdieu. For, tho' you are ſenſible 
thar he harh done you'bur an indifferent Piece of Service; 
yet you are ſure that he meant well; and, far from having 
ſtirr d Heaven and Earth to render you inſuppertable to the Na- 
tion, he hath done his beſt ro raiſe a Mob in your Behalf, 
and to varniſh over that which, if not mended, may truly 
render you ſo. Wes . 
Who can this Pack ef you know not who be then > What, 
are they too great Perſons, or too well protected by great 
Perſons, that you dare not name them? But, if it is true, 
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the French inſupportable to the Nation, and to have them ex- 
terminated by it; and this ſo univerſally, that (you ſay) 
it might very well happen that the Hereticks themſelves ſhould 
be comprehended in the Slaughter of the Orthodox; If this, I 
ſay, Reverend Sir, is true, and you know it to be ſo, you 
are as guilty as any of the whole Pack, not to acquaint the 
World immediately with the Names of the Conſpirators, 
and with the other Particulars of this herrid and barbarous 
Defign. But I want to know how it comes to paſs, that 
you alone are apprized of ſuch an inhuman and unnatural 
Deſign. It is true, Mr. Armand Du Bourdieu hath hinted 
ſomerhing like it; and J will nor preſume ro determine, 
whether he hath thar extraordinary piece of News from 
you, or you from him. But, Reverend Sir, pardon me if 
I can believe neither yon, nor him. To tell you the Truth, 
believe rather that this is a Trick of yours, and of your 
Brethren, to ſay no worſe of it, which you make uſe of, 
to blacken ſome good Men, who oppoſe all Spiritual Ty- 
ranny ; to ſtir Heaven and Earth againſt them; and to de- 
lude the Minds of the well-meaning People, ſo as to fill 
them with the moſt implacable Hatred, againſt the trueſt 
and beſt Friends rhe Proteſtant Cauſe, and Mankind, can 
have. But to return to your Pack of you know not who. 

Had you, Reverend Sir, been ſo kind, as to ſpeak a lit- 
tle plainer about your Pack of (you ſay) you know not who ; 
you wou'd have done me a great piece of Service, by ſa- 
ving me abundance of Trouble, which I have had in guęſs- 
ing who they are that make up that wicked Pack, as 
you wou'd fain be underſtood. Bur ſeeing it is ſo, I muſt 
therefore of Neceſſity proceed in my own: way. I have al. 
ready obſerv'd, that it can be none of thoſe that have writ- 
.ten on the Laudean Church's Side: therefore, that Pack 
- muſt be found ſomewhere on the Bangorian Side: And of 
theſe, they can be no others but thoſe who have writ ſome- 
thing concerning the French Refugees; and of whom it 
hath been complain'd, that they have carried Toleraticn and 
Moderation too far; and this brings us to the true Know- 
ledge of your wicked Pack, viz. the Right Reverend Bp. 
of Bangor, his Jeſuir, and perhaps the Reverend Mr. Durette, 
. who hath juſtify'd publickly the Reverend Mr, De 1a Pillon- 
. niere's Perſon, his ſevereſt Expreſſions, and main Principles. 
One could hardly think indeed that Church-Madneſs 
cou d carry you ſo far, as to make you have an Eye to that 
great and gloxious Prelate, when yon uſe this vilifying 
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Expreſſion. For, not to ſay that you have all, once, ſpo- 
ken of his Lordſhip, as the Reverend Mr. Aufrere hath, 
in his Letter ro Mr. De la Pillonniere ; (See the Preface to 
his Anſwer to Mr. Graverol ;) i. e. in the higheſt Terms of 
Eſteem and Veneration for his Perſon, and Love for his 
Principles ; and that the beſt even among thoſe who are E- 
nemies to his Principles, cannot help ar leaſt ro honour his 
Perion: You know very well that his Lordſhip hath the 
Hearts of chat Part of the Engliſh Nation, which alone hath 
ſupported the French Refugees; which alone they care, or 
can hope, to pleaſe; and which alone they always 
boaſted to ſide with. But yet one can little doubt but that 
his Lordſhip hath a good Share in your contemptuous 
Phraſe ; who knows what a Fence he hath prov'd to Mr. De 
la Pillonniere againſt your unbounded Rancour, the Roaring 
Furiouſneſs of which hath hurry'd along the Mak and the 
Unſieddy, but could nor reach his Exalted and Unmoveable 
Soul; who remembers to what Degree his Lordſhip bath 
been revil d upon that Account, not only by the wcrthleſs 
Wretch whom you have choſen for your Advocate, and 
who hath lately ſpoken as your Mouth in print, bur alſo by 
ſeveral of your Brethrea in privare Converſation, and in the 
very Pulpic. And indeed you your ſelf, Reverend Sir, ſpeak 
freely enough of his Lordſhip, in your ſecond Letter ro Me, 
when you ſay, Ni vous, ni la Pillonniere, ni Ev?que de Ban- 


gor, n avez le droit ni Fautorite de mettre nos Egliſes en jeu a 


votre FANTAISIE: i. e. Neither you, nor Pillonniere, nor the 
Biſhop of Bangor, have a Right to indulge the WANTO N- 
NESS of your FANCY, and to bring our Churches into play. 
Which Proceedings of yours, in reſpect to that worthy and 
Magnanimous Biſhop, who hath himſelf now loudly call'd 
upon you to account for your late Behaviour, before the En- 
2liſh Nation, whether it falls ſhort of what rhe worſt part 
of ir hath done agaioſt his Lordſhip, I leave ir to the Beſt 
to determine. 

As for his Feſuit, who is chiefly aimed at by you through 
his Lordſhip's Sides, whilſt your Engliſh Fellow-Slanderers 
have been all along endeavouring to wound his Lordſhi 
through the Feſuit's; I would have you know, that, wit 


all your Clamours and Stories, you ſhall not be able ta 


make us looſe the good Opinion we have of him. Tho' we, 
likely, diſſent from him in ſome things, as we do from jou; 
Yer, conſidering that he hath had the Courage to make ſo 
noble a Stand againſt Tyranny and Perſecution, and ro defend 
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our Reputation, and juſt Liberties, againſt you, we ſhall, 


both out of Juſtice to him, and Gratitude, defend him 


likewiſe againſt you, to the utmoſt of our Power. Not 
that we think that a Convert, whom his Innocence, his In- 
regriry, and Virtue protect; whom ſuch a Man as the Right 
Reverend Biſhop of Bangor ſtands by, and loves; whom 
we know to be very ſafe from all your Attempts, under the 
powerful Protection of ſo many great and worthy Friends, 
and Benefactors, of all Sorts, and Denominations; who hath 


ſhew'd himſelf ſo much able to defend himſelf, againſt a 


Hoſt of both Engliſh and French Enemies, and who hath 
now ſtopp'd the Mouths of them all; We do not think, I ſay, 


that ſuch a Convert wants at all to be defended by us. Bur, 


by acquainting better the Eng/iſþ Nation with all the Un- 
righteouſneſs, and all rhe Unworrhineſs of your Treatment 
of him, we ſhall get our ſelves theſe two Advantages: 1ff, 
To ſhew ro what pitch of Madneſs your IIl-will can carry 
you againſt thoſe you hate, and are reſolv'd ro deſtroy, 
becauſe they do not bend their Knee before you. 24h, 
What Quarter thoſe of them can expect from yon who are 
helpleſs, when you thus rave againſt thoſe who are ſo well 
protected, and whom you cannot hurt. : e 

Believe me, Reverend Sir, it is not Mr. De la Pillonniere 
who ſtirs Heaven and Earth, to render you inſupportable to the 
Engliſh Nation; (he hath been only the Occafion of your ſhew. 
ing the World what inſupporrable Spirit you are of;) but it is 


you your ſelves who do all that lies in your Power to render 


your ſelves ſo. For, what can that wiſe Nation think of you, 
French Gentlemen of the Gown, when ir ſees that yon tir 
Heaven and Earth, to render inſupportable to all a Convert, 
who hath got the kindeſt Regards'of the beſt part of it, in 
your own Efteem, for that very Reafon which incenſes 
you ſo much againſt him; and that, in order to this, leaving 
aft his Facts and Arguments wholly nnanſwer'd, you 
frighren your Peqple with the ridiculous Scare-crow of a 
Tragical and Romanrick Plot, Sc. and when it is better ac- 
gualnted with the many abſurd, and for that very Reaſon 
1 Arguments, by which you, and your Brethren, in- 
duſtriouſly endeavour to blow up the Paſſions of the Igno- 


"rant, and to alienate from him the Minds of his Friends; 
"and to make every one believe, what none of you, I dare 
ſay, and what you, Reverend Sir, I am ſure, never believ'd; 
viz. that Mr. De la Pillomiere is ſtill a'Feſuit, and an Emiſ- 
er. One of your Arguments, which I have heard from 
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your Brethrens Mouths (not to ſay from yours) many times 
over, and which is perpetually in all the French Zealors 
Mourhs, is much to this Effect, 

* The Feſwsts are a Society of the moſt ſharp, cunning, 
and crafty Men in the World; and as ſuch, when they 
* ſee a ſharp and acute Youth, they draw him in at any 
rate whatſoever, as being moſt fir for their Purpoſes, 
They ſend their Emiſſaries all over the World, and take 
care to have ſome in all Sects whatſoever, who have 
* ftrict Orders to turn themſelves into all Shapes. and 


Figures imaginable ; that thereby they may be the better 


© able ro undermine; blow up, and deſtroy, all the diffe- 
«* rear Eſtabliſhmears effectually ; and ſo their grand Caule 
and Deſigu may be compleatly brought about. And ir 
* hath been conſtantly obſerved that, of all the Jeſuits that 
ever came over to us ſince the Reformation, there never 
*. was bur one that preſevered and died amongſt us; and his 
* own Son made them amends for ir, by returning into 
* their Society. Now Mr. De Ia P. was once certainly a 
, 5 therefore, by the aboveſaid Rules, He is ſtill a 
Feſuit. 

This the French Clergy, and their Elders, have the 
aſſurance to throw into the Ale-Houſes, and Coffee- Houſes, 
and ro. oppoſe to à long Series of ſtubborn Fats, to the 
moſt convincing Teſtimonies of the Biſhop of Bangor, and 
of many cthers, and to this ſtrict Demonſtration. The 
great Aim of a Feſuit in Diſguiſe muſt be ro deſtroy Prote- 
ſtants 5 and there is no better Way of compaſſing that End, 
than ro blow up their mutual Religious Animoſities, and to 
encourage them to tear, every one of them, their Diſſenters 
to pieces. Now Mr. P. does the quite contrary, and is in an 
open War ONLY with thoſe who pretend to do the 
leaſt Harm, by Words, or Deeds, to their Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, as ſuch; and refuſe to look upon them as Bre- 
thren. Therefore he deſtroys only that which, if not de- 
ſtroy d, muſt end in the univerſal Deſtruction of Prote- 
ſtants. Therefore he is leſs a Feſuit, than the great Calvin 
himſelf, who put both the Spiritual and Civil Sword into their 
Hands, to fight for Trifles, and effectually ro deſtroy one 
another, by ſcattering all round chem Damnation, and 
Death. And if any Man happens to plague you with ſuch 
Demonſtrations as this, and to ſhew you that there is no- 
thing in your pretended Argument; that the Fallacy of it 
is ſo obvious, that any one, who has but a ſmall ſhare of 
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eommon Senſe, muſt ſee preſently through the Abſurdiry of 
ir; that Man himſelf is — . mark d out for Deſtructi- 
on, as one that ſavours of Hereſy; and he is ſomething worſe 
than a very bad Man, if not a Feſuit roo. The true Rea- 
ſon of your Obſtinacy in this wretched Argument is very 
plain, viz. becauſe you have no better, to prove that Mr. 
De la Pillonniere is a Feſuit ; and therefore you will ſtick 
ro ir, good, or bad. For, you are reſolved that he ſhall be 
a Feſuit ; and he muſt be a Jeſuit, whether he will or no. 
And altho' you can't believe ir your ſelves, yer your Peo- 
ple maſt, or ar leaft they muſt not ſay they do not: fo, 
that this is almoft become one of their Articles of Faith. 
And all this, for nothing 'in the World elſe, but becauſe 
this worthy Gentleman ftrikes, like a true Proteſtant, 
ar the very Root of Tyranny in Religion, and deſtroys at 
once that Kingdom of Darkneſs, which your Pride hath 
been ſo long, and with ſo much Pains, a building up, upon 
the credulous Ignorance of the Laity. One thing aſtoniſh- 
ing in this Conduct of the French Clergy is, that, rather 
than fail in ſtigmatizing Mr. De a P. as being a Feſuit in 
diſguiſe, they will run the hazard of giving the greateſt 
Blow to the Proteſtant Religion that can be given. For, 
the full import of their Reaſoning is this: the moſt ſharp, 
cunning, and crafty, i. e. in other Words, the moſt know - 
ing and underſtanding of all Men, (which is the Character 
rhey give to all the Feſuits) can never ſincerely embrace the 
Proteſtant Religion; from whence ir follows of courſe 


that it muſt be very defective and faulty. But, as they 


would fain be underſtood, their Argument is the greateſt 
Nonſenſe and Contradiction that can be. For, they uſe 
that as an Argument, to ſhew the Impoſſibility of a Feſuit's 
becoming a good Proteſtant, which indeed ought to be the 
beſt and the greateſt Argument, to ſhew the Facility of his 
becoming really ſuch. - Unleſs they take ir for granted that 
no Feſuit, and that none who hath been once a Feſuit, can 
be Honeſt ;: Which is much more incredible, than that 


there ſhould be no Honeſt Men among thoſe who ſay fo, 


and who make uſe of ſuch Jeſuitical Arguments, to deceive 
the unthinking Multitude, and to defame much better and 


worthier Men than themſelves. 


It muſt be acknowledged, Reverend Sit, that you Gen- 
tlemen, who are Sohs of the Free Woman, (as Mr. Graverol 


_ elegamly ſays,) and Qrchodox of the old Rock, as you love 


to call your ſelves, are inveſted with vaſt Privileges, 0 


* 


* 
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what thoſe” poor Wrerches the Proſelytes are. For, they 
muſt not, and ſhall not, make uſe of the beſt Arguments 
in the World agataſt you, (for, if they do, it ſhall always 
be Jeſuitical in them z) no, not even of thoſe grand and folid 
Arguments, upon which the whole Reformation is built, 
and without which ir is impoſſible it can ſtand. But, Re- 
verend Sir, it is not ſo with you. Tou are Sons of the Free 
Woman, and born Proteſtants ; and therefore you may pull by the 
Noſe, as much as you pleaſe, the Sons of the Bond Moman, as 
Mr. Durette expreſſes it; you may talk, or write, as poor- 
ly, and as popiſhly as you pleaſe ; you may frame what 
Arguments you pleaſe, as ſophiſtical, as fallacious, as ab- 
ſurd, and as wretched as you pleaſe. You may raiſe and 
depreſs Mr. De Ja Pillonniere's Underſtanding and Abili- 


ties; infer what he will do, from what others have 


done, or rather are falſely ſuppoſed ro have done, Sc. 
You are ſure beforehand that your grave Companies (as 
you call your Veſtrier in your ſecond Letter to me) and 
your blind Voraries will applaud whatever you'll ſay, or 
write, as moſt elegant, incomparable, and unanſwerable, 
and above all, as very Orthodox; altho they hardly un- 


derſtand one ſingle Paragraph of what is ſaid, or writ. You 


are Sons of the Free Women, and Caluiniſts by Birth; there- 
fore you. are all great Writers, ſound Divines, and Wits. 
Bur, Iam afraid, ir will not fare ſo well with you, among 


the knowing part of Mankind, when all your Arts are 


known, which you make uſe of, t0 dreſs up that honeſt Con- 


vert, in ſuch a manner, as that he may appear fit only for the Wrath 


of anenraged Multitude, (as the Biſhop of Bangor expreſſes it,) 
and eſpecially to make him pals for a Papiſt. For my part, 
in the midſt of the warmeſt Indignation, I cannor help 
ſmiling, at your playing upon your People ſuch Demon- 
ſtrations as this: Father Malebranche was a Searcher after 
Truth; he was a Papiſt, and died a Papiſt. Mr. De la 
Pillonniere is allo a Searcher after Truth, and was once a 
* Papiſt, and a Diſciple to Father Malebranche; therefore 
* Mr. De Ia Pillonniere is a Papiſt, and will die ſo. All this 
is indeed ſo groſs, and ſo enormous, that all my Fear is 


that ir will appear incredible. But every one, who knows 


any thing of you, knows that this hath been the daily Food, 
with which you have fed, for near theſe two Years paſt, 
your miſguided People. And as all this hath rather rais'd 
that Gentleman's Character, and ſank yours entirely with 


me; ſo, I can tell you, Reverend Sit, that you, and your 


thren, may go on in your ſanfified Tricks; they will 
1 D have 
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16 
have no manner of ill Effect, but upon your ſelves. For, 
depend upon ir, you are laughed at, even by many of thoſe 
very People that, you think, applaud you in your Unlimit- 

ed and Scandalous Railing. And, as I doubt not bur that 


there are ſome amongſt you, (tho' I know none my ſelf, ) 
who bluſh for you, and who, at leaſt inwardly, condemn 


thoſe wild Proceedings of their own Body; fo, I know 


that there are a great many among the Laity, who are Men 
of too much good Senſe, and of too generous a Temper, 
not to abhor ſuch an unparalell'd Behaviour towards one of 
their own Brethren, and Countrymen, who hath ſhew'd 
himſelf a teddy Friend to the Revolution-Principles, and to 
the Proteſtant Religion, tho' not to Proteſtant Perſecution, and 
Proteſtant Popery. And I give you my Word that, how 
much ſoever your Unwearied Scandal may have taken with 
the Dregs of our Country; or, as the Reverend Mr. Lions 
ſpeaks, with the REFUGEE-TRIBE ; all thoſe amongft 
us, whoſe Worth ſhelrers them from the Contempt of that 
Expreſſion, will not be ſo ſnamefully impos d upon, tho 
they have ſaid as yer but little. 

The Reverend Mr. Durette, who is himfelf a Convert, and 
who hath ſo ſeverely, and ſo juſtly,complain'd of your Treat- 
ment of Converts, is, I ſuppoſe, the third Perſon of your Pack, 
For the World knows that he hath, of his own Accord, 
writ a Book, the whole Drift of which is againſt Creed-Ma- 
Ee, and againſt the Popery of the Church, as he calls it, in 
Oppoſition to the Popery of the Pope, wherein he expreſſes 
himſelf even with mcre Boldneſs and Freedom againſt 
them, than the Reverend Mr. De /a P. himſelf, whoſe 


Cauſe he warmly eſpouſes, and ſtrenuouſly defends, He | 


hath paid indeed ar firſt very dear for it. For, your great 
Champion Mr. Dubourdieu, who had given him, ar the be- 
ginning of his Appeal to the Engliſh Nation, the bright 
Character of a Man of choice Learning and fine Parts, before 
he knew that Mr. Durette was the Author of the Treatiſe 
concerning the Abuſe of Cenfeſſions of Faith, blackens the Au- 
thor of that Book ar the end, and fulfills Mr. P's Predicti- 
on; (ſee his Third Defence, p. 117.) and ſays, amongſt o- 


ther Things, that he differs fem Mr. Malard, (whom Mr. 


Dubcurdicu hath accus'd, tho not at all convicted of Adulte- 
75, as deuble differs from ſingle, &c. And more than that ; 
tho! it is very well known that the Right Reverend Biſhop 
of London's Perſon hath never had a great Share in your 


Brethren's Eſteem, and that his Lordſhip and they mean » 
n | qui 
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quite different Church, whilſt they mean perhaps the 
ſame Power ; and widely differ in Politicks roo, chiefly a- 


bout the Goodueſs of the late Peace; yet, it ſeems, his Lord- 


ſhip hath been prevailed upon by them to make himſelf fo 
mean, our of Complaiſance ro them, more than any great 
Love for Calvin, as to thunder out his Anathemas againſt Ar- 
guments; and to brand, in a Circular Letter to the French 
Churches, this good Book of Mr. Durette as Infamous; to 
rank the Author of it, together with the Tranſlator of Sir 
Richard Steele's famous Dedication to the Pope, (againſt whom 
the Right Reverend Prelate cannot but have a particular Pi- 
que, upon more than one account,) and, what 1s very enter- 
raining, Sir Richard Steele himſelf, among the Emiſſaries 
of the Church of Rome; (ſee the Letter in the - ppendix ;) and 
to ſhew by the by his Anger at that ſo much admired 
Maſter- piece; in which good Senſe, and Humour, concur 
to enliven and brighten the only right and thorough Noti- 
ons of Whiggiſm, arid Proteſtantiſm. Bur, tho the great Sin 
of having vindicated the lively Tranſlator of that incompa- 
rable Piece, (ro which Stupidity it ſelf cannot help paying 
its Homage, ) is in its Nature unpardonable, like that againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt ; yer, conſidering that the Mords of Abſolution 
have been pronounc'd by the Right Reverend Prelate, and 
by the French Conſiſtory of the Savoy, as ſoon as Mr. Durette 
hath Repented, and ſubſcribed a Paper, which he calls a Declara- 


tion of his former Sentiments, but which they call, juſtly enough, 


a Recantation ; it is to be hoped, Reverend Sir, that, when 
you uſe next your contemptuous Expreſſions, you will rake 
Care that they may wholly fall upon the Feſuir, who harh 


not that particular Knack at Repentance, which a manifold 


Experience hath of late taught us French Miniſters have; 
and who does not ſeem ta be (like them) nimble enough 


to Sin and Repent, and to Repent and Sin again. For, who 


knows how far the Right Reverend Biſhop of London, and 
Mr. Dubourdieu, might reſent it, if you happen'd another 
Time to expreſs your ſelf, ſo as to leave it doubrful whe. 
ther you deſign to reflect upon Mr. Durette 2 This is the 
more to be dreaded by you, becauſe Mr. Durette aſſures 
us, in his late Appeal to the French Refugees, p. 48. that 
My Lord Biſhop of London, having heard a full Account 
of what had paſſed in the Aſſembly (of the Savey © burch) from 
the Mouth of the Deputies, ſhewed himſelf entirely PLEASED, 


and promiſed to recall his (heavy) enſure. And if his Log 
0 


was pleas d, Mr. Dubourdieu muſt of Courſe have been 


* too; 
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too; tho the unneceſſary Hardſhip of appearing ſo often 
upon the Stool of Repentance hath, I ſuppoſe, hindered him 
from recanting likewiſe his ſevereſt Charge upon Mr. Dus 

rette. It is true, that, ſince this glorious and happy Recon- 
eiliation, Mr. Durette hath been Refraftory in a great many 
Inſtances. For, on the one Hand, I know that he com- 
plain d grievouſly of his Inquifirors having cheated him, by 
forging a Title to the Copies of the Paper ſubſcribed by him, that 

were ſent to the French Churches. And, on the other Hand, 
J could lay a Wager that Mr. De la Pillonniere will be ten 
times more pleas d with Mr. Darette's new Book, than the 
Biſhop, Mr. Dubourdieu, and the French Clergy. For, tho in 
order ro atone for many Chriſtian and Proteflant Truths, 
which he ſtrenuouſly maintains, he compliments his Lordſhip 
as a Prelate very zealous for Orthodoxy ; and fits ramely un- 
der Mr. Dub.'s Charge, even where it touches him in the 
rendereft Point; and contradis himſelf a little more than 
he had done in his Firſt Book: yer, every one can eafily 
ſee that his Underſtanding and his Heart are not much/on 
their fide. And, on the contrary, if you hear him ſpeak 


of Mr. De la P.'s Perſon, he will tell you that the Fatts of 


his very firſt Defence maſter d his Fudernent by their Evidence 

in that Gentleman's behalf, p. 5. If you hear him ſpeak of- 

Mr. De la P.'s Expreſſions ; he will tell you that be juſtified 

#hem (in his firſt Book) to ſhew better how Notorious and Cry- 

ing the Abuſe (of Confeſſions of Faith) was, conſidering that 

thut Abuſe alone juſtified, without) him, even the hardeſt Ex< 
preffions. And if you hear him ſpeak about Mr. De la P.'s Princi- 
ciples, he will declare, (as Mr. P. does,) for diſcarding, net 

thoſe Articles which diſtinguiſh a Proteſtant from a Papiſt, hut 

thoſe which diſiinguiſh a Proreſtanrt from a Proteſtant ; which 

conſtitute the Eſſence of the different Sets, and are the grand 

Cauſe of Enmity and Schiſms. He will blame thoſe who, of 
their own Authority, cook up (as Mr. Claude ſays) Articles of 
Faith, and by that Means overthrow the great Principle of the 
Reformaticn. He will tell you, Thar this is the Abuſe againſt 
which he hath exclaim'd ſo much: which is injurious to Feſus 
Chrift, whoſe Prerogative it wounds; injurious to Chriſtians, 


from whoſe Dignity it derogates, and whoſe Dignity it encroaches ' 


upon; deſtruttive to every Proteſtant State in particular, whoſe 
Power it weakens by the inteſtine Diviſions it creates; and to 

all the Proteſtant States in general, whoſe mutual Union and 
Correſpondence it deſtroys, in NP fo neceſſary in order to with- 


and "their common Enemy, viz. Popery, (p. 24. ares 
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Laſtly, Mr. Durette will recommend to you (as Mr. Pillon- 
nierg does) a Catholick, Zeal, inſtead of that narrow Zeal e- 
very one is wont to have for his own Se, &c. All which, if 
his Lordſhip of London is entirely pleas'd with, the Lower 
Houſe of the Convocation, will not at all, I am afraid, be pleas'd, 
and will quickly draw up a Repreſentation againſt his Lord- 
ſhip. But, after all, as it is very plain from the whole Te- 
nour of this Book, that Mr. Durette hath, notwithſtanding 
all this, a great Mind to pleaſe his Lordſbip, and pleaſes 
himſelf very much in the Thoughts of his having obtain d 
his Aim; and as he will have it ſtill, in ſpite of all the 
World, that he is not a Latitudinarian, as Mr. Pillonniere 
is, becauſe he bungles ſometimes the Biſhop of Londex's 
Syſtem with Mr. Pillonniere s, (which cannot be:) Whether 
Mr. Durette may now well be accounted one of your Pack, 
as well as Mr. Pillonniere, or no, the wat of Londen, 
Mr. Dub. and you, Reverend Sir, can beſt tell. 1 
But, Reverend Sir, as you ſay at the end of your firſt 
Letter (in which I am forced to overlook a great many 
Things) that you ſhall ſhew that the Modern Miniſters will 
carry Toleration and Moderation too far, if they do not oppeſe 

themſelves with all their Might to 4 Pack of you do nat know 
who, &c, Which Pack is now found to center chiefly i 
the Reverend Mr. De Ja P. and as you know that Mr. Othe 
bourdieu, who hath talen up the Cudgels, (to uſe his noble Ex- 
prefſion,) after Mr. Graverol, bath been very much are 


and treated as an abanden d Wretch on both fides; Ie 
that you will ſoon appear in ſo glorious a Cauſe; eſpecis 
ly being ſatisſied that the Engliſh Clergy knows very little or 
nothing beſides Party Matters, (as you have often told me 3 
and therefore that they can be no ſuch able Managers of 
Controverſy, as Mr. Dub. hath promifed us we ſhould Fad a- 
mong the French Clerg y, and as are ſtill behind the Scene. 
It is true the Reverend Mr. De la Motte, who goes a- 
mong the Refugees under the Name of the Penitent, becauſe, 
| tho' a Son of the Free Woman, and Calviniſt by Birth, he turn d 
Papiſt, and Calviniſt again; and whoſe ſecond Converſion 
would, in my Opinion, look much better, if he had ſhew'd 
leſs Zeal for many Degrees ſtill of Proteſtant Popery : Mr. 
De la Motte, I ſay, hath lately pretended to anſwer, in a 
little more decent manner than his Brethren have, ſome 
few Paſſages our of Mr. De la Pillonniere's French and Eng- 
liſh Books, and of Mr. Durette's Treatiſe concerning the Abuſe 
of Confeſſions ef Faith; which, he knows, after all the Aua- 
bbemnas, 
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not; and that this is a notorious Palliation o 
which you and your Brethren have often had recourſe to in 
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| themas, ard all the Recantations in the World, muſt be an- 


ſwered. I will be ſo juſt to him, as to own, that he very 
well lays open Mr. Durette's Inconſiſtencies, tho without 
at all confuring, bur rather owning the Truth of, -the 
main and principal part of his Book. But, I veril 
think, Reverend Sir, that Mr. De la Motte hath le 


ftil work enough for you, with Relation to Mr. De. 14 


Pillonniere, who, he owns, is much more conſiſtent with 


himſelf. For, not only he hath not touch d upon the hun- 
dredrh part of what he ſhould have taken notice of, if he 


prerended ro anſwer him; nor given at all ſatisfactory 
Anſwers to thoſe few Particulars with which he hath med- 
dled ; bur alſo he hath given up the whole Cauſe, and yield- 
ed a complete Victory into his Adverſary's Hands. For 
the Truth of this I might appeal ro Mr. Durette's late An- 
ſwer to Mr. De la M. in which Mr. Durette unanſwerably 
ſhews that the Latitudinarian Conſequences, which Mr. De 
74 M. hath invincibly prov'd upon him, belong as much to 


Mr. De la Motte as to himſelf: So that both have prov'd 


Latitudinariſm upon one another, unleſs they renounce the 
main Principles which Mr. De Ia Pillonniere holds in common 
with them. Bur, waving this, Mr. De la Morte ſays, more 
than once, Thar one cannot exclaim too much againſt Thoſe, 


who pretend to bind the Conſciences of Men by their Confeſſions 


of Faith, Sc. and that the Names of Antichriſts, of Tyrants, 


of Proteſtant Papiſts, of Sons of the little Whore, &c. are 


very defervedly beſtow'd upon them, and denies only that 
che French Clergy is guilty of any ſuch thing in Practice. 
Now you ſee, Reverend Sir, that, whether ir be true in 


Fact, that you pretend to bind the Conſciences of Men, or no; 


and whether you are Perſecutors, or no; Mr. De la Pillon- 
niere hath equally carried his Point: Becauſe, if you do, 
then, according to Mr. Durette, and ro Mr. De ta' Motte, 
yon deſerve all the ſevere Names that he hath beſtow'd in 
general only upon Hrants and Perſecutors; and, if you do 
not, then, at the urmoſt, you have miſunderſtood him, and 


he hath miftaken you. Bur I am ſorry to oy that he hath 
your Condutt, 


my Hearing, when you have been upbraided wirh your 


Damning and Perſecuting Principles. Give me leave, Reve- 
rend Sir, to preſent you with Matters of Fa# of a freſh 
Date, by which it will appear farther, that neither Mr. De 
I Pillonniere, nor Mr. Durette, nor I, have wrong d you 
* \ \ ; (6h 
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and that Tyranny and Perſecution, which you begin to own 
to be heinous, are too juſtly laid to your Charge. 


FFF 


The. Cas k of ſeveral Worthy Miniſters, Gen- 


tlemen, and Gentlewomen, Excommunicated, 
and Defam d, &c. by the French Clergy. 


T HE late Reverend Mr. Dutemps was a perfectly honeſt 
1 Man, and a Man of great Worth; and I know of no 
body that hath ever diſputed it. He was vex'd in France 
firſt, and afterwards likely ro be depos d here in England, 
for Arminianiſm. He was let alone, till the general Aſſem- 
bly of the irench Clergy, in the Church of the Savoy; in 
which he was ſo unhappy as to ſubſcribe the forty Articles 
of the French Calviniſtical Confeſſion of Faith; having been 
enriced to it by a Speech of the Reverend Mr. Satur, Mo- 
derator of the ſaid Aſſembly, who ſaid that they deſir d this 
Subſcription only as a Token of Union among themſelves, 
and to prevent the Miſchief of ſome Reports about ſome Ser- 
mons that had been preach d of late, and were ſaid to be in 
the Arminian Strain. One Mr. Maimbourg, a near Relati- 
on of the famous Father Maimbourg, who was accus d of 
being a Socinian, happen d to be dying here. Mr. Dutemps, 
Mr. De ſOrtie, Mr. Souverain, and Mr. Noual, all worthy 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, came to vifit Mr. Maimbourg upon 
his Death-Bed. Mr. De FOrtie, as being the older, Eid 
Prayers. Nothing paſs'd in that Viſit, but what was fitting 
upon ſuch an Occaſion, and what became very good Chri- 
ſtians. Nevertheleſs, one Godet, who liv'd in the Houſe, 
ave out that all thoſe Gentlemen were Socinians : which 

2 the French People all in a Flame; who ſpoke of nothing 
but of exterminating, and cutting off from upon the Face 
of the Earth, thoſe Plagues of Men. This occafion'd ano- 
ther General Aſſembly, in which it was defign'd to have 
the forty Articles ſubſcrib'd a- new, with ſome Explanati- 
ons, or Additions, Mr. Dutemps, who repented already of 
MS 


1 * 5 0 _ n a ' 1,7 

" , * * ; 
? n : 9. 1 

* 8 1 6 

* 4 

of : 2 
* 
f . C 


vis Subſcription, declar'd openly that he did fo, and wonld | 


not go to that Aſſembly. The Day before the Inquiſicors 
were to fir, they receivd expreſs Orders, not only not to 


fir at that time, but never to preſume to do any ſuch thing 


* 


for the furure *. | 
Some Perſons of Quality, who were Friends to Mr. Du«- 


temps, gave him a Place in Monmouth-Square, to build a 


Church; and amongſt others, the late Queen, when Prin- 


ceſs, and Prince George, contributed towards it, Mr. Da- 


temps choſe for his Collegue the famous Mr. Souverain, who 
was not only a very learned Man, but alſo a great Preacher. 


He had been depos' d in France for Arminianiſm, but reſto- 


red by the late Biſbop of London. The former Reports, that 
bad been ſpread about them, did not hinder Numbers of 
People from crowding to their new Church, and from for- 
faking the other French Churches, in order to hear theſe 
two excellent Men, who charm'd every Body. The other 
French Mercenary Miniſters cry'd out with all their Might; 
Great is the Diana of the Epheſians ! They made ſuch an Up- 
roar, that the Biſhop of London advis'd Mr. Souverain to for- 
bear Preaching for Peace ſake, which he did. After they 
had got him out of the Way, they detir'd Mr. Dutemps to 

ield up his Church to them for ſome Time, under the 

rerence of the Neceſſity there was to let the People cool, 


| promiſing him a Penſion in the mean while, and to take 


him in again. But they never kept their Word in any of 
theſe Reſpects, tho they were very often ſummon d to dõ 


it; and thus cheared entirely out of his Church Mr. Du- 


. 


zemps, who had truſted to their Word. | 

He fell ſick, and his Conſcience upbraiding him with 
his Subſcription, he wrote a Letter to the Gentlemen of the 
Savoy, in which he recanted, and begg'd God's Pardon for 
ir. Thar Letter was miſlaid, or ſuppreſs'd for ſome Time 


— _ * * 
* 
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* The Account of this worthy Perſon agrees exadly with 
that which Mr. Dela Pillonniere bath given of that French Coun- 


cil, (Third Def. p. uo.) from Mr. Lions's Mouth, who ſat in 


it bimſelf, aud tell? there ſome curious Particulars, that paſi'd 
between bim and the Two Heads of the Council, viz. the late 
Reverend Mr. De la Motte, and my Lord Galway, who, Mr. 
Lions tells us, ſtat'd upon one another, when he gave his Sen- 
cence, which. indeed was very pat upon that Auguſt Refuget- 
Aſſembly. | 1 


2 


wes 


By his Relations, who were afraid of the Conſequences 
Bur Mr. Durempr ask d ſo earneſtly for it, that ir was found, 
and ſent, It produc'd even much worfe Effects than had 

been dreaded. He was call'd by no other Name, than, 
This Dog of a Socinian. Many Miniſters, who were wont 
to viſit him, left it off entirely, and others durſt not to do it 
but ſecretly. One day, finding himſelf very Ill, he ſent for the 
Rev. Mr. De Sigueville, who had been his Friend, but who, in- 
ſtead of doing what was expected of him, begun to tamper 
and diſpute with the dying Man, and would force him to 
Recant, but to no Purpoſe. Mr. Dutemps deſir d him to 
ſay ſome Prayers, which he refus d, and went away, act- 
ing the Part of a true Mountebank, Mr. Sigueville was then 
thought to be an Honeſt Man; but the Publick was quick- 


1y undeceiv d about him; and he was forced to hide him- 


ſelf: ſo that no Body knows what is ſince become of him. 
Mr. Dutemps being dead, and the Miniſters of his Church 
refuſing to give any thing to his Widow, the Perſans, who 
had given it to her Husband, turned out the U/urpers. One 
of them would take her into his Houſe, promiſing to take 
Care of her as he would of his Mother; but ſhe choſe ra- 
ther to follow Mr. No#al her Son- in-Law, who invited her 
to his Living, in the Dioceſs of Ely, where he kept her all 


* 


his Life- time. | 


When rhe French Committee was deſired to bury Mr. Duc 


temps, they anſwered that he was A Dog of 4 Socinian, who 
ought to be thrown away to the Birds, and would give nothing 
towards ir. And for a great while, All che Talk of the French 
Refugees ran upon that mfamous Man, who, (as they faid,) 
died a Socinian, © + | : 
Long before Mr. Dutemps's Recantation, the French Cler- 
gy had made a terrible Noiſe againſt Mr. Neual; and they 
gor him ro be — before ſome Biſhops, before whom 
he made a ſincere Declaration of his Sentiments, and ſnew- 
ed himſelf ready to part with his Living, if they thought 
fit to take it away from him. Thoſe Biſhops gave him then, 
and have given him ſince, the beſt Character. The Biſhop 
of London even told him that he was very learned, for 
fuch a young Man as he was; and tendered him at laſt 
a long French piece of Writing, that the French Miniſters 
had pur into his Hands, in order to have ir ſubſcribed by 
Mr, Noual: which he did abſolutely refuſe to ſer his Hand 
to. The Biſhop of London rurn'd to the Biſhop of Ely, and 
giving him that long piece French Divinity, told him; 
kr my 


(6340 
my Lord, this is your Province, and this Affair belongs to von 
The Biſhop of Eh order d Mr. Noual to come to him at 
ſuch a Time. He went accordingly, and was very well 
receiv d. þ or laft — OTIS _ him il hr, ore. 
you know the Temper of your French Refugees, they will never 
let you reſt, I would adviſe you to go 5 them, and to retire 
to your Living, where you ſet a good Example, and do much 
Good; and to go on in Preaching to your People np Moral 
Duties; Mr. Noual followed this good Advice, and died 

in his Pariſh as a Saint, after having lived in it as One. I 
do not think that there ever was any Miniſter more la- 
mented than he was; or any One of his Pariſhioners, whe- 
ther Churchman, or Diſſenter, who did not ſay of him 
that they had never known a Miniſter like him. His very 
worſt Enemies in London have never dar d to ſay a Word 
to the contrary, abating only his pretended Errors. 

Whilſt he was perſecuretl in London, one Mr. Maririte, Do- 
Qor of Phyſick, a perfect Honeſt Man, and even zealous for 
Orthodoxy, but who highly eſteem d Mr. Naual, at the ſame 
Time that he deplored his Misfortune of being an Here- 
tick, would diſcourſe with bim in private; and, after 
having done it pretty often, and even been preſent to ſome 
Diſputes with other French Miniſters, turn d Unitarian, and 
ſtood up for One ſupreme God, rather with more Courage 
than Mr. Noual himſelf. This occaſion d a new Uproar. 
Many Fench Miniſters went to him, and amongſt others, 
Mr. Graverol, who diſputed with his uſual Zeal, and quir- 
ed him at laſt, ſaying with the urmoſt Heat; I excommu- 
1 irate you; &c. to which Mr. Mariette reply d, I pray Gad 
bleſs you, and convert you, &c. This I have heard very often 
from the Mouth of Mr. Marietie himſelf; | 

Some time after Mr. Noxa!'s Death, Mrs. Dutemps went 
to. London with her Daughter, the deceas d Gentleman's 
Widow. The extraordifiary Piety, which Mr. Nowal ſhew- 
ed upom his Death- bed, had made ſuch an Impreſſion 
on that good Lady, and ſhe was fo full of it, that ſhe could 
not help expreſſing herſelf about it, and often wiſhing to 
die in the ſame manner. This was all her Crime: For, 
neither was ſhe guilty, nor even capable, of what they 
call Hereſy; and was an extremely charitable and pious 
Woman, arid very conſtant at Church. She happened to 
receive the Sacrament upon a great Day at rhe Church Ds 
Querre," as they call it. The next Day, Two Elders of that 
Church came to her, and told her with a graye Tone: 


rr 
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Madam, we are ſent by our Miniſters, and by our Conſiſtory, 
and have Orders from them to tell you that you have given Of- 
fence to the good Souls (aux bonnes Ames) who ſaw you Ne- 
ſterday receive the Communion; and to deſire you not to come a- 
ny more to the Lord's Table. It is impoſſible ro-expreſs how 
much ſurpriz'd that good and pious Lady was. She cry'd 
out, O, my God, why Gentlemen; what have I done? They 
would have been very much at a Loſs to anſwer that Que- 
tion. For, certainly ſhe was not what they call an Here- 
tick, and always went to the Communion with a very great 
Awe and Reſpect ; and it is impoſſible for any One to ex- 
preſs more Piery than ſhe did. However, ſhe was forbid 
to come any more to it, Mrs. Nouai, her Daughter, who 
was preſent, and who was afraid of a like Compliment, 
durſt not ſay any thing. It was not long before ſhe was 
treated even in a more ſhameful Manner. 
They came one Day to her, and told her that, havin 
had ſuch a Father, and ſuch an Husband, it was impoff 
ble bur ſhe muſt be tainted with their Errors.” Mrs. Nou- 
4. anſwered them with ſo much Meekneſs, Moderation, 

and Humiliry, that they could not help being very much 
ord with her; and they ask'd her whether ſhe would 

ſome of their Miniſters come and talk with her? She 
told them, with all her Heart; that, if they could ſhem ber 


that ſhe was in an Error, ſhe was ready to embrace the Trutb 


where · ever ſhe could find it, to give Glory to God, and to beg 
Pardon public iy in the Church, and would think, it bonourable 
fo Recane, & c. None of the Miniſters would come. They 
gave about afterwards, in order to have a Pretence for 
Excommunicating her, that ſhe went from Houſe to Houſe, 
to Dogmatize ; tho' it would be very eaſy to prove that, 
for many Months together, ſhe never ſtir d hardly out of 
Doors. The Honeſt Elders, who had promis'd to ſend 
ſome Miniſters to Mrs. Noual, were tir'd at laſt ro wait for 
the Conveniency of thoſe Gentlemen, who were never at 
Leiſure, They cry d out that it was a Shame, and were ſo 
preſſing, that the Rev. Mr. Rouſſillon was deputed with them 
at laft. He had a Conference of Four or Five Hours with 
chat Lady, in which every thing paſs d very civilly on both 
Sides; and they all ſhew'd themſelves pleas d. The Mi- 
niſter ſaid, that that Lady as much, or more, than her 
late Father, and Husband; that ſhe was a very fair Diſputans, 
and uery fincere ; that this Buſineſs was wot to be ended in 4 


Day er two ; and therefore thai, * ſhe wwild give them Leas 
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to wait upon her once a Week, they would do it with Pleaſure. 


She anſwer'd, in the civileſt and politeſt Manner, that ſhe 
would be extremely glad of ir. Bur they ſoon forgot their 


Promiſe; for they never came near her any more. 


Bur a few Days after this, there came two Elders, upon 
an Errant from the Conſiſtory, ro command her not to go 
to the Communion, till further Orders. And at the ſame 
Time, Notes were ſent to every French Church, to give 
them a Warning not to give the Communion to Mrs. Nou- 


41. The next Communion Day, one Mr. Marechal ſtood 


at the Door of St. Fames's French Chappel, and told every 
One that came in; sf Mrs. Noual attempts to go to the Com- 
munion-Table, be ſure to ſtop ber, becauſe ſhe is Excommuni- 
cared. Since that, ſhe receiv'd the Sacrament in the Eng- 
liſb Church, lighting the French Clerg y's Excommunication, 


and praying God for their Converſion. But the worſt of 


it hath been that her Relations, and the greateſt Part of 
ber Friends, have look d upon her with Horror ſince, and 


have kept no manner of Correſpondence with her, to this 


very Day; tho', before, ſhe was dearly belov'd-by them. 
J dare challenge even her worſt Enemies to name any 
Gentlewoman among the Refugees, that had a more gene- 
ral Applauſe than ſhe had, before ſhe was tax d with He- 
reſy. This great Change, the ſad Conſequences of which 
have laſted near theſe Twenty Years, hath. been entirely 


owing to the Pains the French Clergy hath taken ro keep 
up a dreadful Idea of Excommunication ; and, whenever 


they have heard her good Qualities commended, to add, 
as the Burden of the Song; But ſhe is a dangerous Perſon, 
&c. They have done her all the Miſchief that ever they 


' could, and have done their utmoſt to find Fault with her: 


Bur all her Life and Converſation is irreprehenſible, and 
her Character unſpotted before Men; and every One, 
who knows her, knows that ſhe does her utmoſt to pleaſe 
God, and to grow every Day better. But to return to her 
godly Perſecutors. JOE ——_— 

- Eight or ten Years after this, ſhe thought her ſelf obli- 
ged to examine what the French Prophets were; which 
was a new Crime, When ſhe ſaw that the Miracles, 
which they had promis'd to perform, fail'd, and particu- 
larly that Dr. Ems did not riſe from the Dead the 25th of 
May, 1718, as they had foretold; ſhe forſook them entire- 


ly, and all their Aſſemblies. The few fincere Friends ay 


mong the Bigotted Sort, whom ſhe had not loſt, took 05. 
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ortunity to exhort her to teturn to the French Churches; 
telling her that they were aſſur d that ſhe would be hearti- 
ly received even to the Communion; that ſeveral Mini- 
ſters, and particularly Mr. Menard, (who altered his Tone 
a few Days after,) had paſs d their Word upon it, and had 
aſſured them that every Body was ſorry for the Treatment 
ſhe had mer with. She ſuffered her ſelf ro be prevail'd up- 
on ar laſt, and hired a Pew, at the Rate of Three or Four 
Pounds per Annum, in the Freych Church du quarre, becauſe 
ſhe had Information that the Miniſters of that Church were 
more favourably diſpos'd towards her. She went thither the 
next Sunday, and was very much ſtared at. The next 
Day, Mr. Rouſſillon, who watched his Opportunity, came, 
with two Elders, to her Houſe, whilſt ſne was alone, 
both rendered her the Forty Articles of Calvin to ſubſcribe, 
and would make her promiſe that ſhe would never liſten to 
any Prophet any more. She anſwered them that, tho ſhe 
did nor believe that theſe were true Prophets, yet ſhe could 
not, and would not, promiſe never to liſten to any that 
God Almighty might perhaps be pleaſed to ſend. And as to 
the Articles of Calvin, ſhe rejected them with Scorn; and 
told them that they were not in earneſt to tender them to 
a Woman : ſo that ſhe was expelled out of the Hnagegue for 
the ſecond Time, where the bath not been ever ſince. j 
As for the French Prophets, there have been a great many 
Excommunicated, and Perſecuted with the utmoſt Fury hy 
the French Clergy. And nor only They, but alſo thoſe who 
hearkened to them, and would not condemn them all, as 
Cheats and Impoſtors. Their barbarous Uſage of the late 
Reverend Mr. Lions, Mr. Daud:, and Fatio, hath been al- 
ready told *, and is well known: And therefore I will — 


r 


—— 


* Viz. by Mr, De la P. in bis Third Def. and French Def. 
againſt Graverol, p. 23. He hints alſo ſometbing of Mrs, 
Noual's Caſe, ibid.-p. 62. bat had a very imperſe# Account 
7 it. Mr. Miſſon, known by his eſteem'd Travels into Italy, 
s thePerſon meant in the aboveſaid, p. 100. under the Name ofa 
Worthy and Learned Gentleman, who, as Mr. P. truly relates, 
would have had his Houſe pulled down by a French Mob, 
headed by ſome of the Better Sort, if not timely reſcued by the 
Government; for no other Reaſon, but becauſe. he writ:ſeveral 
Books, that remain ſtill unanſwered, againſt the cruel and infa- 
Maus (be might have ſaid, ridiculous, 4s well as — 


* 
v 
' 
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only that, amongſt others, one Iſaao Haey, a Weaver in 
pls, bur we and a very honeſt — who is now a Pro- 


t, bur was not then one, was publickly Excommunicated 
n the French Church of Thread. needle. ſtreet, and in the 
Church of the Heſpital in Spittle-Fieidi, and Notice given 
of it to all the French Churches ; only becauſe he had read 
ſome Chapters of the Bible in one of the Aſſemblies of the 
Prophets, The Conſequence of which was, that he was 
very often aſſaulted by the Mob in the Streets, and his 
Houſe ſearched with a Deſign, as thoſe holy Murtherers 
have owned fince, of killing nim. 
I T ſhall end this Narrative by this Obſervation; that, as 
theſe Iuguiſitors have pitched upon this helpleſs unprotected 
Man, to pour down upon him with a Vengeance their Fury, 
whilſt they have left others untouch d, who were infinite- 
ly more chargeable than he wirh favouring the Prophets; 
ſo, they have thunder'd out their Anathema's againſt Ma- 
dam Dutemps and her Daughter, (who yet never were So- 
cinians, and never boaſted of any other Name than that of 
Chriſtians,) whilſt there are in the Church du quarre noto- 
rious, wicked, and abominable Men in every reſpect, known 
to the Miniſters of that Church, and to their Flock, to be 
fo; who are even careſs'd by them, and freely admitted to the 
Communion, without their giving Offence to the good Sopls. 
I can take my Oath, that I have nor put one fingle Word 
in this long Narrative, but what is exactly true, and what 1 
„ 4 : , 


The worthy Perſon, who ſpeaks here, chuſerh rather nor 
ro be nam d; not ſo much out of Fear of thoſe who are fer 

- here in their true Colours, as becauſe there was no manner 
of Neceflity for it; the Facts here related being notorious a- 
mong the French, and having been related a 1000 times over by 
the Perſons concerned. The Hints Mr. De Ia P. hath given, 
in order to ſhew that he had not wronged the French Clergy, - 
harh put me upon this Enquiry. And I have happened to 
learn by the by that, not long ago, a Project was ſet on 
Foot for erecting a ſort of a Star- Chamber, or a downright 
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Perſecution, rais'd by ſome of the French Miniſters in London, 
againſt their own Brethren and Countrymen. See — 


17 


and the late Reverend Mr.Lions's Books upon this melancho 
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Tribunal of Inquiſition, among the French Refugees, which 
was already in great Forwardpeſs ; but which happened 
-unluckily ro miſcarry. The Fd, I hear from very good 
Hands, is notorious among the French; but I could nor 
come to the Particulars of ir. 

I have alſo learn d that Mr. Souverain, after he had been 
depriv d of his Church, liv'd in the Houſe of a very wor- 
thy Engliſp Gentleman, as a Tutor to his Son; and that 
be afterwards fell into great Poverty. That Gentleman, 
who had a very great Value for him, and who witneſſed 

to his holy and exemplary Life, went to beg for him the 
Penſion allow d to the Miniſters from the French Committee, 
and could get nothing from them but Abuſes upon his- 
worthy Friend; whom he was forced to maintain himſelf, 
with the Help of his Friends, as well as the Reverend Mr. 
Le Cene, who was much ſuch another Man, and who died 
alſo under the Perſecution of the French Clergy. 

Mr: Cappel, the Son of the great Cappel, who is now 
Eighty Years of Age, and who is a learned and good Man, 
but who never pinned his Faith upon the Sleeves of our 
French Miniſters, hath alſo experienced the implacable Ha- 
tred of the Generality of them; which, I am afraid, will 
follow him to the Grave, and laſt even after his Death. 
And if they have not ruin'd him, ir hath been more for 
want of Power, than want of Malice to him. For, as the 
Papiſts take good Care rodefame, to ruin, to kill, and burn 
Hereticks in this World, for fear God Almighry ſhould prove 
too good to them, and fail to execute their Damnatory 
Sentences, in the next; ſo, our Fench Clergy take good care 
to defame and ruin, at ſeaft, all thoſe who diſſent from 
them, out of the ſame Fear; and think that we are much 
indebted to them, becauſe, out of another Fear, and for 
want of Power, they do not kill and burn, as the Papiſts 
do, and as their great Patriarch, Mr. Calvin, hath alſo done. 
What is certainly moſt offending, and is notorious to 
the French Refugees, is, that the greateſt Sticklers to Or- 
thodoxy, and thoſe who burn with moſt Zeal for Calvin, and 
for the Synod of Dort, and who will give no Quarter to 
Hereticks, are, generally ſpeaking, the moſt looſe in their 
Morals, given to Wickedneſs, Lyars, Cheats, Slanderers, 
Drunkards, Gameſters, &c. and are the greateſt Strangers of 
all ro all Social and Chriſtin Virtuss. But let us proceed 
to the next Fact. =, Ag 

Ir is obſeryable that, in France, the Diſcipline, as = 
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| tall it, was ſo ſtrict, 7, e. the Methods of Cuſhing all D 
ſeuiers were fo ready, and ſo well put in Execution, that 

there were very few among the Better Sort, and none 
hardly among the Common People, that dared to diſſent 

from the French Reformed Church, or at leaſt ſay thar they 
did. But, ſoon” after the French taking Sanctuary iti this 

Free Country, all thoſe Spiritual and Carnal Engines of Uni. 
\ formity being ſcatter d to pieces, many good Chriſtiaris be- 
gan to think for themſelves, and were ſo bold as to ſpeak 
out what they thought; which occaſioned the following 
Tranſactions ar Cunterbury; where the French Clergy fell foul 
upon them with the Sword of the Spirit, and with ſuch other 
more hurtful Weapons, as they could get, and as always are, 
in the Hands of bad Clergymen, ſubſervient to it. 
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The C Ask of ſeveral Diſſenters from the Frencli 
Clergy, at Canterbury, aud at London. 


172 Nele, do certify, that Jachariab Houſel, being 4 
4 very good School-Maſter, both for Engliſh and French, 
was very well belov'd in Canterbury, about the latter End 

of King Charles the IId's Reign, and had a vaſt many 
Scholars. Tho' he had ſome particular Sentiments abour the 
State of departed Souls until the Reſurrection, and about 
the Millenium; yet he was very Orthodox in every other 
Reſpect ; and inſtructed the Youth in order to be admit- 
ted to the Sacrament, without being ſuſpected. But he 
was one Day over- heard, in a private Diſcourſe, by one 
Iſaac Le Clerc, who deſired to be inſtructed in his Senti- 
ments, which the ſaid Houſe granted him, but upon Con- 
dition that they ſhould be kept private, and himſelf not 
diſcover d: all which the ſaid Le Clerc promis d upon Oath. 
Bur he broke the ſaid Oath afterwards, and diſcovered the 
ſaid Zachariab Houſe! to the World; which began to black- 
en the (aid Houſel's Reputation. Moreover he lent a Ca- 
techiſm of his own making to one Provenſal, who alſo 
betray d him; which compleated rhe Ruin of the ſaid 
Houſels Reputation, among the Vallon, and the French 
People, who did him all the Evil that ever they could. 
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The Miniſters preached againſt him, and debarr'd him 
their Communion, and afterwards formally excommuni- 
cared him, and deliver'd him up to the Devil in expreſs 
Words. So that all the Walloons and the French People, 
took all their Children away from him. Bur as he had 
Children enough from the Engliſh, ro maintain himſelf 
and his Family, they all did what they could to animate 
them againſt him; but all to no Purpoſe. | 
| Seeing rhen themſelves thus diſappointed, rhey gave a 
Sum of Money to have him preſs d away. But his Cap- 
tain took him into his Favour, and afterwards ſent him 
Home again: which did ſo exaſperare all his Enemies, 
that they laboured with all their Might to leſſen the Num- 
ber of his Scholars, and to give all the Vexation imagina- 
ble to thoſe that eſpous d his Sentiments. They caus d ſe- 
veral of them to be preſſed away, and Excommunicated 
ELEVEN in one Day. This cauſed the ſaid Houſel, as 
alſo James Druelle, and Peter Collier, who had been Ex- 
communicated with him, to fly over to Holland. Bur hear- 
ing that King James had granted a Toleration for Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, they rerurn'd ro Canterbury again. Bur they 
found that, notwithſtanding his Toleration, their Brerhren 
were perſecuted as bad as ever; and they themſelves ex- 
perienced the ſame Treatment all the reſt of that Reign, 
and ſome part of King Williams. The Miniſters, Elders, 
and Deacons, of rhe Walloons, and of the French Church, 
went to their Maſters to perſwade them to turn thoſe poor 
People out of Work; which had ſuch Succeſs, that they 
were obliged to diſperſe themſelves. Some fled over to 
Holland, and others came ro Lond:n, and joyned themſelves 
with the Bzpriſts ; and, to this Day, they have been abus d 
by their Perſecutors. All this I certify to be true, and 
ready ro certify upon Oath. | 


Philip Noli. 


- 
: 
—_— a 
* 


1 
— 


— ————— antes 


ws. tr to. 


. 
4 
4 
4 
| 
4 


| 
| 


May the 25th 
1717. 


I can certify that I my ſelf have ſeen the French People 
throw Stones at them, both as they were going in, and 


coming our of, their little Congregari ut let us hear 
another Witneſs, 
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25 The CAsk at large of Mr. Daniel Benoiſt. 


1 N the Year 1703. I happened to ſhew ſome Doubts a- 

bout the State of the deparred Souls until the general 
Reſurrection, and abour ſome other Notions generally re- 
ceiv'd among the French Calviniſts, One of my neareſt 
Relations went immediately to the Miniſter of the Church, 
in which I ſerv'd as a Reader, and told him of it. He 
ask d me a great many Queſtions; and becauſe I could not 
entirely agree with him in the afore- mention d Particular, 
I was turned out of my Place. 

My Uncles denounc'd me alſo at the ſame Time to the 
French Church, call'd, “Egliſe de Londres, of which I was 
a Member. I was immediately cited before the Conſiſto- 
ry; and ar my firſt appearing there, I was ſo loaded with 
Reproaches and Abuſes, by all, or almoſt all, the Company, 
that I could ſcarce anſwer their boiſterous Queſtions, I was 
ſo frightened. This made me defire them to appoint a 
Miniſter, with whom I might argue the Point more ſe- 
darely. They 1 Mr. Teſtas, whom they charg'd to 
examine me, and to bring me into the right Way again, 
and to preach both againſt me, and againſt thoſe of my 
Perſwaſion. I was commanded therefore to go to his 
Houſe, and ro hear his Sermons; and I obey'd ſo pun- 
ctually to every thing that they were pleas'd to order me, 
and with ſo much Submiſſion, Readineſs, and Reipect, 
that I never gave them the leaſt Occaſion of complaining 
of me. This did not hinder my being very ill treated, 

articularly by Mr. Teſtas, who not only made us bluſh by 

* ſtutt'd with Invectives and Abuſes, calling us 
Blockheadi, Madmen, Impious Men, Hereticks, Feſuits in Diſ- 

uiſe, Atheiſts, Men inſtigated by the Devil ; bur alſo (which 
is {till worſe,) pur a quire contrary Meaning upon almoſt 
all our Expreſſions, and ſuch forced and odious Conſtru- 
tions, as made the People look upon us as Monſters ; 
and they never ſhewed more Satisfaction, than at the 
hearing of theſe Sermons. 

Mr. Balgueriepreached alſo at the ſame Time in his Church 
upon the. ſame Subject, and was nor ar all behind-hand 
with Mr. Teſtas. His Audience was ſo ſer in a Flame by 
his very firſt Sermon, that, the very next Day, ſome of his 
Auditors caus d a young Man, call'd Jaac Godmet, ry 
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preſs d away, (tho he had never been at Sea,) from whence 
his Father and Mother, by all their Endeavours, could ne— 
ver reſcue him. So that this poor young Man, who lived 
an unſpotted and exemplary Liſe, periſhed in the Downs, 
on Board of the Northumberland, in the great Storm, to 
the great Grief of his Father and Mother, who never got 
over it to their dying Day. 

As for my ſelf, they gave out that I was grown mad; 
and, in order to give Credit to that falſe and. deviliſh 
Reporr, they had me recommended, by Name, to rhe 
Prayers of the People in the French Churches, as being 
diſordered in my Mind, I had Ten or Twelve Confe- 
rences with Mr. Teſtas, at his own Houſe; in which I was 
ſadly abus'd by him, fo far as to tell me that I had the De- 
vil, and was poſſeſs'd by him, becauſe I quoted ſome Paſſa. 
ges of Scripture, which did nor pleaſe him. 

I complained ro the Confiſtory of this Uſage, and was 
allowed ro chooſe another Miniſter. Accordingly I choſe 
the late Mr. Primeroſe, who treated me with as much Ci- 
vility and Gentleneſs, as I could ever expect from the 
Honeſteſt Man, and the beſt Chriſtian in the World. As 
J was one Day telling him that I was afraid I ſhould be 
publickly cenſured, he anſwered me, that I had very good 
Reaſon to be fo, unleſs I would prevent it by ſome fort of Re- 
cantation. But, Sir, ſaid, I, can they with Fuſtice publick!y 
cenſure me as an obſtinate Heretick, for ſuch Opinions as are 
direAly contrary neither to the Holy Scripture, nor to the Three 
ancient Creeds, nor even to the Confeſſion of Faith of the re- 

formed Churches, You are miſtaken, anſwer'd he, if you ex- 
pect any Fuſtice from this Company. Nu will meet with none. 
Mr. Teſtas hath fo well got the Aſcendant, that he over-rules 
it as be pleaſes. By that excellent Man's Advice, and by 
the Advice of Mr. Saurin, (whom the Company had 
alſo ordered me to viſit,) I drew up, and delivered to 
them, a Declaration in Writing, which was accepted of; 
tho' it appeared general and equivacal to Mr. Teſtas ; 
who told me afrerwards, that it was owing to Mr. Prime- 
roſe that I had been Tolerated, and that my Declaration had 
not been ſtrictly examined; that he was a ſtaunch Teleration- 
Man, and that he would get him cenſured one Day or other for 
it. So that I] continued a Member of that Church Five 
Years longer. 

Some time after, I was called to ſerve as a Reader in an- 

other Church. I read in it but twice, and was 
F 2 purged 
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turned out; one of the Members of my own Church hav- 
ing repreſented me there as an Atheiſt, or ar leaſt, a Soci- 
nian. This I bore patiently ; but es this Man went on in 
diefaming me, and boaſting every Day in the Ale-Houles, chat 
he could prove that I was an Atheift, Cc. I complained to 
the Conſiſtory, who ſent one of the Elders to reprimand 
him. Bur as this did not put a ſtop to his Prating and Ca- 
lumnies, I ſummoned the Company to cize him in Per- 
ſon ; which they did ar laſt, bur with much ado ; I ſup- 
poſe, becauſe they did not think me worthy of ſo great a 
Favour, as to do me Juſtice. The Witneſſes would not 
appear, and he denied the Fact; ſo that I received no 
manner of Satisfaction, and he no manner of chiding. In- 
ſtead of that, Mr. Teſtas took me to task again, and ſaid that 
he wanted to examine me a- new; becauſe, (aid he, I was ſtill 
ſuſpected of having ſome Errors, I asked him, Mere my Ac- 
ciijers were? He produced a Letter writ by me ro my Un- 
cle; and tho it contained nothing at all ro the Purpoſe, 
the Company would nor let me alone, but forced me to 
undergo a new Examination. I gave them another very 
modeſt Declaration in Writing, almoſt all in Scripture- 
Words, and was ſent away without any Anſwer, I ask d 
the next Day the Reverend Mr. Beſombe what was the 
meaning of their tending me away ſo? He anſwered, in a 
very haughty and diſdainful manner, that the Company would 
ſtay fix Months, according to the Diſcipline ; and that, if I did 
not recant within that time, I ſhould be Excommunicated. After 
that Time was over, hearing nothing from them, I de- 
fired Mr. Teſtas to ſollicit a final Sentence; that I might 
either communicate with them peaceably, or ſeek for Com- 
munion elſewhere, He anſwered me, that I wanted 10 
Communion as all; that I was a Dog; and that holy Things 
were not for ſuch Dogs as I was. This, and the like, he had 
told me ſo often, . S I did no more matter it. I defired 
alſo one of the Elders to make Application to the Company 
for the ſame Purpaſe; who put me off from Time to Time 
under different Pretences: till I wrote a pinching Letter 
ro the Company, about their being over-negligent in the 
Buſineſs of the Salvation of Souls; which brought the Mat- 
ter to an Iſſue. For I was cited the very Sunday following 
before the Conſiſtory. They magnify'd the Indulgence 
and great Patience of the Company, who had granted me 
ſo much Time. They ask'd me whether I was the better 
for it, and had convers'd with ſome Divines : J anſwer'd, that 
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I had not; that the Matter had been already ſo much debated, 
that I was fully ſatisfy d; and that I was come to ſuch a Ręſo- 
lution as I could not alter, without doing the utmoſt Vielence ta 
my Conſcience. They ask d me whether I wanted more Time ? 
I anſwered No. Then theſe Gentlemen began to be in 
great Diſtreſs. Mr. Beſ-mbe asked me two or three Que- 
tions; and after I had anſwered them, Mr. Barbo:, who 
was Chair-man, ſaid: I ſee that all this is only a Diſpute a- 
bout Wards, and that we at the Bottom belicve the ſame Things. 
After which, they ſent me out, in order to adviſe among 
themſelves. I was called in again, and the Chair-man 
told me, in the Name of the Mhole Afﬀembly, that, 
tho they looked upon me as an Honeſt Man, and a Man who 
feared God; yot, ſleing that I perſiſted in ſuch Sentiments as 
gave Offence to the Church, they had reſelv d to blot my Name 
out of their Book, and deſired me to appear among them 10 
more. I asked whether I ſhould not be allowed to hear Sermon: ? 
they ſaid, yes, but not to receive the Communion in heir 
Churches, I promiſed to them I wou's not; and went a- 
way very happy, I thought, to be now free from the Pur- 
ſuirs of a Company, which had given me ſo much Uneaſi- 
neſs, and ſo much Trouble. Bur I found afrerwards that 
they had not done. For, about a Year ago, a Brother-in- 
Law of mine, who is a Member of the ſame Church, arreſt- 
ed me, without my having given him any manner of 
Reaſon for it. And I choſe, rather than to ſue him, to pay 
the Coſt of the Arreſt, and to refer the whole Matter ro 
his Church: ro which he agreed. But he courted Favour 
with ſome of them, and did nor appear. I complained to 
the Company not only of this, but alſo of his having ut- 
rered horrid Blaſphemies; but to no manner of Purpoſe : 
and I was even ſen: away with Rudeneſs. I mentioned this 
afterwards ro Mr. Teſtas, who made me a Thouſand Pro- 
reſtations of Friendſhip, and promis'd me to ſpeak to the 
Company about it. But I have heard nothing ſince. Thus 
an unjuſt and uncharitable Man, and even a Blaſphemer, is 
deem'd by theſe Gentlemen worthy of their Communion, 
and Favour ; becauſe he is Orthodox: whilſt another, who 
is acknowledged even by them ro be an Honeſt Man, and 
a Man who feareth God, is deem'd not only unworthy of 
both, bur alſo of common Juſtice; becauſe he is an He- 
retick, i. e. one that puts a different, and perhaps a better, 
Interpretation upon ſome Places of Scripture than they 


do. But for fear God Almighty ſhaculd not prove ſevere 
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enough in another World ro their Heretichs, they take | 
Care to do them, in this, all the Miſchief they can. For 
ſeveral Members ef my latę Church went about to the Shops 
of thoſe with whom 1 deal, and told them, that I was an 
Atheiſt, and that none ought to deal with ſuch a Man as I 
was, who feared neither God nor Devil. And this hath 
done me an irreparable Damage in my Trade. I pray 
God to open their Eyes, or rather to turn their Hearts 
that they may timely Repent of this great Wrong they 
have done to an Innocent and Inoffenſive Chriſtian, and 
Repair, as much as in them lies, the Injury they have 
done him. I am ready to take my Oath upon the Truth of the 
Premiſes. 

Auguſt the 14th Daniel Benoit. 
1718. . 


This Honeſt Man's Certificate being very full, I ſhall 
make only One Remark, which is; that it ſeems to be in- 
herent in our French Clergy, to run into all Nonſenſe and 
Inconſiſtency, provided they can but ſlander, vilify, and 
ruin, any Man they do nor like. They take it for grant- 
ed, that the Multitude will ſwallow every thing they 
ſay. This Certificate i5 2 moſt flagrant Inſtance of it. For, 
tho' this Good Nan bath very good Natural Parts, and 
is well read; yet he is not a Scholar, Nevertheleſs we ſee 
that they do not ſcruple to call him, (as they do ſometimes 
even Shoemakers, and other Meahaniclis, tho' born Calviniſts, 
and Men of no Letters,) Feſuits in Maſquerade, This muſt 
needs be a great Comfort ro that worthy Gentleman Mr. 
P. who, in Defiance ro common Senſe, and ro the now 
ſettled Opinion of all the World, is trumpeted about, as 
a Feſuit in Maſquerade, by theſe very Men; for no other 
Reaſon, bur becauſe he is a much better and truer Prote- 

ſtant, than they themſelves are, | 


Er  COCDO DCDDODDD ECD ere 
The CASE at large of Mr. Grimault, Excom- 
municated, &c. by the Miniſters and Elders of 


the French Church 2 Artillery-Lane. 


Was asked on Sunday, April the 25th, 1703, to take a 


Walk by Four Elders of that Church, viz. Mr. —_ 
r. 
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Mr. Perigard; Mr. Beaufils, and another. They asked me, 
whether I knew one Mr. Benoiſt, who had then a Diſpute 
with the Conſiſtory of their London-Church, about the 
State of the Departed Souls until the Day of Reſurrection; 
and what I thought of his Sentiments? I told them that I 
knew him, but had nor yer examined that Matter through- 
ly; and that, tho' a more learned Man than I was might per- 
haps anſwer the many Paſſages of Scripture which he offered 
to ſupport his Opinion, yer I could not. From which Mr. 
Pirou concluded that what they had heard of me was 
true, viz. that I had eſpous'd that Man's Sentiments, and 
defended them in publick Company. I anſwered, chat 
thoſe who had ſaid ſo of me would be very much at a 
Loſs to prove it; that indeed I had ſometimes diſcourſed 
about Mr. Benoiſt, and repeated his Arguments; but that 
I challenged any Man living to prove that I had ever de- 
clared for his Opinion. At leaſt, ſaid they, you do not 
condemn it, which. induces us to believe, that you lean to- 
wards it. I anſwered, that it would have been imprudenr 
in me to condemn ſuch Sentiments as I had not examined 
thoroughly, and as I was ſenſible I could not confute; 
bur, after all, ſuppoſing I was of Mr. Benuciſts Opinion, it 
was no Body's Buſineſs to meddle with it; and I alone 
muſt anſwer for it. I beg your Pardon, reply d Mr. Pirou, 
Ir is our Buſineſs ro meddle with thoſe Things. We ſhould 
be very ſorry to ſee you fall into ſuch abominable Opini- 
ons; and being your Elders, we are obliged to ule our 
beſt Endeayours, to prevent ſo great a Miſchief. I thank- 
ed them for their Zeal, but told them that I wanted Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture, by which Mr. Benoiſt's Doctrine ſhould 
appear to be expreſly condemned; that, if they would 
furniſh me with ſuch, I would my (elf go ro him, and un- 
deceive him of his Errors; and, ar leaſt, I would be con- 
vinced that he was in the Wrong, We diſpured for a good 
while; and becauſe I would not ſubmir to their Unſcrip- 
rural Reaſonings, they called me Names, and told me that 
I was a Fool, an ignorant Man, a Blockhead, and an 
Aſs ; and ſo the Diſpute ended. ' 

They quickly brought this Conference before the Con- 
ſiſtory; who, after a great many Queſtions, ordered me 
to chuſe a Miniſter, and to wait upon him, in order to re- 
celve Inſtruction upon the Matter in Hand. And accord- 
ingly I was carried to the Reverend Mr. Rival's by Mr. 
Pirou and Mr. Briet, We argued the Point for a good 
while ; 
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» -while ; and I kept him cloſe to the Scripture, He fell-in a 


Man, a lewd Man, a Man that behav'd my ſe 
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great Paſſion, ſtamping often his Foot on the Ground, and 
calling me a Fool, an ignorant Man, and a Blockhead, 
who-gave my ſelf the Airs of a Doctor, and abuſing me in 
a very ſcurvy Manner. : | v7 14:7 
He made his Report ro the Conſiſtory, who ſummon'd 
me to appear the next Sunday. I asked them whiart they 
had called me into their Aﬀembly for? Whether they had 
heard that I was a Drunkard, a Swearer, a 2 
If ill in my 
Family, or who had injured my Neighbour ? If I am ſuch 
a one, ſaid I, I willingly fubmir ro your Cenſure; if nor, 
Why did you ſend for me ? 67M 
They all anſwered, that they had nothing ro ſay againſt 


my Morals ; and that the good Character that many had gi- 


ven me, and the Informations they had of rhe good Offices F 
rendered to every one, made them look upon me as a Man 
of an exemplary Life. But thar I had the Misforrune of 
having been ſeduc'd into an abominable Error, which 
overrhrew the Foundarion of the Chriſtian Religion ; and 
that they deſired to recall me from it; and therefore had 


ſent the Reverend Mr. Rival to me. Bur ſeeing that he 


hath not ſucceeded, added they, we have ſent for you, to 
deſire you to chuſe another Miniſter, upon whom you 
ſhall wait every Day for Three Months together; and if 
his Inſtructions prove alſo unſucceſsful, we ſhall be obli- 
ged ro proceed againſt you, according to our Diſcipline. 1 
went accordingly to the late Reverend Mr. Lions, who 
was a very honeft Man, and whom I liked exceedingly, 
becauſe he was not one of thoſe who condemn others up- 
on the Account of mere Sentiments. After the Three 
Months were over, Mr. Lions made his Report to the 
Conſiſtory, before which I was ſummoned on the gth of 
Nov. 1703. The Rev. Mr. Pegorier, who was the Chairman, 
after having made a ſhorr Speech, asked me whether I be- 
lieved that 1 had a Spirit? I anſwered him, yes. He de- 
fired me to prove it by Scripture. I quoted 1 Cor. ii. 11. 
He asked me then, whether I believed that my Spirit ſhould 
die 2 I anſwered him, that I did not know whether it 
ſhould, or no; becauſe the Scripture faid nothing about it. 
He ask dme, What becomes of the Spirit when a Man dies? 
I quoted Eccl. xii. 7. After which he ſaid to the Company: 


| Gentlemen, this Man is not ſuch as be hath been repreſented t0 


/ 


7 
5 


me to be; and I do not find him guilty of what hath been _— 
. 
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Bis Charge. Mr. Rival took up Mr. Pegorier very warmly; 
and. told him; Sir, you do not kyiow the Fellow : he has more 


Canning than you think ; and he keeps to himſelf a Back- 


Door, to ſlip out of your Hands. Give me Leave to ast him 
fans Queſtions ; and you ſhall ſee whether what I ſay be net 
true, Here Mr. Pegorier fell alſo into a great Paſſion a- 
gainſt Mr. Rival, and told him: Sir, if yeu do not think me 
capable of putting proper Queſtions to 4 Man, take my Chair, 
and T ſhall withdraw from the Company, &c. Mr. Rival an- 
ſwer d, that I made a ſubtle Diſtinction between the Soul and 
the Spirit; and that is was upon that Account that hs had told 
him that I kept to my ſelf a Back- Door. After ſome ſcolding, 
Mr. Peporier asked me where I had found that Diſtinction ? 
I quored him, 1 The. v. 23. Heb. iv. 12. and Lake i. 46. 
This occafion'd a long Diſpute, which went on with ſo 
much Diſorder and Confuſion, that ir would be impoſſible 
for me ro give a tolerable Account 6f ir. However, I was con- 
demn'd by three Miniſters of that Church only, viz. Mr. Pe- 
gorier, Rival; and Barbot, (forthe late Mr. Lions aſſur d me 
afterwards that Mr. Dazgentezil and Mr. De la Motte had 


writ a Letter in Concert to the Conſiſtory, to deſire them 


not to carry Things to an Extremity; and that he himſelf 
had not conſemed to my being condemn'd, but could not 
wirhftand the Majority of both Miniſters and Elders.) I 
was condemu d, I ſay, to be Excommunicated the Sunday 
following publickly in the Church. In the mean while, a 
near Relation of mine, who is a grave and good old Man, 
and my Wife, went withour my Knowledge to Mr. Majou, 
and Mr. Pirou, Elders, and fell on their Knees, with Tears 
in their Eyes, beſeeching them for God's ſake x0 put off 
the Execution of the Sentence; becauſe it wou d be ſuch an 
Iifamy, that we ſhould looſe all our Cuſtomers, and ſtarve with 
our Children by it; and promiſing to do their beſt to hy ing me a= 
ain into the Right Way. They ſhewed themſelves inffexi- 
le, and anfwer d that, according to their Di/cipline, the 
Sentence muſt be publiſh'd ; and that it was expedient it ſhou d 
be fo, in order to deter others from giving into 12 Errors. 
Accordingly, 1 was Excommunicated, for aſſerting that 
the Scripture ſaid nothing of a particular Fudgment for the Souls 
of Men, imme&jarely after Death; and conſequently, that the 
Souls of juſt Men do not enjoy the Everlaſting Felicity, and 
that the Souls of the Miched do not ſuffer the Everlaſting Tor- 
ment, before the Coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the Re- 
farrettion' of the Dead. The Sentence was pronounced, 
0 | G publickly 
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ublickly by Mr. Rival in the ſaid Church, on the 14th of the 
Fad Month. By this Popiſh Excommunacation, and by ſeveral 
furious Sermons that were preached againft me, and againſt 
thoſe- who are of the ſame Perſwaſion, together with bitter 
Calumnies raiſed againſt me, for nothing in the World 
elſe, bur becauſe, I did. follow the Dictates of my own 
Conſcience in the Fear of the Living God, (which I hope I 
ſhall always do, with the Atliſtance of God's Holy Spirit, 
well knowing that the Sufferings of this preſent Time are not 
worthy to be compar'd with the Glory which ſhall be revealed in 


us) by this cruel Perſecution, I ſay, I have been render d 
fo odious and infamous among the French Refugees, with 


whom I got before a good Livelihood, that I immediately 
loſt Three Parts in Four of my Cuſtomers. So that, had ir 
not been for the good Temper of ſome, who have a better 
Rule to go by than the Dictates of our Clergy, I had been 
utterly ſtarv d and undone, with my Family, Even at this very 
Time, I can hardly go about my lawful Buſiueſs, bur one 
or other of the French People ſwears at me, calling me an 
Atheiſt, a Devil, a Dog of a Heretick, &c. and ſometimes 


they even throw Stones at me in ſuch a manner, that it is 


impoſſible for me ro know who they are that throw them. 
All-this I cerrify ro be true, before God and Men ; and 
only add that, before this, my Mother and Brother-in-Law, 
who are in very good Circumſtances in France, never fail'd 
to ſend us ſomething every Year, till ſome Body or other 
took the charitable Pains to write to them that I was Ex- 


communicated, and an Heretic; fince which Time they 


would no more hear of me, nor of my Wife, and Family. 


I'pray God to tura the Hearts of theſe WORKERS of 


ENIQUITY, who EAT UP his People, as they eat 
Bread, Plal. xiv, 4. Or, if they are reſolv'd to go on, to 
break the Arm of the Wicked, and to ſech out their Wickedneſs, 


till be finds none, Plal. x. 15. | 1 
_ MICHAEL GRIMAULT. 


This. Perſecution is fallen the harder upon this poor 
Man, becauſe he cao't ſpeak Engliſh, For, it beiag mo- 
rally impoſſible for him to get Engliſh Cuſtomers, for that 
Reaſon, he is forced to keep with the French People; the 
greateſt Parr of whom will not, and others dare not, em- 
ploy him, For, ro my certain Knowledge, there are many 
good French Men, even among thoſe who are not Over- 


rd; who dare nor do it, as nor having either Strength, or 
il. 4 C- 


' 


6 


Reſolution enough, to ſuſtain the perperual Reproaches of 


the bigorred Parr of their Country men, who plague this 
good Man daily by Abuſes of all Kinds. Almoſt all the 
the others, who are in his Caſe, have this great Advan- 
rage, and Comfort, that they can converſe and deal with 
Engliſh People, from whom they have received abundance 
of Civility, Humanity, and Charity; and that their Cir- 
cumſtances do not oblige them to depend upon their cruel 
Perſecutors. But, tho this Man is almoſt as univerſally 
hared, as he is univerſally known; yer, his unjuſt Enemies 
muſt acknowledge that he is as honeſt and upright a Man, 


as any among the Hundred Thouſand Refugees that Mr. Du- 


bourdieu reckons in the Two Kingdoms. Whether it be che 
Devil who helps him to that, (as a certain Orthodox 
Miniſter is wont to ſay he does Hereticls, Mr. Grimault 
lives the moſt ſober and exemplary Life; and is al- 
ways ready to do unto any Man, whether Friend, or Foe, 
all the Service that lies in his Power. Thus we ſee that 
Falſe and Perfidious Clerg ymen, notorious Forſwearers, and 
Calumniators, Drunkards, and Hypocrites &c. go unpumiſh'd, 
nay, are applauded ; whilſt a good, inoffenſive, and irre- 
een Chriſtian is defamed, and haraſs d, and ruin'd, 
y the French Clergy ! 


Before 1 have done with Mr. Grimaults Caſe, I muſt 


take Notice of the groſs and willful Prevarication of the 


Reverend Mr. De Ia Motte, in his late Book, in which he 


takes particular Notice of this Caſe, which he very unjuſt- 
ly and maliciouſly complains to have been agpravated by 
Mr. De la Pillonniere, (who yet hath ſaid but a Word en paſ- 
Jant about it,) in order, ſays he, to render the French Clergy 
odious to the Nation, Mr. De la Motte could not be igno- 
rant of it; not only becauſe he was one of the Members of 
that Grave Aſſembly, that expell'd this good Man out of the 
Synagogue; but alſo becauſe he writ to them in his Behalf ; 
and therefore thought the Anathema pronounc'd againſt him 
Hard and Unjuſt. And yer he had rather ſoften this whole 


Matter, and repreſent it as wholly Harmleſs, in order to in- 


gratiate himſelf with rheſe TInquiſitors, than even to ſay 
that he had blam'd their Conduct, and oppos'd their Mea- 
ſures at that Time; and to ſecure to himſelf the juſt Praiſe 
which he deſerv'd for it. Another groſs Miſtake, if nor 
Prevarication, of Mr. De la Motte 1s, fis giving not only an 
inſufficient, but alſo a Falſe Reaſon, for their treating ſo 


unmercifully and fo popiſhly this good Man, viz. that he 
| 3 was 
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was a, Sabbatharian, and an Ant ropomorphite; which Names, 

by the very Power of their Sy{ables, are-enqugh to frighten 

out of their Wits Women and Children. But I ſhall give in 

the Appendix a Letter of Mr. G. to Mr. Dela M. in which 
Mr. G. vindicates himſe lf. 


The Cask of Nicholas Maſſon. 


/ 


1 Nicholas Maſſon, Sixty Vears of Age, and a Member of 
X the Church of England, being in the Year 1714 in ve- 
ry great Poverty, thro want of Work, was relieved by 
the French Committee with about Twenty Shillings a Year. 
Bur 41 kept the Sabbath, according to my Belief, and al- 
ſo di not believe that the Fuſt do enjoy the werlaſting Hap- 
pineſs, nor that the Wicked do ſuffer the Everla ing Pains, before 
the Reſurrection of the Dead; thoſe Gentlemen, after having 
argued thoſe Points with me, deprived me of that [mall 
Share . of the National Bounty. I was very much abus'd 
by the Company into the Bargain. For, whilſt we were 
thus arguing, a Woman that ſtood by in the Church ſaid 
very loud, je me donne au Diable, que le Diable m emporte, 
i. e. I would give my ſelf to the Devil if I did not hang him, 
bad I the Power in my own Hands, without being repri- 
manded by any of thoſe Gentlemen. Indeed, after I had 
complained of their Silence, Mr. Baronneau turn'd her out 
of the Church. But Mr. Montau ſaid, that I was a mi ſera- 
bie Wretch, unworthy of any Compaſſion. Mr. Thomas ſaid, 
they are People not worthy to live among ſt Honeſt Folks ; it ſeems 
that they believe neither Gad, nor Devil; give him nothing at 
all. Mr. Baronneau ſaid alſo, give him nothing: This Money is 
not for ſuch a Wretch as he is, but for 777 F our Religion. 
Thereupon I own d that I was not of the Calviniſtical, bur 
hop d that I was of the Chriſtian Religion; to which they an- 
ſwer'd that they would ſpeak to my Paſtors, which they did 
accordingly. And I was ſummon'd not to fail to be at Church 
the Sunday following; to which I anſwer'd that, as J had not 
miſs'd once to be at the Divine Service for Three Tears la#t paft, 
fo I would not fail then, God be willing. Being then come to 
the Veſtry, the Rev. Mr. Durette examin'd me, in a civil 
Manner, upon the aboyeſaid Points; and ſaid to the — 
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pany: 1 find nothing in this Man that ought to delur him our 


Communion. One of. the Veſtry offer'd to ſay ſomething a- * 
gainſt me: to which Mr. Durette reply d, Sir, you do not un- 


derſtand him, he ſays nothing but what is agreeable to Scripture, 
Then I deſir'd the Veſtry to give me a Certificate, which 
was granted me immediately, without any Oppoſition, of 
which here is a true Copy: 


MiIcholas Maſſon, and Suſanna his ife, are Refugees, and 

+ * good Proteſtants, as they ſhew it in conſtantly attending the 
ivine Service. But having not wherewithal to ſubſift, thro 
the want of Work, they have Recourſe to the Publick Charity. 
. We recommend them therefore to Meſſieurs the Diſtributors of 
the Committee, beſeeching them to have a Regard to their Mane, 


for they are worthy of the ſame. | | 
| Laplace, Miniſter. - - 


London this 25th of David Bouffard, , 
October. 1714. Peter Dede, & [Elders 
| James Couthe, 


Bur Mr. Montau ſaid, that the Diſtributors would not receive 
Mr. De Laplace's Certificate. I asked him of whom muſt I 
have one then? He anſwer'd of Mr. Durette, or of Mr. 
Fleury. Mr. Durette gave me a very good One, in which 

he ſaid expresſly, that he had examined me in the Preſence of 
the whole Veſtry; and that he found in me no manner of Hereſy ; 
and he got it fign'd alſo by all the Elders of the Church. 
J preſented it to Mr. Montau, who cali'd Mr. Durette a Pa- 
piſt, and added that, if he was an Honeſt Man, he would not bave 
given me that Certificate; that he was but a Proſelyte 5 that that 
raſcally Crew was not good for much ; and that, if he had given 
that Certificate, he was of my Sentiments. In fine they reject- 
ed ir, as they had done the former; and they refuſed even 


to return me my laſt Certificate. Mr. Montau * ſaid, that I 


— 2 


* My. Montau would bave done much better fully to have 
ſatisfy'd his Creditors, than to uſe this poor Man in that bar- 
barous and rude Manner. Thus we ſee and feel the Truth of 
what the Rev. Dr. Hair, now Reſidentiary of St. Paul's, ſays, in 
bis incomparabte Book, intitl d, The Difficulties and Diſcou- 
ragements that attend the Study of the Holy Scripture; viz. 
that Orchodoxy atones for ALL Vices, and extinguiſhes ALL 
Virtues ; and again, that Hereſy gives up the BEST Men to 
the Mercy of the WORST, 
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ought not to expect any thing of - the Publick Charity. Upon 
- which T asked him why they had then demanded a Certifi- 
cate of Mr. Durette? Hereupon he took me by the Hand, 
and turn d me our of his Houſe, ſaying, that I was a miſerable 
Heretick, and a Knave ; that they would fee me ſtarve like a 
Dog, before they would give me one Farthing. Accordingly, the 
laft Money I receivd, was one Half-Crown about Mid- 
Summer, in 1715. and have nor received one Farthing 
from the Committee ever fince, directly nor indirectly. 
| Yer notwithſtanding, they have put me and my Wife in 
their Printed LIST for the Year 1716, as having re- 
ceivd Ten Shillings of that Year's Diſtribution, which I 
aver to be falſe. And whereas I cannot ſubſiſt without the 
Help of my Wife, ſeveral Elders of the French Churches 
have adviſed her to abandon and forſake me, that I might pe- 
riſh Effectually; and ſome of them have actually offer'd her 
Money, to do ſo, All this I do certify ro the World ro be 
true, and am ready to give my Oath upon ir. 


Nicholas Maſſon, 


Augu#t the 5th 
1718. 


I be proper Perſon, rhat ſhould certify the next Fact, is 

a poor Widow, that hath a ſmall! Child. But as ſhe is in- 
capable of maintaining her ſelf, and her Child, and actu- 
ally aſſiſted by that French Church ſhe is a Member of; I 
thought it more proper not to bring in her on Teſtimo- 
ny. for fear of doing her an Injury. It would be very un- 
juſt to take away her Allowance, upon the Account of any 
thing that ſhall be ſaid here by others. For, I declare that 
J do nor know the faid Woman, directly nor indirectly; 
and that I have given it as my Advice, that ſhe ſhould 
know nothing of the Matter, till this Book was publiſhed ; 
to the End that ſhe might be entirely cleared of having any 
| Hand in all this. And I think that the Teſtimony of two 
credible Men, (who were Eye-witneſs ro her poor Decea- 
ſed Husband's woeful Condition from the firſt ro the laſt, 
and who have heard his poor Wife relare the Fact, with 
Anguiſh of Hearr, the ſame Day it happen'd, and ſeveral 
Times afrerward,) is ſufficient to ſatisfy. the World of the 
Truth of it. It is as follows: 


The. 
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The Cas E of Iſaac Blanchet. 


W E, whoſe Names are hereunto ſubſcribed, do certify 
that Iſaac Blancher, a Weaver by Trade, was but a 
flow Workman, and afflicted with a Rheumatiſm. He fell 
fick on the 18th of October, 1717, of a violent Feaver, and 
in the utmoſt Poverty and Want, having nothing to lie 
upon bur a little Straw, and even that upon the Floor, 
without either Sheeting or Shift; but only his ragged 
Cloths. He died on the firſt of November following, being 
abandon'd and forſaken, without any manner of Relief on 
the part of the French Committee, in that deplorable and 
lamentable Condition; only becauſe he had lately kept the 
Sabbath, and been bapriz'd according to the Evangelical 
Practice. His Wife, nor being of his Perſwaſion, but be- 
longing to a French Church, went to the Ladies, called Da- 
mes de la Charite, 1. e. the Ladies of Charity, to repreſent to 
them her miſerable Condition, and that of her Husband, 
and Child, with a broken Heart, full of Sighs, weeping 
and lamenting. All the Anſwer and Comfort ſhe had from 
theſe Ladies was, that they were no more concern'd at her 
Condition, and that of her Husband, than they would be at that 
of . Dogs: This poor Woman, ſeeing that there was no 
Poſſibility of obtaining any Relief 3 them, beſeeched 
them that they would be ſo kind, at leaſt, as to ſend to 
him the Phyſician that hath the Care of the Poor. They 
reply d that they had no Phyſician for her, nor for her Hus- 
band. Now as to what is related here, concerning the 
ſaid Iſaac Blanchet's State and Condition, from the firſt to 
the laſt, we do certify it, before God and Men 10 be true, 
as having been daily Eye-witneſſes ro the ſame. We do 
certify in the like Manner, that the ſaid poor Woman, as 
ſoon as ſhe was rerurn'd from thoſe Ladies, that have part 
of the Adminiſtration of the Charity Money, repeated 
ro us the Anſwers they had made to her ſeveral times o- 
ver; which were exactly the ſame as are related in this 
preſent Certificate. | 


Witneſs our Hands, May the 25th, 1717. 


| Michael Grimault,. 
Nicholas Maſſon. 
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Ourcries of the French Por, and of ſeyeral others for chem, 


RS 2. 
This Fact is ſo crying, and fo inhuman, that I greatly 
neſtion whether it can be paralell'd, even among the moſt 

wild Barbarians. 2 1-43 
I complained of this Barbariry to Mr. Baronneau, one of 
the Diſtributors of the National, Charity, in the beginning 
of Fune laſt, in open Coffee-Houſe; who anſwer d me, that 
that Money was for Proteſtants, and not for ſuch as he was, 1 
reply'd that that poor Man was a Proteſtant, No, ſaid he, 
Quakers and Anabapriſts are not Proteſtants ; and conſe- 
quently the French Refugees, that are of their Opinion, are ex- 
cluded from that National Bounty: All which I proved to 
him upon the Spor to be falſe and abſurd, much after this 
manner. ft, I told him that the Laws of this Kingdom, 
the Kings and Queens, the Parliaments, both Whiggs and To- 
ries, were altogether unanimous, that the Diſſenters were Pro- 
reſtants, among whom the Quakers and Anabaprifts were. 2. 
Thar the Government give 159200 l. per Annum, to relieve the 
French Proteſtant Refugees in general ; and that that Royal 
Bounty is not limited to thoſe only that believe the 40 Articles 
of the French Confeſſion of Faith, (neither more, nor leſs ;) 
and therefore that theſe poor French People, who come under the 
eral Denomination of Proteſtants, have undoubtedly an equal 
Right to that Royal Bounty with thoſe that do _— the ſaid 
40 Articles, and are of their ſame Rank, Sa that Thoſe, who 
are entraſted with the Diſtribution of this National Bounty, do 
the greateſt Injuſt ice in the World to theſe poor People, who hauę 
the Unhappineſs not to Copy their Faith after That of the Di- 


ſtributors; and Theſe make themſelves the Preprictors of thoſe 


poor People's Property, by fruſtrating them of that which they have 


an undoubted Title to; nothing being more their own than what 


hath bern given to them. 
Greg C50 520 020 C20 C120 C570 620 6570 C2 6455 


Concerning the French Committee. 
THESE unchriſtian Proceedings of the French Diſtribu- 
tors, and eſpecially rheir cruel and unheard of Treat- 
ment of this pcor Man, together with the ſtrange Reaſon- 
ing of Mr. Baronneau, and the perpetual Complaints and 
for 
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for about 20 Years laſt paſt, (as far as I can remember,) a; 


gainſt the Miſmanagement of the 15000 l. yearly given to 
relieve the poor French Proteſtants; have induc'd me to ex- 
amine, with ſome Exactnels, into ſome Part of the Admi- 


niſtration of the Royal Bounty; and to lay it before the Na- 


tion: that, if'ir is thought fir, the ſame may be throughly 
examined into; and further Abuſes and Frauds prevented. 


But, as I knew, on the one Hand, that, to induce the 


Nation to a ſtrict Examination into this Affair, ſome fla- 
grant and well atteſted Inſtances of Faud were highly ne- 
ceſſary; ſo, on the other, I took it for granted that thoſe 
of the Diſtributors, who were conſcious of their Guilt, 
would do their utmoſt to prevent the Poor from coming to 
me, to be examin d; by ſeverely threatening them, as 


they had done ſeveral Times effectually, in the two laſt. 
Reigns, when much the ſame Things were attempted by 


other Perſons. Therefore, I concluded, that whatever 


was to be done ought to be done ſpeedily. Accordingly, 


the Publick Lift of 1716. printed by the Diſtributors, being 
happily fallen into my Hands, I gave out on a ſudden, in 


that Part of the Town where I live, that all thoſe that 


were reliev'd by the Committee, ſhould reſort ro my 


three Days, I got a great Nùmber of Certificates, all con- 
tradictory to the Lift ; by which Time the Diſtributors 
had Knowledge of my Enquiries, and ſoon pur a Stop to 
them. For, they gave our every where, that all thoſe, 
who had given, or ſhou'd give, their Names, Sc. © ſhould 


Houſe ; which had the Nl Effect. For, in two or. 


not only be cut off from the Royal Bounty, but alſo from 


the monthly. Charity.” And accordingly they have de- 


priyd of ir ſeveral of theſe poor People, as I am well in- 


form'd, at ſeveral French Churches; and told them, that, 


it was a Pack of Feſuits, who had a mind to ruin the 


French Refugees, in this Country, Ge. That this taking of 


Names, and Certificates, was in order to have them feat to 
*.the Plantations ; that they, i. e. the Diſtributors, would 


* refign their Places, and ſo the Management of that Mo- 


ney would be put into the Hands of Engliſu Gentlemen; and 
that then the poor French Refugees ſnould have no more than 
what thoſe Gentlemen would pleaſe to give them, i. e. lit- 
*ele, or nothing, &c,” I ſhall leave theſe ridiculous and 
ſelf. oonfuted Calumnies, without any other Remark bur 
this; That theſe Gentlemen pay here a very indifferent 


Compliment to their Prote&ors and Benefactors; and that, if 
2218410 H == they 
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1 they have been Juſtin their Adminiſtration; they have no rea: 
= ſon to be ſo angry; and ought not to obſtruct, bur rather 
1 encourage, the Examination of their Proceedings. For, 
= if they have been Juſt in their Adminiſtration, ſurely the 
1 more it is look d into, the more it will be for their Ho- 
45 nour and Juſtification. But, their great Uneaſineſs about 
ir ſhews already that there is ſomething foul at the Bot- 
| rom. -- 

4 . Theſe poor People being thus terriſied; many came to 
M mae to have their Certificates back again. But I promis d 
(| them to conceal their Names, till the Nation ſhould 
it think fit to call for them. Therefore I muſt beg Leave 
# to conceal the Names of thoſe who have given me 
„, their Certificates, and to uſe a Capital N. with a Number, 
if inſtead of them. I have now in my Hands above Seventy, 

Lf I which I ſhall be ready to produce, whenever the Nation 
15 thinks fit to call for them. In the mean time, Fl give here 
1 an Account of them; that is, I ſhall ſer down, in one 
Column, what every one is ſaid inthe Lift to have receiv d in 
the Year 1716; and in another, what they have receiv d in 
that ſame Year's Diſtribution, according to their reſpe- 
ctive Certificates 3 and the reſpective Deficiencies, in a 
Third, viz. | 
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| Charged in the LIST. Receiv'd. Deficient: | 
F. Gr Pl CG adi hed 
4 N. I. 7 00 © o 0 © #7 ©o © ] 
N. II. 2 09 © 1120 o 17 0 1 

N. III. 1506 © o 160 © 10 © ] 

N. IV. 112 0 1 ©o 0 © 12 © ] 

| Never recd. | 

_— . I 10 4 in all dien 026 o 07 6 f 

3 Life but | 

N. VI. 4 09 6 1120 2 17 6 

N. VII: 1 12 0 o 16 © © 16 © 

N. VIII. 2 15 © 1 12 © 1 03 © 

N. IX. 1 14 0 0.16 0» 18 0 N 

ND 0 16-0 0000 0 16 © 

N. XI. 0 16 6 oO 120 © 04 6 | 

N. XII. © 16 Oo © Oo © o 16 © | 

N. XIII. 1 18 6 0 0 2 6 1 16 © | 

2.00 6 1 08 o o 12 6 | 


N. XIV. 


Charged 
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Charged in the LIST. 


L 4 
N. XV. 3 09 6 
N. XVI. 2 18 6 
N. XVII. 1 13 © 
N. XVIIL 2 04 © 
N. XIX. 3 03 6 
N. XX. o 17 6 
N. XXI. 2 01 © 
N: XXII. 2 03 6 
N. XXIII. 1 0% 6 
N. XXIV. 1 16 6 
N. XXV. 2 04 o 
N. XXVI 1 17 6 
N. XXVII. 1 18 6 
N. XXVIIE 1 09 6 
N. XXIX. 1 06 o 
N. XXX. 1 19 © 
N. XXXI. 2 04 © 
N. XXIII. 1 07 6 
N. XXXIII. 1 16 6 
N. XXXIV. o o9 © 
N. XXXV. 4 oo 6 
N. XXXVI. o 18 © 
N. XXXVII. 1 04 6 
N. XXXVIII. 1 0% 6 
N. XX XIX. 1 05 6 
N. XI. "JOBS 
N. XLI. 1176 
N. XLII. 2 17 © 
N. XLIII. 2 08 6 
N. XLIV. 1 13 © 
N. XLV. 1 12 6 
N. XLVI. 2 08 o 
N. XL VII 1 02 © 
N. XLVIII. 1 12 6 
N. XLIX. 1 13 © 
N.L. 2 00 © 
N. LI. 1 0% 6 
N. LII. 3 03 6 
N. LI. 3 
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Charged in the LIST. Receiv d. Deficient; 


| EC 4 4 . 

N. LIV. 1 07 6 0 160 11 6 
N. LV. 1 05 6 0.000 105 6 
N. LVI. 2 06 6 1:12 0:.: D 4446 
N. LVII. 2 16 6 0130, 2 03 6 
N. LVIII. 3 15 6 1 12 © 2 03 6 
N. LIX. I 11 © 1 00 © o 11 © 
N. LX. 107 6 I 0 © o 07 6 
N. LXI. 1 15 © 1040 | © 11.9 
N. LXII. 2 07 6 I 00 © 1 07 6 
N. LXIII. 1 17 © 104 0 0 13 0 
N. LXIV. 2 14 0 1 16 © TH 
N. LXV. 2 02 © 1 040. 0 18 0 
N. LXVI. 1 03 6 o 160 © 07 6 
N. LXVII. 1 13 0 104 & © 09 o 
N. LXVIIL 1 19 6 1:00 0 © 19 6 
N. LXIX. 7-13 © 0 16 0 9 16 0 
N. LXX. 1-07 6 o-16©0.'.'9 116 
N. LXXI. 2 O0 © 1,04 o © 16 o 
N. LXXII. 1 15 © [-$: „ © $26 
N. LXXIII. 1 06 6 1.00 © o 06.6 
N. LXXIV: 3 03 © :1: 16.0, 1 07,0 
N. LXXV. 1.17 © - $04 M 13 
N. LXXVI. 1 09 6 1066 o o z © 
07 © 1 08 © I 19 © 
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152 16 0 1 79 086 73 07 6 
Here are 77 flagrant Inſtances of Fraud, and of Falſhood 


in the printed Liſt, atteſted by Perſons, who have been 


ſtrictly chargd ro ſpeak the Truth, and have ſnewn 
themſelves ready to take their Oath upon what they 


averrd : without taking into this Reckoning what Nicho- 


las Maſſon . hath ſaid in his Caſe; and what a poor 
Woman, whoſe Husband is in Priſon, for about Five 
Pounds, and who is left with Four Children in the utmoſt 


Want, who is alſo ſaid in the Liſt to have receiv'd Two 


Pounds Two Shillings, certifies; viz. that ſhe hath receiv'd 
but 1 Pound 12 Shillings. But beſides theſe 79 Witneſſes, 


I have examin'd akove a Hundred more; and the they durft 
not give their Certificates; yet they freely and ſolemnly 


26% We ; declar'd 
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declar'd that they did not receive the full Sums, by far, 
that are ſer down in the Lift. All the People I have exa- 
min d are alſo unanimous, that they receiv'd + leſs in 1717, 
than in 1716 ; alrho' it is own'd that his Majeſty granted 
the ſame Sum of 15000 J. for the Year 1717. From whence 
it follows that, had the Liſt of that Year been likewiſe 
compar'd with whar the Poor receiv'd, the Deficiencies 
would, in all Probability, have been found greater. 

N. B. The Reader ſees that I have examin'd bur a very 
inconſiderable Part of the Account; and if, in the Diſtribu- 
tion of 155 Pounds, the poor have been depriv'd of 74, 
i. e. of very near one half, it is reaſonable ro coaclude, that, in 
the Diſtribution of 15000 Pounds, very near one half hath 
been loſt for them. 

N. B. This Fraud is more crying, becauſe ir affects the 

pooreſt, and rhe moſt Deſtitute of all, 
N. B. If the Nation overlooks this bold Complaint of 
theirs, (as I hope it will not, in Compaſſion to them, and 
in Juſtice to it ſelf,) and if they can meer with no Redreſs 
this Time ; their Condition will be much more Deſperate 
than it was; becauſe Thoſe, of whom they juſtly com- 
plain, will think themſelves henceforth ſecure and uncon- 
troulable; and will undoubtedly revenge themſelves up- 
on them, and totally deprive them of the little they have, 
in order to keep others in Awe for ever; as indeed they 
have very much threatened, and even begun, to do. 

N. B. Ir is very true, that the different Neceſſities of ſuch 
a numerous Crowd of Poor is not of a Nature to be balanc d to 4 
Grain, or poiſed with the ſame Nicety and Preciſion as if 
weigh'd in Gold Scales: Which is one of the fine Strokes of 
Oratory of Mr. Dub. and is alſo hinted by the Reverend 
Mr. Menard, in the Preface of the printed Liſt, as being 
the current and popular Anſwer to all Objections. But ir 
does nor at all follow from hence that thoſe, who are uni- 
verſally known to have no need, muſt have large Sums of 
Money given them; and that thoſe, who are alſo aniverſal- 
ly known to be in the greateſt Want, muſt have little, or 
nothing; and much leſs, that the pooreſt ſhould be de- 
frauded of one half of what they are ſaid to receive, &c. 
And therefore this Anſwer is nothing at all to the Purpoſe: 

But, as this Part is not my Main Deſign, I do not at all 
pretend to go to the bottom of the Matter, (which indeed 
cannot be done by a private Man,) and will only give ſome 
further Hints, to ſhew the Neceſſity fog the Nation — 
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having a ſtrict Eye to the righr Adminiſtration of its Mo- 
ney, and of ordering a thorough Examination of it, for 
the time: paſt, I will add therefore only ſome few Objecti- 
ons,'Remarks, and Queſtions. | ' 


I. I wonder to ſee in their Liſt no Account at all of the 


other 3000 Pounds, that are allotted to the French Clergy, - 


exclufively ro Eccleſiaſtick Converts ; tho, it would have 
been. no Prejudice, I think, ro the Sacredneſs of their 
Character, nor to the Privilege of their Proteſtant Birth, 


to have let the World ſee whether that great Sum (great, I 
ſay, conſidering both the Small neſs of their Number, and 
the good Circumſtances of moſt of them, ) is not taken a- 
way by the Rich among them, from the Needy; and alſo to 
have given an Account, whether the Number of theſe is 
encreas d, or diminiſh'd, ſince the Year 1695, as they care- 
fully do with relation to the Laity. For they tell us, 

in the Year 1695, when the Refugees obtain d the 15 000 |, 
per Annum Beunty-Moncy,. it was applied but to 2412 Per · 
ſons, including Miniſters and their Families, (and Converts 
roo, I ſuppoſe; But that by the Liſt now publiſh'd it ap» 
pears, that the Laity that partake of: bis Majeſty's Bounty, 
without including Miniſters and their Families, (to whom the 


Fifth Part of the 15000 J. hath been. aſſign d,) conſiſt of 


5194 Perſons. What they ſay here, I eafily believe; and 
think that, if they would have taken into their Reckoning 
many Laymen, that, I know, are in the utmoſt Want, 
and whoſe miſerable and deplorable Condition I want 
Words ro expreſs, they might have ſer down ſome Hun- 


dreds more, that oughr to partake of the National Bounty. 


But, why do not they give a like Account of the E 

or Decreaſe of their Clergy, or rather of the Needy among 
them ? Is ir becauſe it is plain that almoſt all the Mini- 
ſters, that fled from France, are now dead, or well enough 
provided for, being ſettled in good Congregations ; in 
to much that they are often obliged to ſend beyond Sea for 
Paſtors; having always taken good care not to overſtock 
themſelves wich Brethren. The Caſe being ſuch; what 


they do with 3000 Pounds, and bow they ſhare that Sum 


among themſelves, I leave it to the Givers to look into. 


II. Another great Reaſon, which 1 make bold to offer 
to them for it, is, that, tho' the Needy amongſt them are 


nororiouſly, twice at leaſt, as rich, and not half ſo nume- 
rous, as among the Eccleſiaſtich, Converts ; yer the former 
divide 3000 Pounds wholly among. themſelves ; —_ 
* | | w; oh 
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the latter, who are ſaid, in the Lift of the Laity, tobe 55 
in Number, divide but 294 Pounds. This hard Uſagey 
and Partiality, oblig d ſome time ago the Ecclefieftick 
Converts to apply to his Grace ſeveral times; and by his 
Means they extorted at laſt from the Committee the Sum 
of 400 Pounds, out of the 12000, belonging to the Lai- 

But, tho a New Committee was erected for their Re- 
lief, their Condition hath not been at all better, but ra- 
ther worſe, ſince. For, not to ſay that the moſt miſtruſt- 
ed of the former French Diſtributors have found Means to 
get in; they have confeſſedly taken care to eaſe themſelves 
of ali the Lay- Converts into that New Committee, who, ac- 
cording to themſelves, amount to 60 in Number. (See the Ac- 
count of the Eſtabliſhment, &c. p. 24.) So that 115 Converts are 
now to divide not quite 400 Pounds. For, they own, in 
the aforementioned Book, that they allow, our of that 
ſmall Sum, an Annual Salary to a worthy French Divine, to 
take a general Care of the Souls of the Proſelytes ; (p. 22.) to 4 
worthy Phyſician ..... to an Apothecary ; and ro a Ma- 
ſter of the Engliſh Language. Thus they ſell #ords, and 
Medecines, to thoſe who ask for Bread. ; 

N. B. It is very obſervable that, whereas in the Liſt of 
1716, there are 55 Eccleſiaſtical Converts that were reliev'd ; 
there are bur 40 ſaid to be ſo, in the afore-cired Book, p. 24. 
Are Fifreen of them grown rich ſince, or gone away, Sc? 

Ir is true that the Managers of this Affair tell us, that 
they have got beſides 194 Pounds Nearly Subſcriptions, and 
22 of caſual Benefaction. I ſuppoſe, it is in order ro encou- 
rage People to give, that they beg for Converts, at the begin- 
ning of their Book, with all the Earneſtneſs and Eloquence 
imaginable. From the lively Picture they make of their Ge- 
neroſity in having forſaken A for theſake of their Religion, 
of their Numbers, and miſerable Condition, Oc. it is very na- 
tural to conclude, both that all their Aim is to have the 
15000 l. untouch d; and that they have been very much 
wanting to their Duty towards them: eſpecially conſider- 
ing that, beſides that vaſt Sum, they gather in their Churches 
every Week very conſiderable Sums, and receive many pious 
Legacies, and other private Charities, both from Engliſh and 
French. And as they ſeem to alledge it as a ſort of an Ex- 
cuſe, that of al the Obſtacles that have retarded the Commiſ- 
fioners in their Proceedings, none hath appear d more puzzling 
than to find out and ſeparate the Tares from the Wheat, the true 
Proſelytes from.. . Scandalous Perſons, and Falſe Pretenders $ 
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and at Mr. Dubourd. and Mr. Lyons have notoriouſly calld 
Meat, Tares, and Tares, Wheat, by giving the worſt Chara- 
cter to Mr. De Ja P. and that of an Honeſt. Laborious Man, and 
of a Man without Guile, &c. to Mr. Rouire ; it is proper that 
the Nation ſhould have a watchful Eye, in order to prevent 
all the like Miſtakes, which Experience ſhews to be amongſt 
us very groſs, and alſo very current. The artful Prevarication 
of this whole Management, I leave to the Nation to conſider. 
III. I would fain ask why Eccleſiaſtick Converts, who, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, muſt be much more in want than the o- 
ther French Miniſters, as having no Churches, nor Eſtates, 
nor Money in he publick Funds, nor Relations, nor 
Friends, to ſupport them, (as theſe have) are not put, at 
leaſt, upon the level with them, and allow'd to divide 
with them equally the three thouſand Pounds? To which 
Queſtion, I own, I can find no better Anſwer, than the 
Reverend Mr. Graverol's; viz. becauſe the one are Sons 
of the Free Woman, and the others Sons of the Bond Woman 
| becauſe the one are 1/rael, and the other's (to uſe that po- 
lire and charitable Gentleman's own Expreſſion,) an ITCH 
very pernicious to it. Which Reaſon, as weighty as it is 
with ſome amongſt us, will not weigh, I'm afraid, with 
this Impartial Nation, which ſets us, by irs Generofity to- 
wards us, ſo good an Example of Juſtice, Charity, and 
Compaſſion, ar leaſt, among our ſelves. 9 6 . 
IV. Lay-Converts are no better treated. A very credibls 
Gentleman of my Acquaintance knows a very honeſt one, 
who hath been an Officer, to whom they gave but three 
Pounds and an half laſt Year, tho' he had no Place, nor a- 
ny thing elſe to live upon. He told that ſame Gentleman, 
that he had been lately forty Hours without eating; that 
he ſhould have been dead long ago, if it had nor been for 
ſome Pepiſh Officers, who invited him pretty often to take 
a Dinner with them; and that he thought there would be 
no Crime for him to return into Pop;ſh Countries, for not 
5 being a Murtherer of himſelf: This he had a mind to ſay in 
& a Petition ro His Grace. One Mr. Du Tour, a welkbred 
ſweer-remper'd young Man, who had been likewiſe an Of- 
ficer, died laſt Winter for mere Want; tho' he receivd + 
t Aſſiſtance from the aforemention'd Gentleman, and 
ma very charitable French Officer, whoſe Name is Mr. 


De Sr. Simond, who can tell many aggravating Circumſtan- 

ces of his Death, &c. | „ n 

From which few Facts we may very well conclude, that, 
ö | in 
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in all Pr.babiliry, were all the Converts but ordered by 
our Superiors ro ſpeak, with a Promiſe of being protected, 
and of lofing nothing by it, more of ſuch melancholy Truth 
wou'd come to light, | 
V. That Converts are ar preſent allur'd, and terrify d, is 
plain from the following Facts: 1. The Reverend Mr. De 
Romeliere, tho he appears to have been ar firſt as eager 
againſt the Committee as Mr. Malard himſelf, hath given an 
Afﬀdavit, publiſh'd by Mr. Dub. in their Behalf; and yet 
hath ſince bitterly complain d of them to Mr. Grimault, and 
even put Certificates into his Hands againſt them. 2. The 
Reverend Mr. Liegeozs hath read to the (ame Mr. Grimauls 
part of a very large and very ſevere Book, which he was 
reſolv'd to print againſt Mr. Dub. who hath terribly abus d 
and blacken'd him; bur hath now been prevail'd upon to 
ſuppreſs it, and to ſacrifice his Reputation to ſome ſmall In- 
tereſt. 3. The Reverend Mr. Bion likewiſe hath been pre- 
vail'd upon, by ſome Means or other, to certify, in the Flying 
Poſt, rhe contrary to whar he had faid to a credible Perſon. 
4. I have in my Hands a Letter of one of the Diſtributors, 
that evidently proves this. 
I folemnly profeſs, that I have of late conſider d ſert- 
ouſly what con'd be the true Reaſon, why all our French 
Clergy almoſt are ſo uncharitable, and ſo unmerciful, to- 
wards Convert! in general. For, it is too obvious to all 
Men, that will bur ſee and hear, low they are treated by 
them, eſpecially when they will not, or cannor, go their 
Length in petſecuting thoſe that Diſſent from them. Then, 
nothing muſt be ſpared to render them black and odious 
to the World. If there is nothing to be laid to their Charge, 
ſomething muſt be invented; if nothing of Moment, all 
the Human Frailties they have in common with the reſt of 
the Clergy, and other Men, muſt be laid open, and mag- 
nify'd before the Eyes of the World; which muſt throw 
theſe into Deſpair, and be a Bar to others from ever Leav- 
ing Popery, as Mr. Durette hath very well obſerved, O! 
what a deteſtable Conduct is this! For, I think it ought 
to be a Matter of Joy to all Proteſtants, when they ſee the 
Nuniber of Converts from Popery encreaſe in this, or in 
any other Sect ; and they ought to receive them with open 
Arms, and to treat them with all Chriſtian Civility and 
Charity N Zut the Cafe ſeems to be quite o- 
therwiſe with our French Clergy. I ſay then, that I ſolemn- 
y profeſs that I have of * confider'd-ſerioufly, what 
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in the World can be the true Reaſon of this inhumad and 


unchriſtian Conduct. And I can come at none, unleſs ir be 


Self. Intereſt in keeping their Number as few as poſſible, in 


order to engroſs ro themſelves, and to the Orthodox of the 
old Rock, the 150 Pounds we ſpeak of. This may be 
indeed the true Apple of Diſcord. For, the greater the 
Number of the French Converts is, the leſſer the ſeveral 
Shates of the · Naxional Bounty muſt be of Conſequence 
to every Individual, chat hattr a Pretenſion therein, And 


beides, as the French Clergy is otherwiſe {generally ſpeak- | 


ing) fufficiently provided for, (which Converts are not,) as 
we: have already obſerv d; they may well be afraid left that 
the Nation ſnould admit Eccleſiaſtick; Converts into a Share of 
che:3000 Pounds, that are ſer apart for the Clergy, and appoint 
for them our of that Sum an equal Penſion with that of the 
other poor French Miniſters ; bur alſo , perhaps think that a 


good Part of that large Sum, (which theſe may have wanted 


rly,) would now be much better beſtow d upon Honeſt 


. Lay-Converts, who come hither naked, to hinder them from 


ſtarving, and to put them in the Way of getting their 
Livelihood. And therefore, in order to prevent this, a 
Mark muſt be ſet upon all Converts; they muſt be run 
down, as unworthy of any Regard, defam d, gſtarv'd, and 
Kepr ſo low, that they may in no wile be able to exert 
rheinſelves, and that the Generality may be brought to 
think ſuſpiciouſly and contemptuouſly of them; unleſs 
they happen to reſemble the HONEST. Mr. Rowsre, as 
Mr. Dub. and Mr. Lions call him. Whether this be the 
true Reaſon of the Uncharitableneſs of moſt of them to- 
wards Converts, they themſelves can beſt tell. If they do, I 
wiſh they may be ſincere in hat they will ſay: But to return. 


I have now, Reverend Sir, given an Account of your 
enormous Way of proceeding againſt thoſe whom you do 
not like, and eſpecially againſt thoſe who, (let them be ne- 
ver ſo blameleſs, ſo worthy Men, and ſa good Chriſtians,) 
+appen to diſſent from you in ſome Points of Religion, If 
you” find that I have been hard upon you, I beſeech you, 
and my Readers, to conſider whether you have not been 
much harder upon thoſe whoſe righreous Cauſe I defend; 
whether you are not even more blameable than the Papits 


in ſome Reſpect, of whoſe damning and perſecuting Tem- 


per you can yet ſometimes ſo bitrerly complain; and whe- 


ther you, and your Brethren the French Clergy, are = - 
on 
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lone accountable for all the Conſequęnces that will enſue 
from the Publication of this Book. For, God, from whom 
no ſecret can be hidden, is my Witneſs, and you know, 
that I have done all I could to prevent it. I have 
warned you, and all thaſe with, whom I am acquainted, 
as often as I found proper Opportunities, both in, Writing, 
and by Word, of Moufh, thay I would, thus, call, upon you, 
unleſs. I was prevented, by your appl Jng the proper, Re- 
medy to the Exils I complain of. This did fully Ex- 
preſs in that Letter which I wrotg to your Veſtry, ar whoſe 
Head, you ſay, there are Six Miniſters ; and alſo in the 
laſt Conference I had with you at the Coffee-Heuſe, upon 
this very Subject. Bur whereas we debared in that 
Conference ſeveral. of the moſt important Points that ar 
alledged, both againſt your Diſſenters, and their avowed 
Friend Mr. De la Pill. by the bigotted Sort of our French 
Refugees, it will not be improper to relate here the Sub- 
ſtance of it; and to add ſome other Things, which will 
ſerve as a Confirmation to all what I have ſaid before. 
Soon after Mr. Dubourdieus Libel came out, you found 
me reading the latter part of ir. You ask d me; whether I 
had read all the former Part of it already? No, Sir, ſaid I: 
but I haſten # ſee what Mr. Dub. ſays of Mr. De la Pill. and 
I find that he treaty him very baſely, &c. Here you began 
our old Trade of abuſing Mr. De Ia P. much after the 
ame manner. as Mr. D. does in his Book: which to me 
was then a Proof that that Book was the common Product 
of both you and him ar leaſt; but now as no Body doubrs, 
as I can hear, but that it is the common Product of your 
Leading Men; ſo every Body is amazed to ſee that all 
their Heads laid together could afford no more Wiſdom. 
You went on ſaying, that he (Mr. De la P.) was a very bad 
Man; for he had abuſed the bet Men the Reformation ever 
bad, as Calvin, and the Synod of Dort, c. of which I muſt: 
needs remember you, thar you once ſaid little leſs rnan that 
it was a Brigandage, which is the too true, tho warm 
Expreſſion of the Tranſlator of Sir Richard Steele's Dedica- 
tian. I anſwer d, as I had done before twenty Times in 
that very Coffee-Houſe; that if Mr. De la P. bad writ any 
thing amiſs againſt them, it muſt be either that he had charged 
them wrongfully, by 1 to them ſuch Facts as did not * 
long to them ; or elſe that he had condemned, as very bad, ſuch 
Things as were in themſelves very good, warrantable, and juſtifi- 


able. If thoſe Facts were falſe, then certainly Mr. De la P. 
| I 2 | muſt 
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muſt be put upon the Proof thereof ; if on the other Hand, thoſe 
Futte, tho true, were good, warrantable and juſtifiable, then 

' alſo certainly the Goodneſs of them muſt be him, by 
vindicating and juſtifying the ſaid Facts. is is certainly 
(continu'd I) the proper and only Way to anſwer. that Gentle- 
man. Bur neither Mr. Graverol, nor your new Champion, 
Edo any of theſe Things. They do nor deny any one of 
* theſe Facts, nor go about fairly to juſtify any of them; 
but having nothing of Moment to offer againſt Mr. P. 
run for Help into the Billing ſgate Rhetorick, which Mr. 
D. is a very great Maſter of; and blacken and vilify that 
* worthy Gentleman, for doing them, and other Men, the 
< greareſt Service poſſible, if they conſider rightly.” Bur, 
faid you, muſt all the French Proteſtants, Miniſters and o- 
thers, be branded as being Perſecutors, for one Inſtance or two, 
at the Beginning of the Reformation ? No, Sir, ſaid I, by no 
Means. But ſuppoſe they are ſtill animated with the Spirit of 
Perſecution, then Mr. De la P. is certainly in the Right. But, 
ſaid you, we are not animated with that Spirit, and it cannot be 
juſtly charged upon us; therefore Mr. De la P. is in the Wrong. 
| I inſtanced in ſeveral of the Facts above related, ro 
ſhew that they were actually animated with that perſecut- 
ing Spirit to a very high Degree. Do you calPthat Perſecu- 
tion, ſaid you ? s Sir, ſaid I, certainly I do call it ſo, For, 
F this be not Perſecution, then Lewis the XIVth never perſe- 
cuted hardly any but Miniſters, and Guides; for, a it wa. 
Death for the former to remain in France after a prefixed 
Time, ſo was it for the latter to conduct any Proteſtants out of 
the Kingdom. The others were only dragooned, the Men ſent to 
the Gallies, and the Women into the Convents, &c. but not or 
to Death for mere Religion. Have we, ſaid you, fent thoſe 
People you ſpeak, of to the Gallies, or dragooned them ? &c. 
No, Sir, ſaid I; no Body charges you with it; for there is the 
beſt Reaſon in the World why you have not; viz. becauſe you 
had not the Power ſo to do. To which you reply'd : Thoſe 
Diſſenters from us ſhould have been ſilent, and have kept their 
Sentiments to themſelves ; then they ſhould not have been thus 
vexed, and perſecuted, as you call it, For it is not every Body 
that is capable of underſtanding a long Series of Conſequences 3 
and therefore ſuch Men ought to have been more cautious. I 
own'd then, that this might be an Imprudence, but yet I am 
ſure, aid I, it is no Crime. But as I have conſider d this 
Gnce, give me Leave, Revetend Sir, to add that, if the 
Viglation of this prerended Duty, of being lent, and vo 


* 
5 
p, 


/ 


( 69) 
one's Sentiments to one's ſelf, is a ſufficient Apology for Per- 
ſecution ; then ir will abſolutely follow that it was ever ſo. 
For, I preſume that neither Time, nor Place, can change or 
alter the Nature of univerſal Truth; and conſequently it 
was as good at the Beginning of Chriſtianity, and of the Re- 
formation, &c. as it is now, and as good in the Mouths of 
Papiſts, as it is in yours. And as we may ſafely conclude, 
from the Rule you here lay down, (which you, and your 
Brother, Mr. De Ia Motte, have borrowed from Dr. Snape, 
who will by no Means have the PEACE of the CHURCH 
Diſturbed, ) that neither you, nor they, will ever die Mar- 
tyrs; ſo, if ir had been follow'd, there wou d never have 
been one ſingle Martyr in the World. As I was ſtill ar- 
guing with you upon the Abſurdity and Prophaneneſs of 
that Rule, and ſhewing you that it was on the contrary, 
not only a common Right, bur alſo a Chriſtian Duty, not to 
be ſilent, but to- ſpeak out one's inward Sentiments about 
Religion; and beſides what every honeſt and ſincere Man's 
Conſcience, whether Erroneous, or not, would certainly 
lead him to; and therefore that it was a Crime of the 
higheſt Nature, ro do the leaſt Temporal Injury to others 
upon that Account: You had nothing to ſay. But, when 
I apply'd this ro your Diſſenters, and declar'd ſolemnly to 
you that, if your very cruel and intolerable Proceedings a- 
gainſt them were not remedy d ſpeedily, I would complain 
of them in ſuch a manner, as that I ſhould be heard ly many : 
You ſaid in a Paſſion, that I might join with Mr. De la 
Pillonniere, if I pleaſed; ro which I made then no Reply; 
and ſo our Conference ended. | 

But now I beg leave to anſwer, that, as I have already told 
=_ I do not think Mr. De /a P. wants ar all my Help. 
e has overcome all the Adverſaries he has had hitherto in 
a triumphant Manner; not only becauſe he hath the beſt 
of Cauſes to defend, but alſo becauſe he hath Honeſty, 


Courage, and Abilities, as both his Engliſh and French 


Works have ſufficiently ſhewn, to ſupport it. The un- 
heard of Malice of his indefatigable Enemies hath not been 
able ro wound, or ſoil, his Character; and all rheir Labours 
and Caballings have only made them ſhew themſelves in 


their own natural Colours; and by that Means have fully 


juſtify'd whatever he hath ſaid of them. Depend upon it, 

everend Sir, your new Sacheverel hath not now the Re- 
verend Mr. Rival to encounter with before the French Refu- 
gees; no, bur Mr. De Ia P. before more impartial Judges, 
pix, the Engliſh Nation, All Mr. Dub's Low Bombaſt and 
Bedlam 
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Bedliem Rhetorick, his aukward Quotations of Grecian and. 


Roman: Poets, and witty Criticiſms upon Robert Darbriſelle, 
will turn but to very little Account before that Tribunal; 
for, it is plain Matter of Fact, Truth, and ſound Argu- 
ment, that muſt do che Work there: And if I was you, I 
would adviſe him to keep his Stores of Poetry and Sophiſtry, 


far his French Books and Sermons ; which vp may do as 


well there, as any thing elſe. I cannot forhear, as I paſs by 
here, condoling with you upon your Choice of ſuch a 
Mounee ban, for your Fore-man or Speaker ; 2 tho 
what he hath bragged of every where were true, diz. that 
his Grace the Archbiſhop of Canterbury had the firſt Hand in 
it; which his Grace, I dare fay, will never own to be ſo, 
and will thank very little Mr. Dub. for having trumpeted 
about. What, Reverend Sir, could not you find among 
all the French Clergy a Man of a tolerable Reputation, to 
defend your Caufe? Or is ir that the Morſt of Cauſes 
could not be well defended, but by the Mort of Men? 
Was this your laſt Shift, ro venture and proſtitute your 
Reputation into the Hands of one, who 3s not Ignorant 


himſelf that he is pointed at, as a Man that bas no further Pre- 


tenſions to what is call'd Virtue and Honour; one that the Pub- 
lick Voice hath long ago declared Infamous, as Mr. De la P. ve- 
ry juſtly obſerves in his Complaint to the French Clergy. (Se 
his French Defence of the Principles of Toleration againſt Mr. 
Graverol:) One, who has had the ſhameleſs Aſſurance ro 
2 by your Approbation, to the Engliſh Nation, at the 
me Time that he ſtands unanſwerably charged by the 
Reverend Dr. Snape, with ſhameleſs and malicious Falſhoods, 
(ſee Dr. Snape's Pref. to Mr. Mills's Book, p. 4.) 4s one 
who may ſafely pledge the Whole of bis Reputation .. . on 
his Diſcovery of the Philoſopher's Stone, or 'taking a Voyage to 
the Moon: (p. 12.) as a Time-Server, and a weak, Wretch, 
to be brib'd or frightned, &c. p. 16. capable of prevaricating in 
the moſt ſcandalous Manner, tho not ſo weak, a Wretch, as 10 
do ſuch dirty Work for nothing, (p. 17.) as writing ſuch Things 
as are beyond all Romances for Extravagance and Fiction: (p. 
20.) as bearing down the Truth, ſtifling direct Matter of Fact, 
and out. facing Legal Proof, p.33. ©c. One, who hath been cou- 
pl'd with the famous Reverend Mr. Rouire by the Doctor, 
who calls them both prevaricating Frenchmen, (p. 45. whilſt 
Mr. De la Pill. vying with the Doctor, ſhews them to be 
not only Prevaricating, but alſo Forſworn; (See Third Def. 
throughout, and p. 123.) without his having ſo 1 a5 
WE: 1 7 2 
| 


[ 

| 

\ 
i 


RES... 
prerended to oſſer the leaſt Thing for his own Juſtiß- 
cation; for fear, I ſuppoſe, of making his Cauſe fouler 
till. After this, who can give Credit to any thing this 


Man, who'hath'been-deelar'd, even by thoſe whom he now & 
defends, given to *Fulſhood, can ſay, except ir is attended 


with legal Proofs. As for my part, 1 verily think in my 
Conſeience, that this profligare Wretch, — * hath given 
too much Reaſon to think that he will write Pro and Com 
for a Pot of Drink, hath render d himſelf, and his learned 
Works about the Antedate, Qc. unworthy of being taken 
Notice of by the World. . 6 | | 
Therefore the Engliſh Nation did no doubt expect bet- 
ter Things at your Hands, than to ſee you vent your 
Spleen, by ſuch a Mouth, - againſt one of its Ngbe Reverend 
Prelates, (whom yau formerly admit d,) and even from your 
- Pulpit, (as one of your Teaiots did ſome Time ago in your 
new Church, near Cannon-Street, &c.) for this only Reaſon, 
becauſe He entertains in his Houſe, and protects an ho- 
neſt, tober, and ingenious Convert, who hath the Misfor- 
tune not to pleaſe you. And, pray, why does he not 
pleaſe you ? vzz. becauſe he is (as the far greater Ma- 
jority of rhe Clergy of the Church of England are,) an Armi- 
ian, and hath joined with thoſe: Heretic in Holland: and 
becauſe he is fallen imo that dangerous Hereſy of theirs, 
_ "viz. of a General 'Toleration, ſo far as it conſiſts with the 
Wellfare of the State. And what is yet worſe, becauſe 
he is a Latitudinarian, i. e. a Man of an enlarged Spirit, and 
an Enemy to ſuch Narrow Notions, as you take ſo much 
Pains deeply to root in your People's Minds: becauſe he is 
ſo bold as to find Fault with the great Calvin, and the ve- 
nerable Synod of Dort; and with thoſe among the French 
Miniſters, who do that to others, which they themſelves will 
not have others do ro them; (for ĩt is very plain to me, that 
this Principle of the Law of Nature, which he very juſtly 
17 to Religion, is the great Bafis of all his Works 2 
at 15, in plain Engliſb, becauſe he is too much of an Ho- 
neſt Man, and of a Proteſtant; and too much an Enemy to 
all Popery, whether Proteſtant, or Romiſh. This hath ex- 
pos d him to all the Madneſs of your Zeal, whoſe Firs are 
apt ro raiſe ſome times the higheſt Indignation, and ſome 
times to make People merry. For who could help being ſo, 
hearing what Mr. Barronneau, one of your Principal Elders, 
and'a great Stickler for Orchodoxy, ſaid in open Coffee- 
Houſe, After this grave Gentleman had vented his ru 
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Gives, as many of that ſort are wont to do, eſpecially in their 
Cupa, tho not in the ſame coarſe Language as they often do; 
I rebuk d him, ſaying: Sir, I wonder to hear you treat thar 
Gentleman after that Manner; for, he is by all Report a 
very honeſt, ſober Gentleman, who lives an unſpotted ex- 
emplary Life. To which this Grave Gentleman anſwer d: 
Thoſe People are forced to lead 4 good and exemplary Life, 
© becauſe, « good Life is all they have to truſt to; for they 
* do not depend upon the Merits of our Saviour. This I 
verily believe to be a Calumny with reſpect to Mr. De la. 
P. And I thought it was not worth while to make any other 
Reply, than to laugh at the Fooliſnneſs of ſuch a Reaſon- 
ing. For all Men muſt ſee that it implies, that wheſoe ver 
depends upon the Merits of our bleſſed Saviour, às the 
Diſciples of Calvin pretend to do, may give himſelf a pret- 
xy large Scope in his Morals, and hath no need of being 
fo very nice as Mr. De /a P. is. What a fine Encomium is 
this upon our moſt holy Faith, and how fit this Reaſoning 
would be to propagate the Truth of the Goſpel, muſt be 
left to every Reader to judge. This can be equall'd per- 
haps by nothing, bur what I heard lately from the Mouth 
of the young Reverend Mr. Barbot, viz. Thar the Engliſh 
anderſtood hardly any thing but Mathematicks, (which they un- 
derſtood perfectly well,) and the Strength of good Reaſoning. Bur 
Reverend Sir, I muſt beg your Pardon for going out of 
my Way; theſe weak and fimple Men, who pretend to 
k of Religion, and know nothing of it, muſt anſwer 
for this Digreflion.0 LI 0. 
I fay. then, that the Engliſh Nation did, no doubt, ex- 
pect better Things at your Hands, than to vent your Spleen, 
for no other Reaſon, againſt a Prelate, that is not only one 
of the greateſt Ornaments of the Eſtabliſned Church, but 
alſo of the Proteſtant Religion; a Prelate, that has been, 
and is ſtill, the greateſt Defender of the preſent Conſtituti- 
on, both in Church and Hate; a Prelate, who hath been 
one of the beſt and moſt real Friends of the French Refu- 
gees in this Nation. How you will then account for this 
your Behaviour to God, and to your own Conſcience, and 
to the beſt Part of your own Countrymen, is indeed 
/ yond my Comprehenſion. This truly Chriftian Biſhop 


— hath complained to you in publick, of your unmanerly, 


and rude Uſage of him, in the moſt mild and Chriſtian 
manner poflible ; and hath ſhewn-himſelf till willing #o 
hope better Things of you ; and Things becoming the chr, 
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beth of true Proteſtants, and true Chriſtian: ; (ſee the Appendix.) 
Bur alas! not one Soul of you all has diſowned in publick that 
infamous Production of an infamous Man. No Body can 
think you ſo little tender of your Reputation, as to anſwer 
nothing at all to ſo heavy a Charge, from ſuch a Hand, if you 
had not impower'd under your Hands Mr. Dub. to write, 
and pur ir out of your Power to diſown him. I hear you 
have ſaid, that you did hold no general Aſſembly at that 
time, and alſo that you had held none fot. theſe ſeveral 


*: Years laſt paſt; and conſequently that it was not poſſible 


for you in à Body either ro approve, or to diſown that 
* Libel. But, Reverend Sir, give me Leave to tell you; 


that this is but a frivolous Excuſe, For, if you cannot di- 
own it in a Body, ſurely you can ar leaſt diſown ir ſingly. 


But if you do not diſown-ir publickly, either in a Body, or 


ſeparately, every one muſt rake that ſhameful Libel! ro be 


your own; and the ian of it, to uſe one of the Biſhop o 
por's Expreſſions, wi cleave to you, and to your Cauſe, for 
ever, I dare ſay that, had his Lordſhip made the ſame 


Complaint to the French Laity, Thouſands would immedi- 
ately have diſowned that ſcurrilous Libel, with the utmoſt 


Indienation, 


een T7341 e z 0 5 TAS 
Till you have done it, and alſo publickly renounc d Mr. 
Graverol's Perſecuting Principles; as all your Diſſenters 
muſt look upon you as upon Enemies, even worſe than a 
great many of the Papiſts ; ſo, I do here, in their Name 


humbly and earneſtly tmplore againſt you the Suceour of 


all choſe worthy Gentlemen, who are animated with rhar- 


trus Chriſtian Spirit of Tolerarion, that is; of loving and 
forbearing one with another, even'thoſe that are weak, in the 
Eaith, according to the Direction of that great Apoſtle Sc. 
Paul. But I intreat more eſpecially that brave and ingeni- 
ous Gentlemen, Mr. D. P. who hath alteady begun that 


charitable Work with ſo much Succeſs, to go on with it 3 


and I am the more embolden d to that Requeſt, becauſe I. 
have 5 — his Cauſe, —— — * 
unknown to him, in my private Capacity, againſt ſome 
of his worſt Enemies among the an” & both Clergy, 
and Laity. I beg Leave now to go on with a few Remarks 
upon this Subject. * 37 3X" 1 | A 

1. Fobſerve, that it was a great while before I could 
dive into your Menning; beating you; Reverend Sir, and 


others of the French Clerg y and Laity every Day, abſolutely 
deny abus you were animated we the Spirit of Perſecution, 61 
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I have already hinted ;) and ſolemnly proteſt that you abhorred 
it, and deteſted it; and yet at the ſame time exclaim, with the 
urmoſt Zeal, againſt a General Toleration, and againſt Mr. De la 
P. for aſſerting it; and maintain with the utmoſt Warmth, 
that there _= to be Laws, and civil Penaltics annexed to thoſe 
Laws, in order ta prevent Men from. running into Hereſies; that 
it was too natural for Men to go Aſtray 5 and therefore, that it was 
highly expedient to Terrify them into the right Way by ſuch Laws, 
aud Penalties. Then you added, that chere were but Arminians 
and Socinians that were for 4 general Toleration, What you 
meant then by Perſecution remain'd a Myſtery to me, till 
Mr. Graveroi publifh'd his Book, in which I found this My- 
ſtery unfolded.” For, he would by no Means grant, no 
more than you, that you were animated wiab the Spirit of 
Perſecution ; he pretended. to abbor and deteſt it, as much as 
did; only with this Explanation, that, by Perſecution, 
e meant Death only. For: he declares expresſly, with the 
ſame Warmth as you did, for civil Penalties, to keep Mens 
_ From filling the Church and State with Confuſion ; that 
there ought to be Laws, which Laws every. ane: ought to comply 
with; and that Penalties ought to be; annexed to thoſe Laws, 
for to inforce them ; becauſe Laws are impotent of themſelves, 
 withour Puniſhments ; which, ſays he, are | abſolutely neceſſary 
fr preventing the ſpringing up every Dey of, new Differences, 
both as to the Mode of Worſhup, and as to Matters of Belief, 
Theſe civil Penalties, or Puniſuments, muſt be greateg or 
leſſer, in Proportion to the Obſtinacy of the Diſſenters. If 
ſmall Penalties, or Puni s, cannot anſwer. that great 
End, then, to be ſure, greater muſt be made uſe of; that 
is, if raking ſome of the Diſſenters natural Rights wont 
make them alter their * or be fiene, and conform, 
then Fines, forſeiting of Eſtates, Baniſuments, Impriſon- 
ments, Dragoons, and Gallies, and Death at laſt, muſt 
cbme imo play: Elſe, hey wund ftill ſtrive to make the Peo- 
Pie vevals againſt xboir Lenders ; and trample under Foot the maſt 
venue, and the moſt holy Laws." Bur Whar will be-a greater 
Piece of News for the Engliſh Ears, which the Reverend Dr. 
Snape hath already entertaind with alt this Hodge - Pedge of 
Proteftant Popery, is that, according to our Frenth Orator, all 
this is founded upon the very Law of Nature; (ſee his Book, 
p. 28.) How monſtrous muſt this apear in the Mouth of 
a Miniſter, who calls himſelf: a Progeſtans; which indeed 
might very well be ſuppos d to have flown.fram the Pen of 
the moſt bigotted Mont, or Feſuit? Bus baw much more. 
& 4 þ | | mon- 
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monftrens is it ſtill in the Mouth of one, who hath formerly 
writ fine Things in the Behalf of Toleration, and inveighed 
againſt the Infſupportable Tyranny of French Conſiſtories, and 
rode, as Mr. De la P. hath ſnew d it at large in his De- 
fence againſt him. | ; 3 21 

I had therefore very good Reaſon to charge you, Mr. 
G. and the French Clergy, in my Letter to your Veſtry, with 
deeming nothing Perſecution, but Death. And if ſo, hath 
not Mr. De Ia P. and all the World, a very good Reaſon 
to think perhaps worſe of you, than of a great many Papiſts? 

2. It is obſervable; that ir is not at all upon this Account, 
that Mr. Dub. cries down Mr. Gravero!'s Book. For, Mr. 
D. tells us that that Book met with à very indifferent Recepti- 
on from the French Proreſtanrs, becauſe it was writ with bit- 
ter Invett ives, and no Argument, or any material Fats, In 
which Mr. D. and Mr. Lions have exceeded Mr. G. by far. 

3. That the common Report, that hath been ſpread a- 
mong the French, about his Grace the Archbiſhop of Canterbu- 


ry highly commending at his Table Mr. Graverol's Book, is of 


a piece with another, viz. that his Grace made much there 
of the Rev. Mr. M...s, even ſince he hath had Facobitiſm, and 
two or three Hundred Fal ſhoods, &c. unanſwerably prov'd up- 
on him; and both rhe greateſt Affronts upon his Grace that 
can be. For, unleſs his Grace had quite alter d his Principles, 
with changing his Station; (which ſuch little Men as we are, 
Rev. Sir, can do, but which no Body will think an Arch- 
biſhop, and a very godly one, capable of ;) and entirely for- 
got what he formerly writ againſt the Church of Rome, and 
againft the famous Father Francis; he muſt look upon Mr. 
Graverol's Book, as I dare ſay he does, with the greateſt 
Scorn ; and be athorough Friend to that other Honeſt Father 
Francis (De la Pill.) who hath had the Pleaſure of hearing 
the French Clergys Recantation of Mr. Graverol!'s Book, from 
Mr. Dubourdieu's' Mouth, and who hath a fair Proſpect of 
hearing a'Recantation of Mr. Dubourdieu's, from their own. 
4. Ir appears by all J have ſaid, and prov d, that nothing 
is Perſecution, which our French Clergy are pleaſed to do, 
or ſay, againſt choſe that diſſent from them, or who tell 
them of their Faults; let it be never ſo cruel, inhu- 
man, and unjuſt in it ſelf: all is good, juſt, reaſonable, 
and · Chriſtian-lixe. Bur, if a Convert perchance ſays, or 
does, any thing againſt them, let it be never ſo true, juſt, 
reaſonable, and chriſtiaa-like; then, to be ſure, it is all 
falſe and injurious; and — be branded as being a geſuit, 
. 1 / 2 A 


Ho 
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| | - a Socinian, or an Arian, &c. and he muſt be told, that he 
is not the firſt- born of the Houſhold, nor a Son of the free Mo- 
man; and therefore that he muſt be quiet and filent, with- 
out ever pretending to peep into their Conduct, and Privi- 
leges. They will ſay in Coffee-Houſes, Taverns, and Ale- 
. Houſes, that the Ex- jeſuit comes here to perſecute them in 
: a cruel Manner; not knowing, as Mr. Graverol ſays, p. 33. 
that St. Paul deems Perſecution the Inſults of Iſhmael upon 
Tſaac his Brother, which is alſo Mr. Lions's Cant. But when 
they inſult, and do all they can to Ruin thoſe that diſſent 
from them, and thoſe that will not help them, or at /ea# 
ſuffer them, to do it; then ir is all Zeal, and Chriſtian Chari- 
ty; and nothing is Perſecution, but Death. Nay, if it was not 
for Shame, and want of Power, even Death it ſelf would be 
very juſt, when inflicted on thoſe that they call Hereticks; 
and when neceſſary to hinder them from Revolt ing againſt 
. their Leaders, They would no doubt think it glorious to 
-Imitate their great Patriarch, who cauſed Michael Servetus 
to be burnt alive at Geneva, becauſe he could not ſee with 
Calvins Eyes, nor underſtand with Calvins Underſtanding ; 
and becauſe he underſtood ſome Paſſages of Scripture bet- 
ter than, or not ſo well perhaps as, Mr. Calvin. 
J. If Mr. De 1a P. had eſpous d this inconſiſtent Antichri- 
ſtian Doctrine, of Impoſition and Perſecution; which may truly 
be call d the MAIN and WORST Branch of Popery; he 
might ſay what he would; and any one for him; he might 
produce a Cart - load of Certificates to prove that he is a Pro- 
teſtant; and he might have made Ten Thouſand Renuncia- 
tion: and Abjurations of the Popiſn Religion in Form ; I would 
believe him to be ſtill as much a Jeſuir, as if I ſaw him actu- 
ally officiating at High-Maſs ; and I could not help thinking 
in my Conſcience, that he had been ſent hither by the Heliſh 
Society, not only to prevent any further Reformation among 
the ſeveral Sects of Proteſtants, bur alſo to undermine and de- 
ſtroy the whole Reformation it ſelf; and to vindicate and 
juſtify every Step that Lewis the XI Vth took in the late long 
and cruel Perſecution againſt his Proteſtant Subjects. 
6. I think that the Church of Rome cannot bur be very proud 
to ſee its Damning and Perſecuting Doctrine ſo warm]y eſpous d 
and maintain'd by the French Clerg y; and be very much encou- 
rag'd to go on in excommunicating, hating, defaming, and 
deſtroying Proteſtants, and the French Clergy themſelves. a- 
mongft others, by their Example: that the Engliſh Diſſen- 
ters will thank them very little, for thus juſtify ing rhe Per- 
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ſecutions they have formerly undergone, and the preſent 
Diſcouragemenrs they lay under, and their being depriv'd 
of their natural Rights: that the High-Churchmen themſelves 
will not be ſo much pleas d with theſe High. flying Calvi- 
nifts, as to forget that mean 2 quite different 
from the Laudean Church, to which Mr. Dubourdicu and Mr. 
Graverol have offer d ſo much Indignity; and that they muſt 
.bow the Knee to Calvin, whenever the French Clergy have 
Power in their Hands, | 
Laſtly, I chink chat all the true Members of the Chriſtian 
Proteſtant Church of England, and all true Proteſtants of any 
Denomination whatſoever, muſt, on the one Hand; won- 
der to ſee Men, who actually feel the Smart of Perſecu- 
tion, plead fo earneſtly for it, and practice ir to the utmoſt 
of their Power; and on the other Hand, inſtead of ha- 
ving for them thoſe ſoft Sentiments of Compaſſion, which 
the Idea of their Sufferings would naturally raiſe in every 
generous. Mind, they will, I am afraid, look upon them 
with a ſcornful Pity, as upon true Papiſts, and even worſe 
khan a great many who go under that Name, for the fol- 
Jowing ar nas 1, becauſe believing Jaan ery or 
is not Popery, properly ſpeaking ; (for theſe are Errors, the 


 Inoffenſeveneſs of which might in great Meaſure atone for 


their Groſſneſs ; and groſs Errors are to be found in other So- 
cieries of Chriſtzans:) but impoſing this Belief upon-orhers, 
damning, hating, defaming, ruining, killing, burning hoſe 
who have ir not, or who are not SILENT, when 
they have ir not; this is Popery; this, being the peculiar 
and moſt diſtinguiſhing Character of that 4nti-Chriſtian and 
Vnſociable Sect. From whence ir follows that any, who 
have the Spirit of Impoſition, who damn, hate, Sc. are, 
more or leſs, true Papiſts, altho they do not believe Tran- 
ſubſtantiation, &c. 2. Becauſe it is notorious that there 
are many who believe Tranſubſtantiation, and neither 
burn, nor kill, nor ruin Sc. from whence it follows that 
thoſe of the French Clergy, who do any of theſe Things, 
are a worſe Sort; this being worſe than merely believing 
Tranſubſtantiation, &c. 3. Becauſe the former ſort believe 
the Church's Infallibility, and there fore act more conſiſtently, 
when they impeſe, damn, hate, &c. than the latter, who 
diſclaim it. 4. Becauſe the former ſort do it leſs knowing- 
5. being debar d from hearing and reading what hath been 
ſaid amongſt us about the Heinouſneſs of Impoſition and Per- 

' I i | ſecution, 


1 5 | 
ſecution, ever fince the Beginning of our bleſſed Hl. By 
ion, but chiefly within theſe laſt Years. 5. If it is 

ſaid that the French Clergy neither burn, nor kill, their 
Diſſenters; it will be then a Queſtion whether the Exceſs 
of theit Knowledge, above what the Roman Catholichs have, 
and their willful Iuconſiſtency, do not recompence for that, and 
make them to come up even to the very Worſt of the Ro- 
man Catholicks ; and whether it may not reaſonably be con- 
cluded, thar hey would do ir, and wonld have done ir, 
had they ever had it in their Power, from what they have 
actually done? This muſt be the Judgment the whole 
Chriſtian World will make of our High-flying Refugee Cler- 
. And as to the Deiſts; as they have no ſtronger Argu- 
I. reveal d Religion than that which they borrow 
from the wild Conduct of Chriftians, ſaying that God is 
too Good ro be the Author of what is the Occaſion of ſo 
many Woes and Evils in Human Society; ſo, I am afraid, 
they can inſtance in no other Set of Pfoteflants with more 
ecels. I remember that, in order ro perſwade me to be 
| T, you tell me in your Letter, Reverend Sir, that, 
as my ſpeaking out my Sentiments be fore choſe who condemn 


wheat bearing, and who preſently turn me into an Atheiſt, 
we hes = for all' the Wrong their Zeal for Funda- 
mental Truths leads them to do me; ſo, it may make others 


Fomble. And with Relation to theſe, you give me a very 
entertaining Piece of Advice, viz. that I ſhould have greatly 
to anfwey for, if I furniſh'd with Weapons, Irreligion and Unbe. 
tief ; which of late have over ſpread all Europe as a Torrent. Which 
9 the Two, an inoffenfive honeſt Diſſenter, or a wicked per- 
ſecuring Churchman, wants this Advice moſt, let the Unbe- 
lievers themſelves judge. 1 5 
F. If there are none but Socinians and Arminians for an u- 
niverſal Toleration, as I have heard you, Sir, and the Re- 
verend Mr. Barbot of Tbread- Needle-Street Church, afferr 
parry ſeveral Times; then ir will follow, that you, 
everend Sir, was once a Socinian, and an Arminian. For, 
have heard you, before this Controverſy begun, ſay more 
for an Univerſal Toleration, than I ever heard any Man living; 
"Which indeed has fo well rivered in me that Notion, that 
you your ſelf could not make me deparr from it. Amongſt 
other Things you ſaid, as near as I can'remember, to this 
fect ; that there was no more Reaſon to hate, puniſh, 
or injure other Men, for AN Y Difference in Religion, 
* than there was for hating, puniſhing, or injuring _ 
| | for 


(79) 
© for having differear Complexions, and Grey, or Black 
Eyes. And when it was urged tfiat there ought to be 
ſome Exceptions, as in the Caſe of their holding blaſ- 
phemous Principles, for Inſtance, you reply'd; if you do 
* make that Exception, then you muſt inveſt ſome Bo- 
* dy or other with the Power of judging what will be blaſ- 
* phemous Principles, and what not. Now, none bur the 
* Magiſtrate can be inveſted with ſuch a Power, becauſe 
none but he bears the Sword; and when you have chus 
« fixed it, then any religious Principles, that the iſtrate 
* will not like, need only to be deem d by him blaſphe- 
* mous, and any one who holds them ſhall be liable to the 
civil Penalties annexed to them; which being abſurd, ir 
is very evidem that there ought ro be no ption at 
© all.” Bur, fince Mr. De Ia P. hath declat d for this Opi- 
nion, it is become ſo very bad, I ſuppoſe, chat you have 
fled ro the other ſide of the Queſtion, If this be not che 
true Reaſon of your ſo ſuddenly forſaking it, I hope, Sir, 
that you. will impart to the World thoſe new Argume 
which have produc d ſuch a wonderful Change upon your, 
Mind. Again, if all thoſe, that are for an Univerſal Tolere- 
tion, are Socinians, and Arminians; pray, Sir, conkder 
what Abſurdities and ; Contradictions muſt neceſſarily 
follow from hence. For, beſides that particular . In- 
ſtance of that true Chriſtian and Proteſtant, Mr. Cotrom 
Mather, tho .a. Calviniſt, who, in his Letter from Boſtow 
in New England, to Mr. De la Pillonniere, in the Occaſional 
Paper, (V. 3. Num, 4.) declares himſelf for an Unzver- 
ſal Tolergtion ; I know a great many very good and com- 
pleat Calvinsſts, (the perſecuting Part Ae both Englzſh 
and French, that are for it. But, according to your 8 
+ they muſt be that which in Reality they are not, i. e. Ar- 
mixians. I know alſo a great many very good Men, that 
ate very Orthodox, and even believe all V 
Creed, (the damning Part excepted, ) that are alſo for an 
Univerſal Toleration. But, according to your Poſition, 
they muſt be that which in Reality they are not, z. e. Soci- 
#ians. What a ſtrange Reaſoning then is this? If ever I 
had a Mind to learn Logick, I give you my Word, Sir, 
that I would never chuſe, neither you, nor Mr. Barbar, 


for my Maſter. But give me Leave, Sic, to ſay, chat it is 992 

very ſurprizing to me, to fee two French Cler exclaim | 

with great Zeal againſt Popiſp Monks, Prieſts, and Feſuits, 14 
luding and impoſing on the Minds of the well. meaning 35: 


for deluding and 


Feo- 
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People by their wicked Sophiſtry ; and yer, ar the ſame Time; 
be rhemſelves guilty of the very fame Thing. Ought you 
not therefore ro bluſh for Shame? What, do not you 
know, or do not you believe, that he that knowerh the 
Wil of his Maſter, and mp it not, ſhall be beaten with ma- 
ny Seriges? For, I cannot help believing that you do this 
knowingly, becauſe. you know very well that a Man may 
be an Enemy to Impoſition, and Perſecution, and yet ndr a Soci- 
nian; and ſuſpecting that you have a very ill Deſign, when | 
you ftrive to inſtill that invidious Notion into the People's 
Mind. For, if Men are once convinced of this, they need 
only to be told; this great Prince, this Biſhop, this Gentleman, 
&cc. are for an Univerſal Toleration: the —— then 
will Be very natural and plain; therefore (they will ſay) this 
Great Prince, this Biſnop, Sc. are Arminians, and Soci- 
nian; (which latter Nick. name you have made now ſound 
more terribly in your People's Ears, than that of Papiſts, 
ot Devili;) therefore they muſt be treated as ſuch, 5. e. as 
Dope of Hereticks, &c. I ſhall make no further Comment upon 
ts your Behaviour; but leave it in the full View of the 
Readers Eyes; for I muſt haſten to my laſt and moſt im- 
, Obſervation, = ne re = 12a 
© Laftly, I obſerve that all this Diſpute about Toleration 
muſt at laſt terminate in this great Queſtion: Whether, or 
no, All Men have a Right, and oup be, to judge for themſelves, 
in all Matters merely Religious, and which relate to their eter- 
nal Welfare; and alſo to ſpeak freely their Mind? 
If Men have nor that Right ; then indeed they muſt be 
reſtraind in their religious Capacity by good and effectual 
Laws, attended with civil Penalties. But then, another 
great Qneſtion will ſtill remain to be decided: what Man, 
or har Set of Men muſt judge for the reſt of Mankind ? 
And when will that Queſtion be decided? Bur if all Men 
have an undoubred Right to judge for themſelves,” &c. (as the 
worſt of Proteſtants muſt grant, at leaſt in Words, they 
bave,) then it will abſolutely follow that Men ought not 
ro be moleſted, nor diſturbed, in the peaceable Enjoyment 
of that Right; (fo far, I bumbly conceive, as it is conſiſtent 
with the Welfare of the civil Society, which hath alfo an 
undoubred Right to preſerve it ſelf;) no more than they 
oughr to be moleſted or diſturbed in their peaceable and 
quiet Enjoyment of their civil Rights. From whence 2. 
gain it follows, that all loyal and peaceable Subjects, of 
what Religion ſoever they be, have an undoubred*Right- 
8 L 7 to | 
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to the Protection of the Magiſtrate. For he bears the. 
Sword, only to be a Terror to Evil-Deers, and ought to 
perſecute none but Perſecutors ; whom the Civil Power 
ought ro chain up as Lions, and effectually hinder from 
doing Miſchief, as Mr. Bayle very well ſays, in his victori- 
ous. and incomparable Defence of Univerſal Toleration, Bur 
as the Liberty of private Judgment hath been ſo well de- 
fended already in a great many. excellent Books, particu- 
larly in the moſt excellent Anſwer of the Biſhop ot Bangor 
to the Convocation, and in the Defence of Private Judgment, 
by that very learned and generous. ſpirited Divine, Mr. 
Merenfels; I ſhall refer the Reader to them, and conclude 
with ſome Queries, ro which I defire you, and your Bre- 
thren, Reverend Sir, to give no Feſuitical Anſwers. ' 
1. If Men have not a Right to judge for themſelves, &c. to 
what Purpoſe hath Almighty God endow'd us with Rea- 
ſon and Underſtanding, or, as the Scripture ſpeaks, taught 
us more than the Beaſts of the Earth, and made us wiſer : 
the Fowls of Heaven? Job 5. 39. 

2. If Men have not 4 Right to judge for themſelves, &c. to 
what Purpoſe doth God, in his holy Word, charge us zo 
ſearch the Scriptures ? John 5.35. And'aiſo, why are the 
Believers of Berea ſaid to be more noble than thoſe of Theſ- 


ſalonica, in that they received the Word with all Readineſs of 


Mind, and ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe Things 
were ſo? Acts 17.11. N 

3. If Men have not a Right to judge fer themſelves, &c. 
© how ſhall they beware of the Scribes, who love to go in 
long Cloathing, and love Salutations in the Marker-Places, 
and the chief Seats in the Synagogues, and the upper 
* Rooms ar Feaſts : which devour Widows Houſes, and 
for a Pretence make long Prayers? Mark 12. 38, 39 
and 40. Again, How ſhall they beware of falſe Prophets, 
* which come ro them in Sheep's Cloathing, but inwardly 
© are ravening Wolves? Ye ſhall know them (ſays our Savi- 
© our) by their Fruits. Mat. 7. 15, 16. And alſo, How ſhalf 


they beware leaſt any Man ſpoils chem through Philofophy - 


and vain Deceit, after the Traditions of Men, after the 
* Rudiments of the World, and not after Chriſt ? Col, 2. 8. 

4. If Men have not a Right to judge for thimſelves, &c; 
How ſhall they prove all Things and hold faſt. that 
which is Good d Theſſ. 5; 21. and how ſhall they, be. 


Clieve not every Spirit, bur mY the Spirits whether they | 
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Care of God, becanſe many falſe Prophets are gone our in⸗ 
to the World? 1 Febn 4. 1. „ 
5. If Men have not a Right, and ought not to judge for 
themſelves, &c. to what Purpoſe is the Bible tranſlated in- 
ro the vulgar Tongue, and pur into the Hands of the com- 
mon People? For, without that Right, I do nor ſee that 
the common People have any thing to do with the Bible; 
and every one ought to pin his Faith upon the Sleeve of 
his Prieſt. The Papiſts, moſt certainly, deal more ho- 
nourably, and more conſiſtently, with their People, in 
with-holding the Bible from them, than the French Prote- 
ſane Clergy do, in preſenting the Bible to their People 
with one Hand, and at the ſame Time ſnatching it away 
with the other; in not allowing them to judge for them- 
ſelves, and to ſpeak freely their Thoughts upon their 
Bible, without running the Hazard of being ruined; or 
allowing them to judge, and to ſpeak, only upon Con- 
dition that they ſhall judge, and ſpeak, as their Mini- 
ſters do. | T8 


4. What Difference. there is between the Pope, now cut- 
ting himſelf off from the Communionof thoſe, who will open 
their Mouths agaipft the Conſtitution Unigenirus ; and 4 
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French Clergy excommunicating thoſe who utter the leaft 
Word againſt their Calviniſtical Confeſſion of Faith ? 
5. If Diſſenters from the receivd Notions, when they 
are few in Number, have not a Right to ſpeak freely their 
Mind ; pray, Gentlemen, how will you juſtify the firſt 
Propagating of the Chriſtian Religion, and our Reforma- 
tion from Popery ? 

6. If Men muſt be ſilent, &c. How ſhall they bring up 
© their Children in (that which they judge to be the Nur- 
ture and Admonition of the Lord? Epheſ. 6.4. And al- 
ſo: How ſhall they be ready always to give an Anſwer 
to Every Man that asketh them a Reaſon of the Hope that 
© is in them, with Meekneſs and Fear? 

If Men muſt be filent, &c. pray, learned Gentlemen, be 
ſo kind as to favour us with a Comment upon this Paſſage 
of the Apoſtle, viz. * For, with the Heart Man believeth un- 
to Righteouſneſs, and with the Mouth Confeilion is made 
unto $a 
Peter, and St. Fobn, to much the ſame Injunction, made 
to them by the Phariſees; Whether it be right in the 
Sight of God, to hearken unto you, more than unto God, judge ye. 


Acts 4. 19. | 
If . of our French Clergy had been as wiſe 
Men as that Good Chriſtian the late Reverend Mr. Prime- 
roſe, the late Mr. Liens, and perhaps ſome few others; 
they had never ſuffer d that Spirit of Tyranny and Perſecu- 
tion to have taken Place among them, as it is evident they 
have done. Ir is almoſt incredible, that ſome of them 
ſhould be ſo much loſt to all Senſe of Chriſtianity, and Hu- 
manity ; and that the others ſhould prevaricare ſo much, 
as to countenance them in their Enormities, at leaſt by 
their guilry Silence. Had they contented themſelves with 
_ preaching the Calviniſtical Doctrine to their People, with- 
out blackening their Diſſenters; it wou d have been tole- 
rable. Had they only commiſerated the Fate of their Diſ- 
ſenting Brethren, who took thoſe Things for true, which, 
in their own Opinions, were falſe, no Body could have 
blam'd them. And they ſhou'd have deſerv'd the Praiſe that 
is due ro good Chriſtians, and to faithful Miniſters of the 
. Goſpel of Peace, had they repreſented to their People the 
Poſſibility, and Likelihood, of thoſe Diſſenters Sincerity in 
ſearching after Truth; and if they had told them that it 
might be perhaps the Want of 1 and Capacity, &c. — 
3 2 made 


lvation, Rom. 10. 10. and upon this Anſwer of St. 
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made them run into an erroneous Way of thinking; if they 
had pur them in Mind thar Truth does nor always go a- 
long with Sincerity ; that, if they are honeſt and juſt Men, 
they oughr, at the utmoſt, to be pitied, and pray'd for; 
that they ought by no Means to be hatred, nor moleſted, 
upon the Account of their Opinions, for fear of being guil- 
ty of that, which we juſtly reproach the Papiſts with; that, 
if good Argument and Proofs borrow'd ' from Scriprure, 
could nor bring them back into the Path of Truth, perhaps 
good Example, Love, Charity, and Forbearance, would 
do it at laſt. But if, after all, they ſtill perſiſted in their Er- 
rors; then they ſnould have preached to their People, as 
that great Apoſtle St. Paul, We that are ſtrong ought to 
bear the Infirmities of the Weak, and not pleaſe our ſelves, 
EFRm 15. 1. Him that is weak in the Faith, receive you, 
Rom. 14. 1. Who art thou that judgeth another Man's 
Servant? To his own Maſter he ſtandeth or falleth.“ v. 4. 
Let us not there fore judge one another any more: v. 13. 
Let us follow after the Things which make for Peace, 
* and Things wherewith one may edify another.” v. 19. 
They might have paraphraſed upon ſuch like Paſſages, 
which are very numerous in Holy Wrir, and ſhewn the 
abſolute Neceſſity true Chriſtians are under, to put op, 
* as the Elect of God, holy, and beloved, Bowels of Mer- 
© cies, Kindneſs, Lowlineſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long: ſuf- 
© fering, Forbearing and Forgiving one another, Col. 3. 
* 12, 13. and again; The God of Patience, and Conſola- 
© tion, grant you to be like-minded one towards another, 
according to Chrift Jeſus: Thar ye may with one Mind 
and one Mouth glorify God, even the Father of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt. Wherefore receive ye one another, as Chriſt 
© alſo received us to the Glory of God.” ibid. 15. 5, 6, 7. 
This Doctrine might have been inculcated with a very 
great Advantage, and the Practice of this Chriſtian Duty 
preſsd upon their People's Minds. But inftead of this 
Chriſtian and Human Way of behaving themſelves towards 
their Diſſenters, the French Clergy have done the very Re- 
verſe, as it has been fully atteſted in the foregoing Pages; 
and, like the Papiſis, wou'd have their Diſſenters refer 
themſelves to the Peciſions of the Church, or ar leaſt be /i- 
lent, &c. which, by the Way, is no great Commendati- 
on to their own Doctrine, which muſt nor be examin'd and 
try d, but muſt” be taken upon Fruſt; and therefore * 
rn „C i + $ 4 f i 
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be none of the beſt. For, as Dr. Hayley ſays, in his excel- 
lent Sermon before the King, p. 24. Ir is but Error on- 
ly and Miſtake that is afraid of a full and impartial Exa- 
mination. It muſt be for the Advantage of Truth to 
* appear in as much Light 2s poſſible. Ir wants nothing 
© bur a fair Field ro make its Defence, and to crown ir 
* ſelf with Victory. = 
I have now laid before the Engliſh Nation, and before 
the ſober Part of our own, what I intended for the Preſent, 
Reverend Sir. What Anſwer the French Clergy will make 
ro all theſe Things, muſt be left ro Time to bring forth. 
I do nor doubt in the leaſt, but that there will be Irvettives 
and Railing enough, even in their Pulpits, according to 
their Laudable Cuſtom, {ſee rhe foregoing Caſes.) Bur, I 
muſt beg the Favour of you, Reverend Sir, and of them, 
to remember well, that, if you are thus call'd upon, it is pro- 
perly and ſolely your own own FAULT. For, as, on the 
one Hand, your Diſſenters have done all in their Power 
ro bring you ro a Better Temper, by a Thouſand private 
Admonitions: So, on the other, you perſiſt on your 
Part ro make uſe of that unjuſt Power and Authority 
over other- Men, which Power and Authority you your 
ſelves will by no Means grant ro thoſe from whom you 
diſſent. I muſt tell you further, that, how raking ſoever 
that faſhionable and ſanttify'd Way of anſwering may prove 
with the mganeſt Sort, which you have always at Com- 
mand, it won't do with Thoſe, ro whom I have appeal 'd, 
and whoſe Approbation only I am ſollicitous for. As for 
you, Reverend Sir, I know you to be too much of a 
Gentleman, ro foul your Hands in any ſuch dirry Work : 
and, as you never was guilty of any ſuch Thing your 
. ſelf hitherto, ir would indeed little become you to 
begin now; eſpecially after all the Civilities with which 
you have loaded me, and made up the Want of any 
other Satisfaction, in your Letters. But as for the other“ 
Gentlemen, I am not ſo well acquainted with; ſhould 
they treat me as ſome of them have treated one another, 
or as they have treated much better and greater Men 
than I am, or ſhall ever be: it will be but making good 
much of what I have laid to their Charge. I chal- 5 
lenge them to lay fairly to mine any thing that 1 4 
have done to any Man, which I would not have other | 
Men do unto me; or indeed any other Crime, but that of _ 
1 ha- * 


9 
© having the utmoſt Abborrence for the Domineering, Damm 
ing. and Perſecuting Spirit. That you, and thoſe of your 
| Brethren, who are in any Degree poſſeſſed with it, (as well 
as Thoſe who finfully connive at it,) may timely repent, 
and beg Pardon of God and Men for it, and withall make 
publick Amends to all thoſe worthy Perſons, and good Chri- 
ſtians, whom you have defam'd, and for the moſt Part ru- 
ind; (without which, for all your Zeal for Calvin, and 
for your Synods, I cannot ſee how you can hope for God's 


Mercy ;) is the hearty Prayer of, 


Reverend Sir, 
Tour mo#t humble Servant,” 


and true Well-wiſher, 


ORteb. 25. ä ; 
1718. | CLAUDIUS REY. 
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APPENDIX. 


I. The Right Reverend the Lord Biſhop of Lo N- 
Dons LETTER to the Miniſters and El. 
ders of the FREX CH Church in the Savoy; 


with ſome Remarks upon it. 


Gentlemen, 
( [| Have ſeen a Piece intitled, The Abuſe of Confeſſions of 
; * Faith: a Piece the more worthy ro be condemned, 
f becauſe, by maintaining the Contents of a certain Eng- 
f liſh Letter directed ro the POPE, together with a Pre- 
face, Notes, and French Additions to it, it endeavours to 


* aboliſh 4 Confeſſions of Faith, as being ſo many Sprips: 
£ | | ® 0 
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* of Schiſms, Dzviſions, and Rebellions : Altho' it be certain 


that THE CHURCH had no other View, but to 


* maintain, by rhe Means of thoſe Confeſſions, Unity, Peace, 
and Communion in the SAME Faith, Ir is very evi- 
dent that this Author's Principles viſibly tend to introduce 
Irreligion, and Diſorder into THE CHURCH; to ren- 
der the Preaching of the WORD of GOD uſeleſs; 
* as well as Colleges, Univerſities, and all Schools, which 
have been eſtabliſhed for rhe Inſtruction of Youth in the 
principles of TRUE Religion. As it is too well known 
that the Church of Rome is continually endeavouring to 
Divide Proteſtants, in order to deſtroy them; there is 
* GOOD Reaſon to ſuſpect the Authors of SUCH 


© Books to be EMISSARIES from that Church. Where- 


fore I find my ſelf oblig d to exhort you to uſe all your 
* Endeavours, to hinder the Flocks, which God hath com- 

* mitted to your Care, from being Peſter d by theſe perni- ' 
* cious Doctrines: and particularly ro watch, leaſt he, whom 


vou ſhall find ro be the Author of that INFAMOUS 


Piece, be admitted to preach in any of your Churches. I 
* defire you, Gentlemen, to impart this Letter to Al the o- 
ther French Churches; that they may mind ir as much, as 1 


0 ou will do. 
" — ' 7 
Nur very affetionate Friend, 
and Servant, 
Fulbam, July 16, JOHN LONDON. 
1718. 


Tho I know that my Diſtance is very great from his 


2 yet I am ſure, it cannot be greater than my Di- 


ſtance from the POPE. And, as no Proteſtant takes it a- 
miſs that any one ſhould make as free as he pleaſes with 
his Holineſs ; ſo, no True one will, I hope, blame me for 
ſtanding up, in the Behalf of ſuch Principles as I appre- 
hend ro be the very Eſſence of Proteſtantiſm, againſt rhe 
Norions which have induced his Lordſhip to pals ſo hard 
a Cenfure upon them. For, if, norwtrhſtanding the great 
Reverence the Janſeniſts have for the CHAIR of UNI- 
TY, as they fooliſhly call the Nmiſh See, they think rhetn- 


ſelves obliged ro make a Proteſtam-like Oppoſirion' ro the 


Great Invader of the Nights of Mankind; and are juftly ap- 


plauded for riſing up againſt the Conſtitution 9 z 
: * 
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how much more ought every Good Proteſtant, who profeſſes 
no ſuch Reſpect to any Human Authority, be commended, 
for Appealing to the Biſhop of London better adviſed, and 
ſtrenuouſly oppoſing the Principles inforced in his Circular 
Letter: confidering that, if the French Flocks ſuffer them- 

ſelves to be biaſſed by the great Name ſubſcribed to it, they 
will make jo as many war 7 back, rowards what we may 
truly call the very Vitals of Popery, as the moſt enlighten'd 
Part of our Countrymen in France are now taking, under 
the Guidance of the Brave Cardinal, from ir. To ſhew 
this plainly, I obſerve, | 5 a 
1. Thar, by condemning, even in the moſt angry Terms, 
the Principles of the incomparable Dedication to the Pope; 
and thoſe in the Notes, and French Additions to it, which 
breath the ſelf ſame Good Spirit, viz. of Liberty and Tuler 
ration; and alſo the Reverend Mr. Durette's Book, for 1 
ſtrenuouily maintaining the Contents of them; his Lordſhip 
lays waſte not only the Proteſtant Church of England, but 
alſo the whole Reformation at once: both becauſe neither 
the one, nor the other, can be prov'd Rightful by any other 
Principles; as it is plain to every Man who well conſiders 
what Foundation they ſtand upon, and as it hath been of late 
abundantly ſhewn ; and becauſe the Greateſt Men the Church 
of England, and the Reformation, ever had, ſuch as Arch- | WW 
biſhop Tillotſan, Biſhop Taylour, Biſhop Fowler, Chillingworth, 
Hales, Mr. Turrettin, Mr. Werenfels, the ingenious and 
learned Author of the Book, entitl'd, Difficulties and Diſ- 
couragements, &c. are notoriouſly involy'd in the ſame Sen. 
gence, | 
2. I own there is no dealing with Church Authority, and 
Church . Anathemas. , Bur if bis Lordſhip will but give me 
Leave to enter into the Merits of the Cauſe, and grant that 
he MAY ERR; (which he is too good a Proteſtant not 
to allow; ) I think I can prove, to a Demonſtration, that 
he actually DO ES. And fo does THE CHURCH 
too, if ſhe pretends, (as his Lordſhip ſays, Jhe does,) : 
maintain UNITY, Peace and Communion in the SAME | 
Faith, among Chriſtians, and among Proteſtants, by a ſtrid  - 
Adherence to very DIFFERENT and very 5 PO 
SITE Schemes of Religion, and Confeſſions of Faith, as 10 
uncontroulable RULES: which, without any furtbet · 
Argument, is a plain Contradictian in Term. 


r 
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3. As palpable as this Coneradiction is, I would not ar all 
ſcruple ro charge it upon his Lordſhip ; were it not that 
we muſt not haſtily take ir for granted that, by this gene- 
ral Bxpreſſion, THE CHURCH, this Chriſtian and 
Proteſtant Biſhop means to ſpeak of THE CHRISTE' 
"= AN, os THE PROTESTANT CHURCH, col- 
lectively; in which it is very plain, that Unity is moſt de- 
| ſtroy d, when there is the moſt ſtrict Adherence paid to 
every particular Scheme and Confeſſion of Faith. And if we 
ſuppoſe that his Lordſhip means only to ſpeak of ſome 
ONE of the Many Proteftant Churches, excluſively to all o- 
thers ; then ir will be bur changing one Plural Number in- 
to a Singular, and all will be perfectly Conſiſtent and 
Right. For, it is very plain that a ſtrict Adherence ro a- 
ny ONE particular Scheme, or Confeſſien of Faith; to the 
| Confeſſion of Auguſta, for Inftance, will neceſſarily produce 
Unity, Peace, and Communion in the SAME Faith ; viz. in. 
the Lutheran Church; eſpecially if backed by the Terrors of 
Excommunication, and (which will do well enough, till the 
Civil Powe “ is prevailed upon to yield ſomething more,) of 
good Penal Laws: altho' this Unity of every particular y 
Church within it felf muſt neceffarily produce a Schum = 
from all others, which have not the SAME Faith. Byt 
_<@wF SR 88 
4. Beſides the great Guilt in a Chriſtian and Proteſtant 
Biſbop, in this 1 of having no Regard at all to the 
Unity and Peace of the whole Chriſtian, or at leaſt, of the 3 
Proteſtant Church; his Lordſhip falls into a ſtill greater Con- 3 
tradiction. For, he is not fo prejudic'd as not to ſee, that 
his preſſing the French Clergy to a ſtritt Adherence to Confeſ- 
ſons of Faith in general, is preſſing them, and indeed A. 
Denominations, to a ſtrict Aadberence ro their own ; (which 
the World knows the Biſhop of London needed not to ex- 
hort them to.) And how their ſtrict Adberence to their own 
Scheme, or Confeſſion of Faith, and the Biſhop's ſtrict Adbe- 
J rence to his own, which is not the SAME, but very OP- 
POSITE, will UNITE the Biſbop and Them in the 
Communion of the SAME Faith, 1s very hard to ima- 
gine. | 1 
5. Ir is very plain that the Faith, the SAMENESS 
of which is required in this Letter, is very different from 
that which Mr. Dubourdieu tells us, p. 90. is the Faith of 
the Chriſtian Proteſtant Church of England; which, as he 
ſays, is far from ſetting Human Inſtitutions on 4 Level with 
| M 


Divine 
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Divine Precepts, or the Deciſions of frail Men with the Laws 
of God; and which holds a Chriſtian and Brotherly Correſpon- 
dence with the Proteſtant Churches . . . . keeping UNITY with 
them in Spight of UNIFORMITY, &c. becauſe this is 
the Faith, for defending which, Mr. Durette and others are 
treated even as Emiſſaries from the Church of Rome, and their 
Principles branded as INFAMOUS; and therefore the 
Faith, the SAMENESS of which is required in this Let- 
ter, is ar leaſt near a-kin to the Faith of the LAUDEAN 
CHURCH, which Mr. Dub. deſcribes again, in Oppo- 
firion to the former. It is alſo very well known that, tho 
Mr. Dub. in his unbounded Wantonneſs, hath been pleas'd 
ro affirm, that this Chriſtian Proteſtant Church of England is 
the DARLING Object of the Jeal and warmeſt Affections of 
the French Clergy; nothing can be more Inconſiſtent, than 
the Deſcription he gives of it, with the whole Scheme 
and Practice of the French reformed Calviniſtical Church, 
which is truly ſtill he Darling Object of their Teal and warm- 
eſt Aﬀettions : and therefore that they abhor no leſs the 
ſincere and hearty Members of this Chriſtian Proteſtant 
Church of England, (ſuch as Mr. Durette and his Fellow-ſuf- 
ferers are,) than Mr. Dub. ſays they do the fincere and hear- 
ry Members of the Laudean Church, So that it is a Matter 
of great Amazement to ſee ſo much mutual Concern, Bro- 
ther hood, and Friendſhip at this Time between the French 
Clergy, and the Laudean Church, that receives ſo much Ad- 
vantage from this Letter of his Lordſhip'ss And I cannot 
account for this, but by a very important Diſcovery that 
hath been made of late, and which Mr. Durette hath im- 
prov'd upon, (Appeal, p 13.) viz. that there are HIGH- 
CHURCHES, or LAUDEAN CHURCHES of 
ALL Denominations, which are always fighting for PO W- 
ER, and DOMINION over the Conſciences of Men, 
among themſelves, and always ſtriving ro ſwallow up one 
another; EXCEPT when they want one another's Help, 
to deſtrry any Gocd Chriſtians, and True Proteſtants, who uſe 
their beſt Endeavovrs, (as Mr. Durette hath bravely done,) 
to expel theſe oppolite FACTIONS, as he juſtly calls 
them, out of the Kingdom of Chriſt, If any one can find 
out any other Solution of this very great Paradex of our 
Days; I ſhall be very glad ro hear ir. I ſhould alſo be 
glad that his Lordſhip would be pleaſed to ſettle exactly 
the Bounds of his Pleaſure, and Dijpleaſure, at the French 


Clergy; becauſe if, on the one Hand, they have paid, 2 
great 
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great Regard to this Letter he hath ſo highly oblig'd them 
with; they have, on the other Hand, paid very little all 
along to his avowed Principles; which Mr. Graverol and 
their late Advocate in particular have ſet forth in the moſt 
contemptuous Manner; whilft the latter hath ſer Mr. Du- 


rette's in the moft glorious Light. 
6. As Religion conſiſts in worſhipping the Father in Spirit 


and in Truth; in believing, not what hath been decreed in 


the ſeveral Synods, and Confeſſions of Faith by Fallible, and 
often Weak and Paſſionate Men, before we were born; but in 
ſeeking our own ſelves after the Faith O NC E deliver d to the 
Saints; and chiefly in a ſerious Pra&ice of Moral Duties, 
which is never the better follow'd, for having a Regard ro 
particular Schemes, and to Human Confeſſions of Faith; bur 
too often the contrary : it is very plain, that, if there is 
any Irreligion in the Caſe, it muſt be wholly on the Side 
of thoſe wha. will tie Men down ro the Belief of thoſe 
Human Syſtems, (as the Pope does to the impious Decrees of 
the Council of Trent ;) let them JUDGE thoſe particu- 
lar Syſtems, or Confeſſions, never ſo deſtructive of the T-ue 
Worſhip of the Father, and never ſo contrary to the Faith that 
was once deliver d to the Saints, For, I take it to be the very 
higheſt Degree of Irreligion, and the next Step to Atheiſm, 
for a Man to ſubmit to what he UD GES to be de- 
ſtructive of either of theſe Good Things; or to Command, 
and even ſo much as to Deſire, others to do it. 
J. There is no Church ſo diſorderly as the Church of Rome, 
And rhe only, Cauſe of it is, that Unity, Peace, and Commu- 
nion in the ſame Faith, is inforced upon its Members by 
Threats arid Penalties, by which that devouring Church hath 
kept the whole World in Awe for ſo many Centuries. And 
therefore it may be ſaid of his Lordſhip's Letter, that ir 
tends viſibly ro introduce a like Diſorder ; and how dread- 
ful that would be to all the Proteſtant Churches, and in 
particular to the True Chriſtian Church of England, let A L 
TRUE Proteſtants conſider. ' 
8. His Lordſhip ſhould have carefully diſtingutſh'd be- 
tween Preaching, and Preaching the Word of Ged. For, the 
Want of this Diſtinction naturally leads People ro think 
that all Preaching (much of which, he will own himſelf, is 
the Word of Weak, and often the Word of very /1iched 
and Factious Men) is ſtill the Mrd of Gd; even whilſt 
the Word of God is the moſt abuſed by them. It is true, 
Mr. Durette's Principles tend viſibly, not only to render all 
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Popiſh, or Higb-flying, and Factious Preaching, in any De- 
— ed more, uſeleſs ; but alſo ro inſpire Men, 
Chriſtians, and Proteſtants, with the urmoſt Abhorrence for 
all SUCH Preaching; as being only calculated to fill 
the Heads of the Hearers with the Darling, tho often im- 
pious, nonſenſical, and contradiftory, Notions of their reſpe- 
ive Sect or Faction; and to incenſe them againſt all Diſ- 
ſenters from their particular Schemes or Confeſſions of Faith, 
And, I humbly think that the Biſhop of London cannot 
name any thing more contrary than this is to the Preaching 
of the Werd of God, truly ſo call 'd. 

9. The ſame may be ſaid with Relation to Colleges, Vni- 
niverſities, and Schools; which, among the ſeveral Denomi- 
nations, muſt be Strangers to every thing that can be call'd 
TRUE Religion, as long as they retain that Unchriſtian 
Fondneſs for their particular Schemes and Confeſſions ; and in 
which the Youth can only be inſtructed in the Principles of 
TRUE Religion, by taking due Care not to prepoſſeſs 
them with the ſame Notions, and Paſſions, with Reſpect ro 
their particular Human Syſtems and Confeſſions of Faith, as Po- 

iſh Children are, in Oppoſition to the whole Proteſtant Church, 

10. The Biſnop of London hath been talking a great 
while of Emiſſaries from the Church of Rome. But, for my 
part, I could as ſoon believe any thing, as that the Per- 
ſons he means are ſuch; or even that they undeſignedly 
promote the Popiſh Cauſe and Intereſt, I am willing xo ad- 
mir of the Criterium his Lordſhip gives. And then think it 
- enough to refer him ro the Argument above, p. 23. which 
his Lordſhip will eafily apply to the preſent Caſe. What 
Sir Richard Steele will ſay ro his being ſaſpected too of 
being an Emiſſary, in the Lump with others, I do not know, 
Bur I think, this ſhould rempr him ro write a Second 
Letter to the Pope; in which he might entertain the World 
with ſomething very merry. 

11. Which of the Two, the Biſhop's Letter, or Mr. Du- 
reites Book, deſerves moſt to be cenſured, and to be guard- 
ed againſt, I leave it to the Proteſtant Reader, and to the Su- 
preme and Sole Fudge of Controverſies, viz. the Honeſt and 
Underſtanding Part of the World, to determine. 

I ſhall conclude by telling his Lordſhip again, that, whilſt 
the Fan/chiſts, entangl'd as they ſtill are in the Snares of 
Popery, teach us that even the Fear of an unjuſt Excommuni- 


cation ought not to hinder us from defending what we _ 
| an 


g 

and know, ro be Truth, and from doing our Duty; His 
Lordſhip muſt not wonder at the ſtrenuous Oppoſition, 
his Letter is likely ro meer from rhoſe Thorough Proteſtants, 
who think themſelves oblig'd ro oppoſe it, as rending ro 
rob them of ſuch invaluable Bleſſings as have coſt ſo much 
Blood, and Labour, and are much dearer ro them than Life 
it ſelf : and to frighten the Weak and the Ignorant into that 
Spiritual Slavery, which hath been in all Ages, and is in 
All Countries, in the Hands of ſome, the great Engine to 
promote the Temporal Intereſt and Grandeur of the Clergy; 
and by Conſequence arbitrarily ro diſpoſe of the Lives and 
Fortunes, as well as of the Underſtandings, of the Laity. 


Mr. GRIMAULT's LETTER ro Mr. DE LA 
- MOTTE, French Miniſter, 


S I R, 

IVE me Leave to impart to you ſome few Obſervations, 
8 which I have made, in reading your late Book. I do not 
pretend here to detend thoſe Gentlemen againſt whom you write, 
who, I am confident, are able to Defend themſelves, and to lay 
open all your Weakneſſes and Inconſiſtencies before the Engi 
Nation. I propoſe only to ſhew your Unrighteouſne/s, and Dire» 
gard to Truth, in your whole Account of me, and your Boldneſs in 
inventing and publiſhing new Calumnies againſt one, whom you, 
and your Brethren, have already ſo much blacken'd and vility'd : 
(ſee my Caſe ;) which Calumnies you think, if they are but utter'd 
by Drvines againſt a poor Diſſenting Shoe-Maker, will find Credit 
imongſt your hot ſlaviſhly inclined People. 

Waving therefore all what I might ſay, to ſhew, from your own 
Confeſfion, that thoſe who Diſſent from you can have no Guilt, in 
not believing ſuch Human Articles as (you ſay) do not BIND their 
Conſciences; and therefore cannot be Guilty, in not being SILENT), 
| (as you would have them,) p. 17. about what they believe 
without Guile; that, when they FIND that the Dacifions of their 
Paſtors are not agreeable to the RULE, they are OBLIGED 20 
rejed them, p · 17. and therefore that the French Clergy them ſelves are 
Schiſmaticks, when they exclude from their external Communion ſuch 


* This is the 91 Propoſition condemned in the Tope's Conſti- 
tution, which is handled by 4 Janſeniſt with all the Severity 
imaginable, in a French Book, entitl d, Obſervations upon the 


Couſtitution of our Holy Father the Pope, Clement XI. &c. 
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25 do their DUTY; and conſequently belong to the Church of 


Chriſt, and are often better Chriſtians than their Perſecutors; viz. - 
when they deny Ungodline/s, and worldly Luſts, and liue foberly,, 
righteouſly, and godlily in this preſent World, (Tit. 2. 11.) which a 
great many of the French Miniſters do not, for all their Zeal for 
Calvin, for the Synod of Dort, and for Athanaſins's Creed: War- 
ing this, I ſay, and the like, I ſhall confine my ſe'f to thoſe Facts 
which concern me more. particularly in your Book. *' _ * 
1. Had I been a factious, unquiet Man, a Diſturber of the Pub. 


lick Repoſe, as you have repreſented me, p. 40. it was the Buſineſs 


of the Government to have puuiſh'd me, and not that of the French 
Clergy. But you mean no more by this, than that I went about 
Dogmatizing from Tlace to Place, and ſeducing the Meat, &c. 
which is a groſs FAL. HOOD. With what Face can you tell 
the World that I did ſo? Have you loſt all Shame, and all Fear of 
God, that you make nothing of inventing ſuch notorious Uniruths, 
in order to palliate the Heinouſneſs of your Conduct, and to caſt 
ſame Guilt or other upon your much abuſed Neighbour? I chal- 
lenze you, Sir, in the Name of the Ever. living God, to produce a- 
ny Proof of my having behav'd my ſeif as you ſay I have; to name 
the Place where I did dogmatize, and the Perſons whom I did 
ſeduce, And if you do not, I proclaim you here before the World 
as a Murtherer of your Neighbour's Reputation, and as one who 
hath wilfally invented new Slanders, in order to compleat my 
Ruin. | 
2. It appears, by what I have ſolemnly declar'd in the Certifi- 
cate | have given to the ſenſible and charitable Author of the 
foregoing Book, that I had never declar'd my ſelf for thoſe unfa- 
ſnionable Sentimenrs, (for which I was cut off from your Church,) 
before Queſtions were put to me by four Elders of your Conſiſtory; 
by whom I was cited quickly after, and condemned. But, ſup- 
poſe, for Argument fake, I had declared my ſelf, e. Have you 
not, Sir, your {elf told us juſt now that, when any ane finds that the 
Deciſions of his Paſtors are not aoreeable to the RULE, be is 
OBLIG'D to refed them; and therefore to undeceive thoſe that 
he thinks are ſeduced by them? And as long as I liv'd as a good 
Chriſtian, and ſhew'd my ſelf entirely ſubmiſſive to the — 
of Chriſt, tho* not to Yowrs; you ought not to have defam'd a 
ruin d, &c. but the moſt you ought to have done was, to confute me. 
3. It appears alſo by the Letter, you, and Mr. Dargenteuil, wrote 
in my Behalf to the Conſiſory, (Ibid.) that you yourſelf did not 
think me Guilty at that Time of ſuch a Behaviour as you charge 
nom upon me. I have quoted the late Reverend Mr. Lions for my 
Voucher in this Fact; who ſhew'd me, in the Book of, your Di- 
ſcipline, that this whole Proceeding was an open Violation of IT. 
ec, What hath occaſion'd this great Change in you, I own, I can- 


not account for; unleſs it be that you have been glad to court Fa- 
'vour, at the Expence of Truth, and of the Innocent. But I muſt 


tell you friendly, that you ſhould haye avoid ed giving Occaſion of 
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ſelt; but alſo becauſe it puts People in Mind of Another of much 
greater Conſequence, which it is much your Intereſt that the 
World ſhould forget. ; | 

4. You ſay that I was condemned for being a Sabbatharian, I 
do not think this ſo much a Matter of Shame, as to invent and pub- 
liſh ſuch a notorious Falſhood again as this is. For, I had not the 
leaſt Thought of keeping the Sabbath-Day, or the »eventh. Day, 
till above two Years after I had been excommunicated by your 
worthy Conſiſtory. And do not you bluſh, both to iavent ſuch 
Things and to declare publickly that you think it Reaſon enough 
for excluding from your re:1gious Aſſemblics a Man, that thinks 
himſelf obliged to keep one ot the Tex Commandments? Inſtead of 
being ſo laviſh of your ' Excommunications, and of beſtowing them 
upon thoſe who have ſo much Regard tor thoſe Holy Command. 
ments, that they are even afraid of leaving One of them, (which, 
you think, is out of Dae, unfulfill d; you would do much better to 
beſtow them upon a great many of your own Body, who own, e. 
very Sunday, that they never ſo much as ceaſe to break and tranſ- 
greis God's Holy and Divine Laws,” and who ſay very true when 
they liy o. . 

5. You brirg, as another Reaſon of my being excommunicated, 
that I was an Anthropomorphite, and believed that God hath a Body, 
This u. ſo is another Falſhood; tor, there was not the leaſt Menti- 
on of it. But, ſuppoſe I had believed that God hath Parts, &c. as 
knowing of Numberleſs Texts of Scripture, in which 'tis expresſly 
ſaid he hath; and ot none in which it is {aid that he hath not; 
or in which it is ſaid that thoſe are only Figures of Speech, as you 
pretend: Should this have been a ſifficienc Reaſon to deprive 
me of the viſibie Badges of Chriſtianity, and to exclude me from 


the External Communion of Chriſtians; and by that Means, of courſe, 


to defame ind ruin me? I could not poſſibly have been more Guil- 
ty in tclieving this, than your Great Tertullian, and all the Orrho- 
x of his Time. For, he not only attributes a Corporeal Subs 
© ſtance to God; but allo * does not believe that any will deny 
but that God is a Body. (See the famous Mr. Daille's Second Book, 
concerning the Right Uſe of the Fathers, Chap. 4. p. 69. and the 
great Da Moulin s, as you call him, Anatomy of the Maſs, Ch. 22. 
p. 92) Tertullian was indeed a Great Father of the Church, and I 
am but a poor He- Mater. But ſtill, happy was it for him that he 
was not a Member of your French Church. For, I cannot think 
that you could have been ſo partial. as not to decide that he over- 
threw the Foundation of the Chriſtian Religion, and deprived God of 
his Godhead, as much as I. And no doubt, Mr, Pegorrer, Rival 


and Barbot, would hive thunder d out their petty and wicked Ana. 


themas againit Tertullian, as well as againſt me; altho*, accord. , 
ing. to Mi Daille, (ibid.) he did not depart from the Church in any 
thing, in Point of Faith; which ſhews that, according to this f- . 
mous -4bor, believing, or not belicying, that God bath Parti. is 
not Eſſential in Point of Faith. ee tin Fred Ads 
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AG; of Toleravion, we which they t ae are pf | 
would not they were bony Chur e 1 Law; 
had the — Or Lf 
Thus I have ſhow'd, Sirs in'a/few Words, that you have gra- 
vated your fou, Jiri, by falſely So thy. my Caſo'in & | 
very Raſpoct . mud as this gives me Reaſdtt to think that you, and 
your Draven rather endeavour to fallen, your, paſt Senda, by 
the moſt, unlawful Mean than {crroufly 28 w behave your | 
ſclves better for the future; I cannot . — and fay, of you, + 
th and of them, that you have not yet leur d, that Rehgion conſiſta 
SIS | not in your cmpt wp aeg l dr ( vhich you fee are ve- 
. * ry content doing all che Mifchief you can can to better Men 
perhaps than — but in loving the Lord our G with all | 52 
2455 3.7.2: your. Benet, ud wund all yout Souls, and th all your Minds; and 
4 ©. © your Nei 25 yen ſobves. I believe 1 have the more Reatubn 
ta thiak, both ot you, and them, in this Vic, 'berauſe- 1 ' have, 2. 
 * writ ſereral en . 0 Me vf yout Coaſiſtorie, aud re- A. 
'  bukeda grein yon Alineflers, * Elders, 'according to 
' what is prolecibed,” 1 Tum. 3. 20. and Lev. 19. . n hi· 
ny Oo ae and Iacorrigibie. * 
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